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ABSTRACT

In the article, the analysis of research was conducted — on the attitude of the Ro-
man Catholic Church towards policies of the Polish authorities on the eve of WWII,
the Polish Military Campaign of September 1939, and events during October 1939. This
was complemented by review of the subject literature, including related to the Bishops
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224 GRZEGORZ WNETRZAK

Conference, efforts taken by particular bishops and Church institutions (including the
military chaplaincy), Catholic press as well as examination of relations with the Greek
Catholic Church in the context of Polish—Ukrainian ethnic conflict. The article also pro-
poses future research activities.

Key words: Roman Catholic Church, Polish Military Campaign September 1939,
II World War, Catholic clergy

STRESZCZENIE

W artykule dokonano analizy stanu badan nad zagadnieniem stosunku Kosciota
rzymskokatolickiego w Polsce do polityki wtadz panstwa polskiego wobec nadchodzacej
II wojny $wiatowej i wydarzenn Kampanii polskiej we wrzesniu i pazdzierniku 1939 r.
W publikacji dokonano przegladu istniejacej najwazniejszej literatury tematu, w szczegol-
nosci dziatalnosci episkopatu, poszczegoélnych biskupdw, instytucji koscielnych (w tym
duszpasterstwa wojskowego), czy prasy katolickiej, a takze relacji z Ko$ciotem grecko-
katolickim w kontekscie konfliktu narodowosciowego polsko-ukrainiskiego. W koncowej
czesci pracy podjeto probe wskazania dalszych perspektyw badawczych.

Stowa kluczowe: Koscidt rzymskokatolicki, Kampania polska, II wojna swiatowa,
duchowienstwo katolickie

The Roman Catholic Church in Poland had always a special place
and role after the Great War, also in the social life of the reborn Polish
Republic — with more than %5 of the population belonging to this confes-
sion. Most of them had been ethnic Poles, but the number also included
ethnic minorities like Germans (however, most of them belonged to Prot-
estant churches), some Lithuanians and Belarussians.

The supremacy of the Roman Catholic Church was not only caused
by the demographic factor, but also by the role Church played in the
history of the Country. It had a prominent place both in the pre-partition
Poland and during the times of subjugation to aggressors. The Church had
become an integral part of the Polish national identity and was a decisive
factor in shaping the society. That allowed to survive ethnic and religious
oppressions from protestant Prussia and Orthodox Russia.

Also during the period of Polish rebirth, it assisted in building the
society and the State, and encouraged citizens to defend the Country
against Bolshevik aggression. It was the time of the direct threat to the
very existence of the Nation, to the State and its main religion. The Church
also supported all activities of an independent State during the peacetime.
The position of the Roman Catholic Church and the Latin rite in the Sec-
ond Polish Republic was well described and presented in so-called March
Constitution. This document clearly stated that the Roman Catholic faith
had the primary place among other confessions.

The Roman Catholic Church also played a significant role during
the hardships of WWII. Poland had become an object of attack for two

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.223-248



STATUS AND PROSPECTS FOR RESEARCH ON THE ATTITUDE... 225

totalitarian systems and again Church had to play the role in providing the
tenets for social and national life. It was again a moral compass for Polish
citizens in these cruel, difficult, and savage times of war. As a result, the
clergy and laity had become important target for persecution and suffered
heavy losses not only from German or Soviet hands, but moreover, and
this should also be remembered, at the hands of Ukrainian nationalists.

The main objective of this article is to present the status of research
on the Roman Catholic Church and proposing new research initiatives.
They should include assessment of Church influence on the Polish so-
ciety, mainly on Catholics, just before the war and during the Polish
Military Campaign of September 1939. Chronologically, it will cover
the period from the Czechoslovakian crisis and Miinchen Conference
till last battles of the Polish Campaign in October 1939. Other aspects
have not been taken into account here, i.e. diplomatic activities, rela-
tions between Polish Bishop Conference and Holy See, and the Vatican’s
attitude to Polish problems. The last two elements deserve a special
attention and separate publication.

The subject literature on the Catholic Church during the interwar pe-
riod and during WWII is quite extensive. There is no point in preparing
the whole catalogue on such topic, but it is necessary to draw attention
of the readers to the most important and valuable works on problems
that are of interest for the Project.

Quite interesting, from the current point of view, was the Marxist
approach to the history of the Church during the interwar period. One
of the most useful elements is the work of Wiestaw Myslek. In his case,
it is difficult to find any objective views and problems of interest for the
Project as the Author passes in silence over the most important issues.
He had just mentioned elements important, in his view, as related to de-
terioration of Polish-Holy See contacts due to policy of Vatican towards
the Third Reich'.

About the policy of Holy See towards Poland during the interwar
period and WWII many works have been prepared. i.e. by Jarostaw Jurkie-
wicz, Jézef Szymanski and Zofia Waszkiewicz?. However, it is necessary
to remember that they were written from the Marxist perspective, which
had been always clearly reluctant and not friendly towards the Church.

As for new publications, printed after 1989, they already had no Marx-
ist imprint as they were prepared in a non-ideological environment. One

I W. Mystek, Kosciét katolicki w Polsce w latach 1918-1939, Warszawa 1966, pp. 581-582.

2 . Jurkiewicz, Watykan a Polska w okresie migdzywojennym, Warszawa 1958, J. Szyman-
ski, Stosunek Watykanu do spraw polskich za czasow II Rzeczypospolitej 19181939, Radom 1982;
Z. Waszkiewicz, Polityka Watykanu wobec Polski 1939-1945, Warszawa 1980.
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226 GRZEGORZ WNETRZAK

of most useful works are of Krzysztof Krasowski®. Other important print
is the monumental book of Stanistaw Wilk dedicated to the Polish Bishops
Conference. On more than 100 pages, in one of the chapters, the author
describes and evaluates facts and cases of Church and Bishops Confer-
ence’s political engagement and the Church’s concerns for the Nation and
the State with the armed conflict already on the horizon*.

One of valuable contributions to the Project could become the ar-
ticle by Ryszard Bender dedicated to the attitude of the Roman Catholic
Church to social and ethnic problems®. The work of Jarostaw Macata
could also be used, as it delivers useful opinions on the idea of ‘Catho-
lic Poland” in the Second Polish Republic and relations between Polish
Government and Catholic Church. Adam Gruszecki prepared the publica-
tion of the attitude of Catholics towards the social system of the Second
Polish Republic®. Another important element is the extensive collection
of articles on the religious life in Poland edited by Zygmunt Zielinski.
They describe and judge the status and activities of the Church and its
members in particular dioceses. Each presented diocese got its own ar-
ticle, mainly to describe, evaluate and understand its specifics in the most
useful and effective way”.

Zenon Fijatkowski in his monograph on the status of the Catholic
Church in the occupied Poland in 1939-1945, when describing and evalu-
ating September 1939 events and the beginning of the war, focused his
attention on organization of the Church under new conditions®.

Another important work is this of Stanistaw Podlewski that is dedi-
cated to the fate of the Polish clergy during WWII. It documents German

3 K. Krasowski, Szkice z dziejow papiestwa, vol. 1, eds. I. Koberdowa, J. Tazbir, Warsza-

wa 1989; idem, Episkopat katolicki II Rzeczypospolitej. Mysl o ustroju panstwa. Postulaty. Re-
alizacja, Warszawa—-Poznan 1992; Biskupi katoliccy II Rzeczypospolitej. Stownik biograficzny,
Poznan 1996.

+  P. Wilk, Episkopat Kosciota katolickiego w Polsce w latach 1918-1939, Lublin 1982,
pp. 791-793.

5 R. Bender, Koscidt katolicki w Polsce odrodzonej wobec problemdw narodowych i spotecz-
nych 1918-1939, in: Zycie polityczne w Polsce 1918-1939, ed. J. Zarnowski, Wroctaw-Warsza-
wa-Krakéw—-Gdansk-L6dz 1985, p. 309 and next.

6 J. Macata, Polska katolicka w mysli politycznej II RP, Torun 2005; A. Gruszecki, Katolicy
II Rzeczypospolitej o ustroju spoteczno-politycznym, Krakéw 2007.

7 Zycie religijne w Polsce pod okupacja hitlerowskq 1939-1945, ed. Z. Zielitiski, Warszawa
1982.

8 Z. Fijatkowski, Koécidt katolicki na ziemiach polskich w latach okupacji hitlerowskiej, War-
szawa 1983.
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crimes against Polish bishops, priests, nuns, and monks’. It should be not-
ed that topics of Catholic Church political engagement and its actions
to influence the population were treated only marginally, only in the
form of small mentions. Still, there is no sizeable and comprehensive
prints on the issue.

Under such circumstances, the unpublished doctoral dissertation
of Mariusz Wtodarczyk, on the attitude of the Catholic Church towards the
direct threat of the armed conflict in 1939, is particularly valuable. It was
defended at the Political Sciences Faculty of the Humanities Academy
named after Prof. A. Gieysztor in Pultusk. The author touched a number
of topics related to activities and plans of the Polish Bishops Conference,
military chaplaincy, Catholic press, and media. It was prepared with the
wide spectrum of different sources, mainly archival and press materials.
It would be very useful if this dissertation would see publication'.

Basic information on members of the Polish Bishops Conference in the
interwar period, including the range and scope of their involvement in pa-
triotic and political initiatives just before the conflict and during the first
weeks of occupation, could be found in above-mentioned works of K. Kra-
sowski and Stanistaw Wilk. This was done with the Conference consid-
ered as just an institution and also with regard to actions taken by its
individual members, including these of the Primate of Poland — Cardinal
August Hlond. Important sources for historians remain source editions
of materials regarding teachings of the Primate. One of the most valuable
is the selection of his works and speeches done by Stanistaw Kosiriski and
teaching materials collected by Jan Konieczny. In both volumes, it is pos-
sible to find Primate’s speeches and sermons from the period just before
WWIL In many documents, Cardinal called the Polish society to make
necessary sacrifices to save the Country''. Jerzy Myszor and Jan Koniec-
zny collected and published letters of Primate Hlond and Military Field
Ordinary of the Polish Armed Forces, bishop Jozef Gawlina from the pe-
riod of 1924-1939. As for area of our interest, there are several important
letters of the Bishop such as this sent out in August 1939 on organization

®  P. Podlewski, Wierni Bogu i ojczyznie. Duchowieristwo katolickie w walce o niepodlegtos¢
Polski w 11 wojnie swiatowej, Warszawa 1985.

10 M. Wiodarczyk, Koécidt katolicki w Polsce wobec zagrozenia wojennego w 1939 r., Put-
tusk 2012. The doctoral dissertation written under the supervision of Prof. Wojciech
Jakubowski, defended at the Political Sciences Faculty of Humanities Academy named
after Prof. A. Gieysztor in Pultusk. On this occasion, author wants to express his gratitude
to Mr. Wiodarczyk, Ph.D. for sharing the copy of this Ph.D. Thesis.

"' A. Hlond, Daj mi dusze: wybér pism i przemowien 1879-1948, ed. P. Kosinski, £L6dz
1979; idem, W stuzbie Boga i Ojczyzny: wybdr pism i przemdwienn 19221948, ed. P. Kosinski,
Warszawa 1988; idem, Dzieta. Nauczanie 18971948, vol. 1, ed. J. Konieczny, Torun 2003.

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.223-248



228 GRZEGORZ WNETRZAK

of all religious institutes and congregations in hospitals. That was one
of the issues initiated by Gawlina. Another element that could be found
in this paper is the question of the military training for clergy'.

Kazimierz Smigiel described and assessed actions of Cardinal Hlond
in September 1939, including circumstances of his departure from the
Country and related polemics on this specific topic. The publication cov-
ered also fate of the Catholic Church in occupied parts of Poland, i.e.
in Warthegau, with both Primate’s dioceses (in Gniezno and Poznan)®.

Jan Pietrzak presented the attitude of the Cardinal towards ‘Sanacja’,
also in on the eve of WWII'. Public speeches and sermons delivered be-
fore the outbreak of the armed conflict with Germany and his September
stories could be found in short but very authentic and informative work
of Jerzy Lis®™.

Another important book is the monograph of Tomasz Serwatka on po-
litical concepts of Cardinal Hlond. Author carefully analyzed the attitude
of the Primate towards the ruling establishment, its opponents, and the
Nation itself, especially with regards to support to the Government and
Beck’s foreign policy just before the war.

Serwatka provided, as Smigiel did, detailed description of the Pri-
mate’s position and activities in September 1939 and circumstances of his
controversial evacuation from Poland. He also mentioned the most im-
portant excerpts from his public speeches and sermons (also delivered
via radio) from the end September/October'. His message to the Polish
Nation broadcasted by the Vatican Radio at the end of September could
be found in documents collected and edited by Stanislaw Kosinski'’.

A lot of information on decisions and activities of the Cardinal on the
brink of war, and especially on his controversial decision to flee the Coun-
try, could also be found in works of Romana Brzeziniska, Jan Konieczny
and Wojciech Necel’. Recent monographs on Hlond, written by Lukasz

12 Korespondencja Augusta Hlonda i Jozefa Gawliny w latach 1924-1948, eds. J. Myszor,

J. Konieczny, Katowice 2003, p. 194 and next.

13 K. Smigiel, Koscidt katolicki w tzw. okregu Warty 1939-1945, Lublin 1979, p. 75 and next.

14 . Pietrzak, Czy kard. August Hlond byt zwolennikiem sanacji?, in: Kosciét w II Rzeczypo-
spolitej, eds. Z. Zielinski, S. Wilk, Lublin 1981.

15 1. Lis, August Hlond 1881-1948. Prymas Polski, Kardynal, dziatacz spoleczny, pisarz, Kato-
wickie Towarzystwo Spoleczno-Kulturalne, Katowice 1987, pp. 9-10.

16 T. Serwatka, Koncepcje spoteczno-polityczne Prymasa Polski Augusta Hlonda (1926-1948),
Poznan 2006, p. 13 and next.

7 A.Hlond., W stuzbie.

18 Stuga Bozy August Hlond, eds. J. Konieczny, W. Necel, Poznari 1994; R. Brzeziriska, Ku
zwyciestwu: rzecz o kardynale Auguscie Hlondzie, Zabki 2004
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Kobiela and Teresa Jankowska, mostly repeated, and confirmed earlier
conclusions of researchers®.

The most important and prominent figure in opposition to the post-
May 1926 establishment was Cardinal Adam Sapieha. A lot has been
written on this topic, on his decisions and actions. There is a sizeable
subject literature on such issues. The most comprehensive description and
evaluation of the Episcopal Curia relations with authorities were provided
in the article of Adam Vetulani®. Additional information on Sapieha be-
fore the outbreak of WWII could be found in works of Jerzy Wolny and
Tomasz Pawlikowski?'.

In this context, the most interesting issue had been the problem of Car-
dinal resignation submitted to the Pope Pius XI and then to Pius XII.
He offered his resignation and then, having in mind the necessity the
Cardinal to be responsible and stay with his Cracow Church in the times
of political breakthrough. He then decided that under the circumstances,
the faithful of the Church should not stay without their spiritual leader.

During the last months of peace, Cardinal Sapieha wanted to strength-
en patriotic and civic postures of his Christian folk and clergy. Such
approach was well elaborated in works of Boleslaw Przybyszewski and
Jacek Czajowski®. Grzegorz Chajko presented in the biography of the
Lviv Archbishop Bolestaw Twardowski his engagement in all initiatives
to build the defence potential of the Country (mainly with regard to sup-
port the Air and Anti-gas Defence League — Pol. Liga Obrony Powietrznej
i Przeciwgazowej, LOPP). He even proposed to provide church bell tow-
ers for air defence observation posts. This had already happened several
years before the war®.

Also some other important figures of the Polish Bishops Conference
in 1938-1939 are very interesting and deserve our attention. This refers
mainly to the Ordinary of Kielce, bishop Czestaw Kaczmarek. His posture

9 L. Kobiela, August Hlond 1881-1948, Stowarzyszenie Pokolenie, Rzeszéw—Katowice

2018, T. Jankowska, Catkowicie oddany Bogu i Koéciotowi. Stuga Bozy Kardynat August Hlond,
Warszawa 2017.

20 A. Vetulani, Arcypasterz krakowski na przetomie epok. Adam Stefan Sapieha w latach 1912
1939, in: Kosciot.

2L 1. Wolny, Arcybiskup Adam Stefan Sapieha w obronie Narodu i Kosciola polskiego w cza-
sie II wojny swiatowej, in: Ksiega Sapiezyriska, vol. 2, Dziatalno$¢ koscielna i narodowa Adama
Stefana Sapiehy, ed. ]. Wolny, Krakow 1986, pp. 214-216; T. Pawlikowski, Kardynat Sapieha,
Lublin 2003.

22 B. Przybyszewski, Adam Stefan kardynal Sapieha. Pasterz Dobry — Ksigze Nieztomny,
Lanicut 2002, pp. 244; J. Czajowski, Kardynat Sapieha, Wroctaw 1997, p. 121 and next.

% G. Chajko, Arcybiskup Bolestaw Twardowski (1864-1944), Rzeszéw 2010, pp. 362-363.
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230 GRZEGORZ WNETRZAK

and activities were presented in the book of Daniel Wojciechowski®*.
The situation in the neighbouring Diocese of Sandomierz and the role
of its Apostolic Administrator Jan Kanty Lorek was described by Bogdan
Stanaszek in his work on the clergy of this diocese®. Overview of pastoral
teaching of Stanistaw Adamski, the Bishop of Katowice before WWII,
was included to the work of Rudolf Brom?. As for other hierarchs of the
Church, it is necessary to mention the work on one of leading critics of the
‘Sanacja” Government, the Ordinary of Lomza, bishop Stanistaw Kostka
Lukomski, prepared by rev. Tadeusz Bialous.

The author underlined a very patriotic attitude of this bishop, who
in his many pastoral letters in 1939 and during his public appearances
always emphasized how necessary and right is to stand up and defend
the Country. However, at the same time he was very realistically assess-
ing Polish chances for a military success®.

M. Wiodarczyk in his Ph.D. Thesis also presented a dozen or so Polish
bishops of the time, giving his attention for the most prominent figures
of the Polish Bishops Conference. Particular place was given to Cardinal
August Hlond. His views, opinions, and ideas from the period just before
the war were reconstructed by the author on the base of his prints and
sermons delivered to his Christian folk. Especially valuable and useful
are findings on the Vilnius Archbishop Romuald Jatbrzykowski, Ordinary
of Czestochowa Teodor Kubina, Ordinary of Kielce C. Kaczmarek, Ordi-
nary of Sandomierz ]J.K. Lorek. They were based on analysis of Church
Parish and Curia documents.

As for Jalbrzykowski, one thing should be mentioned here, and
it is an important pastoral letter from the beginning of April 1939. In this
document, he called upon the faithful and clergy to raise money for the
defence of the Country. Bishop T. Kubina many times stressed the seri-
ousness of the situation, which required strong posture and major clarity
in the matter of defence. One of the manifestations of building the national
unity on the brink of war was the statement of the Archbishop of Cze-
stochowa to cast the ballots in the parliamentary elections, in the second
half of 1938. This should be noted as this hierarch was widely known for

2 D. Wojciechowski, Biskup Czestaw Kaczmarek (1895-1938-1963): w 40. rocznice $mierci,
Kielce 2003.

% B. Stanaszek, Duchowietistwo diecezji sandomierskiej w latach 1918-1939, Lublin 1994,
p. 428.

% R. Brom, Nauczanie pasterskie biskupa katowickiego Stanistawa Adamskiego (1930-1967),
Katowice 2009.

2 T. Biatous, Biskup Stanistaw Kostka Eukomski (1874-1948). Pasterz nieztomny, Rajgrod
2010, pp. 193-194, 221 and next.
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his strong criticism with regard to the ruling establishment. During the
Eucharistic Congress in Zawiercie at the end of June, he called everybody
— in case of war — to start praying for the victory of the Polish soldiers.

The author cited not only pastoral letter of Bishop Kaczmarek, but
also instructions issued to priests of his diocese, sent out just before the
outbreak of the armed conflict with Germany, in last days of August
1939. He ordered priest not to leave their churches, folk and parishes
and wanted them to be actively involved in all organizations that would
provide aid to the victims of war.

Very valuable is also information on Bishop Lorek (in 1939, the San-
domierz Diocese Apostolic Administrator), and his support to initiatives
to raise money for National Defense Fund (Pol. Fundusz Obrony Naro-
dowej) and Anti-Aircraft Defense Bonds (Pol. Pozyczka Obrony Prze-
ciwlotniczej). As in the case of Bishop Kaczmarek, Wtodarczyk was able
to find special instructions issued by Bishop Lorek calling to support
Polish Armed Forces, to back initiatives to provide aid to war victims,
and to organize Church services in the intention of the Polish victory. He
also wanted clergy to get acquainted with the principles of air defence,
all to save human lives.

The same author has shown Polish Church dilemmas linked with its
relations with the Armed Forces, and in particular with the issue of bless-
ing of military equipment and arms. He used the example of the San-
domierz Apostolic Administrator to discuss problems of compatibility
of Church’s moral teachings with the request from the military. Bishop
Lorek was strongly against such initiatives. He used arguments that the
blessing could only be given to non-lethal pieces of equipment, i.e. mili-
tary unit symbols and standards, gear for the military Health Service and
communication equipment.

The figure of the Siedlce Bishop Henryk Przezdziecki should also
be mentioned here. He died before WWII (in May 1939), but he had
been, already from the half of the 1930s of twentieth century, very much
involved in all activities aimed at building support for the Polish Armed
Forces. Especially, the last months of his life, it was the time of his in-
creased activity in this domain. He tried, with a great success, to mobilise
his priests and clergy to support FON and LOPP. One month before
his death, he even transferred a large amount of his own money to the
LOPP fund®.

Due to its specificity, quite a separate issue had been the attitude
of bishop Stanislaw Adamski, who was responsible for the Katowice
Diocese. On one side, he had in his area a significant group of German

2 M. Wlodarczyk, op. cit., p. 83 and next.
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Catholics, on the other — a part of Silesia inhabitants presented no clear
national identity, especially with regard to the very existence and culture
of the Polish State.

In this very context, Wlodarczyk has shown a balanced attitude to-
wards Polish authorities and the German ethnic minority. On one side,
he defended rights of this ethnicity to held Church services in German,
but on the other he has also been a great Polish patriot. He kept encour-
aging support to the Polish Armed Forces and showing loyalty to the
Country. He had always emphasized that as for the issue of Polish in-
dependence, there is no room for a compromise. The author also under-
lined that to give example to the faithful of the Church, he stayed in his
Diocese in Silesia, despite the possibility for evacuation offered to him
by Polish authorities®.

The posture of Catholic hierarchs after breaking out the war in Sep-
tember 1939 is a separate issue. The issue of Cardinal Hlond and elements
related to his departure were already described above. As for Cardinal
Adam Sapieha, the most prominent figure of the Polish Bishops Confer-
ence during the war and informal spiritual leader of Poles at the time, his
posture and activities were comprehensively presented by T. Pawlikowski
and M. Wtodarczyk.

The second author also described the activity of Citizens” Commit-
tee for Aid to War Victims (Pol. Obywatelski Komitet Pomocy Ofiarom
Wojny) led by this Cardinal®®. More could be found in the Cardinal’s
biography by J. Czajowski®!.

Andrzej Czestaw Zak presented the person and activity of the Warsaw
Vicar General Stanistaw Gall*?. Grzegorz Chajko described in the biogra-
phy the uncompromising posture of Archbishop Twardowski, the Lviv
Ordinary, with regard to aggressors and occupants. Archbishop took the
hardline approach and was for example strongly against proposal of the
Lviv Military Commander who wanted to surrender the town to Soviets®.

Kazimierz émigiel, as cited before, offered the summary of the ad-
ventures and trouble of the Wloclawek Ordinary, Bishop Karol Radonski
who left the Country to travel through Hungary and Yugoslavia, in his
book on the war history of the Church in Warthegau®. In the biogra-

Ibidem, p. 96 and next.
30 T. Pawlikowski, op. cit., p. 67 and next; M. Wiodarczyk, op. cit., p. 197.
J. Czajowski, op. cit., p. 129 and next.
%2 A.C. Zak, Pierwszy biskup polowy Wojska Polskiego: arcybiskup Stanistaw Gall 1865-1942:
jubileusz 75-lecia Ordynariatu Polowego WP, Warszawa 1994.
3 G. Chajko, Arcybiskup, p. 363.
3 K. émigiel, op. cit., pp. 79-80.
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phy of the Lodz Ordinary, Bishop Wtodzimierz Jasiniski, by Kazimierz
Dabrowski, reader can find information on his appeal to the population
of the city, encouraging to defend this important town and motives of his
decision not to be evacuated from Lodz, despite such a proposal from
the Voivode®. More information on this Bishop is included in the work
of Kasper Sipowicz, who focused his research on religious persecution
in the Warthegau, and also in the above-mentioned print of Kazimierz
Smigiel*. Maria Debowska presented the situation of the Church in Vol-
hynia and also described activities of the Luck Ordinary, bishop Adolf
Szelazek during first weeks of war®. T. Biatous in a very comprehensive
and precise way provided a lot of information on the posture and activi-
ties of the Lomza Ordinary, Bishop Stanistaw Kostka Lukomski®.

The figure of Katowice Bishop Stanistaw Adamski, who had to deal
with very difficult social and ethnic problems and had been forced to al-
ways look for compromise solutions, was characterized by Jerzy Wolny
and Jerzy Myszor. ]. Myszor not only referred to the posture and activi-
ties of Bishop Adamski in September 1939, but also to the Third Reich
policy to liquidate the Katowice Diocese and its fight with Bishop, who
was making each and every effort to save Polishness of Silesia®.

Also J. Macata provided another insight to decisions and activities
of Bishop Adamski, just before the war, also assessments related to the
issue of services in German and Czech languages (after annexation of the
Cieszyn Zaolzie). The demand not to use such languages in the services
was submitted to the Bishop by the Office of the Silesian Voivode®.

It is also necessary to mention here those bishops who had no such
glorious cards in September 1939 as hierarchs mentioned above. It could
be proved with their pastoral letters and proclamations directed to faithful

% K. Dabrowski, Arcybiskup Whodzimierz Jasiriski 1937-1965, £.6dz 2015.

3 K. Smigiel, op. cit. p. 75; K. Sipowicz, Przesladowania religijne w Kraju Warty, £6dz 2016,
p. 149.

37 M. Debowska, Kodcidt katolicki na Wolyniu w warunkach okupacji, Rzeszéw 2008, p. 79
and next; M. Debowska, Diecezja tucka za rzqdéw biskupa Adolfa Piotra Szelgzka, in: Stuga Bozy
Adolf Piotr Szelazek. Zycie, dzialalnosé, duchowoéé, eds. L. Zygner, R. Dmowski, Ciechanéw
2017, p. 61 and next.

% T. Biatous, op. cit., p. 226 and next.

% ]. Wolny, op. cit., p. 224; ]. Myszor, Postuga pasterska biskupa P. Adamskiego w okre-
sie okupacji hitlerowskiej 19391945, in: Duszpasterz czasu wojny i okupacji — biskup Stanistaw
Adamski: 1939-1945, ed. J. Myszor, Katowice 1994; idem, Historia diecezji katowickiej, Kato-
wice 1999, p. 295 and next.

40 7. Macata, Duszpasterstwo a narodowos¢ wiernych. Kosciét katolicki w diecezji katowickiej
wobec mniejszodci niemieckiej 1922-1939, Katowice—-Wroctaw 1999, p. 124 and next.
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of the Church, in which they fore example had called to show obedience
to occupation authorities.

Such letters were prepared by the Pelplin Suffragan Bishop Konstanty
Dominik already on the fourth day of the war, when German forces seized
Pomerania. A copy could be found in the work of K. Leszczyniski. Also
Jan Sledzianowski, Daniel Wojciechowski and M. Wtodarczyk indicated
controversies linked to the statements that the Kielce Ordinary Bishop,
C. Kaczmarek, welcomed German troops entering the city*'.

In this context, Sledzianowski’s biography of Kaczmarek published
in 1991, is especially important as it includes his pastoral letters from
September 1939, addressed to clergy and his flock. They showed how
engaged the Bishop was in aid to the local population and upkeeping
its spirit*.

Czestaw Tomczyk in his work on the Czestochowa Diocese during
the German occupation, presented the situation and described behaviour
and activities of Bishop T. Kubina (including very controversial issue
of him passing on to Einsatzgruppe the information on the structure
and composition of his organization*’. Tomczyk also marshalled the facts
of exploiting the authority of the Catholic Church in the area of the Cze-
stochowa Diocese by Germans, including building the system of German
propaganda newspapers for their own purposes®.

The Roman Catholic Church has always been an important factor
in building and strengthening Polish patriotism. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to remember about the special role of Catholic priests on the Polish
society and their influence on the local population. However, although
a lot has been written about political and social role of the Catholic clergy
during the interwar period, most of the authors evaluated its attitude and
action in the last few months before WWII only sketchily and selectively.

Only a number of priests had been properly presented and evaluated,
mainly those the most involved in patriotic activities. Very good example
of such an approach, is the assessment of activities of rev. Karol Milik,
the director of the institution that had well-earned opinion of an entity
supporting Polishness in the area of the Prussian partition of Poland — the

41 ]. Sledzianowski, Ks. Biskup Czestaw Kaczmarek w pamieci duchowieristwa diecezji kielec-

kiej, Kielce 1989; J. Sledzianowski, Ksigdz Czestaw Kaczmarek biskup kielecki 1895-1963, Kielce
1991; D. Wojciechowski, op. cit., passim; M. Wlodarczyk, op. cit., p. 204 and next.

2], Sledzianowski, Ksigdz, p. 63 and next.

#  C. Tomcezyk, Diecezja czestochowska w latach okupacji hitlerowskiej, in: Studia z historii
Kosciota w Polsce, vol. 4, Warszawa 1978, p. 253 and next.

# Ibidem, p. 260.

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.223-248



STATUS AND PROSPECTS FOR RESEARCH ON THE ATTITUDE... 235

Popular Libraries Association. It could be found in the work of Piotr
Nowak dedicated to the clergy of the Poznan Diocese®.

It is known that the Polish Catholic clergy was one of groups, which
had been one of victims of persecution by coming German troops. Weh-
rmacht and German security services perceived this social group and its
structures among people from villages and cities, in parishes and dioceses,
as particular element building and strengthening the Polish patriotism,
national identity and sense of fidelity to the Country.

Regardless of such estimates, in many cases the direct cause for or-
ganizing executions of clergy was the real or even alleged involvement
in support to Polish Armed Forces. Many such cases were presented
in monographs of several dioceses on the times of occupation. For the
Czestochowa Diocese it was done by C. Tomczyk*.

As for the topic of terrorizing and oppressing the Polish clergy,
one of the important and valuable works in the Biographical Diction-
ary of Priests from the Diocese of Chelmno by Jan Szylling. This entity
was one of the most affected by German repression and extermination.
Author included in this monograph presentations of priests killed in the
first months of occupation for their patriotic posture and influencing the
local population in this spirit*.

Larysa Michajlik, in her monograph on the history of the Catholic
Church in the North-Eastern Borderlands of the Second Polish Republic
during WWII, submitted stories of priests killed and persecuted by So-
viets, Red Army and sentenced by a vigilante justice organized by local
Communists in area of Grodno®.

Grzegorz Chajko described the situation in the Archdiocese of Lviv
that was one of the main targets of the Red Army offensive and pre-
sented the facts of Catholic clergy persecution by Soviets. He also evalu-
ated the attitude of Catholic priests towards Communism and Nazism®.
Rev. J. Myszor assessed cases of persecution in the Katowice Diocese
in September 1939%°.

% P.Nowak, Duchowieristwo w Archidiecezji Poznanskiej 1918-1939, Poznan 2017, p. 314.

#  C. Tomezyk, op. cit., p. 236 and next.

47 7. Szilling. Meczeristwo — Stuzba — Walka. Duchowieristwo diecezji chetmiriskiej w latach
drugiej wojny swiatowej, Torun 2019.

# L. Michajlik, Kosciét katolicki na Grodzieniszczyznie 1939-1956, Warszawa 2008, p. 37
and next.

¥ G. Chajko, Duchowieristwo archidiecezji lwowskiej obrzadku taciriskiego wobec komunizmu
i hitleryzmu (do 1945), in: Koéciét katolicki w Europie Srodkowo-Wschodniej w obliczu dwéch
totalitaryzméw (1917-1990), vol. 1, eds. M. Krzysztofiniski, ]. Wolczaniski, Rzeszéw—Stalowa
Wola-Lviv 2015.

50 1. Myszor, Historia diecezji katowickiej, Katowice 1999, p. 317 and next.

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.58.223-248



236 GRZEGORZ WNETRZAK

The role of the Polish Military Field Ordinariate Bishop in war prepa-
rations and during the armed conflict is a separate issue. The most im-
portant and valuable monograph is that on the interwar period by Janusz
Odziemkowski and Bolestaw Spychata®'. Authors provided many impor-
tant details on the functioning of the military chaplaincy in the Polish
Armed Forces, using many sources and materials — also to answer the
question about the influence of chaplains on morale of troops and quality
of military training™.

Last chapter describes the place and role of the Polish Military Field
Ordinariate in months just the breakout of WWII and the September
1939 Military Campaign. In also includes points on activities of the Field
Ordinariate Bishop, copies of his sermons and proclamations. In addi-
tion, the book presents activities and role of chaplains on the September
1939 battlefields and stories of these priests who lost their lives during
the Campaign. Both authors underlined important role and positive in-
fluence of military chaplains and Christian values, promoted by priests
on soldiers, who had not always been Catholics®. As for the situation
of military chaplains in the Northeastern Poland, in areas annexed in Sep-
tember by Soviets, it was comprehensively presented by L. Michajlik
in her book on the history of the Catholic Church in the Grodno District
during WWIT.

Also M. Wiodarczyk, mentioned here already several times, covered
issues of the military chaplaincy in one of the chapters of his book. He
used a number of archival material and copies of press articles, including
very important publication, which was considered an official periodical
of the Episcopal Curia — “Internal Order of the Military Field Ordinary”
(Pol. “Rozkaz Wewnetrzny Biskupa Polowego”). That allowed him to ana-
lyze decisions and activities of Bishop J. Gawlina and his Curia in the
crisis situation and in the wartime. He was able to evaluate methods
of the Bishop to mobilize his chaplains for hard and difficult work and
asked them to call Christians to support all national defence initiatives.

What is also important, Wiodarczyk presented activities of Bishop
Gawlina and his Curia on the forum of the Polish Bishops Conference. He
promoted knowledge about security and defence-related issues in this spe-
cific environment. He wanted to convince other hierarchs how important

51 1. Odziemkowski, B. Spychata, Duszpasterstwo wojskowe w II Rzeczypospolitej, Warsza-
wa 1987.

%2 Ibidem, p. 165 and next.

5 Ibidem, p. 207.

5% L. Michajlik, Kosciét katolicki na Grodzienszczyznie 1939-1956, Warszawa 2008, p. 25
and next.
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is to prepare priests to understand the specificity of the military service
and how chaplains should use their capacity to become a kind of spiritual
guides for the military and civilians. Gawlina was even able to convince
the Bishops Conference to introduce new trainings for theology students
on air defence and anti-gas defence. It was complemented by obligatory
lectures in diocesan seminaries on the military chaplaincy.

Wilodarczyk also presented elements related to military chaplaincy
publications in the press. They mainly referred to questions how to justify
military action and explain the ‘Just War’ term. Such elements had been
a part of theoretical and practical preparations of readers to the coming
armed conflict and to justify and rationalize the necessity of defending the
Country against any aggressor. On the pages of “Rozkaz...” a series of ar-
ticles by Father Bochenski was published already several months before
the war, since April 1939, and they served a purpose indicated above. Vast
fragments of such articles were cited by Wlodarczyk. These publications
had been an important element to shape attitudes of the clergy and the
faithful. Wlodarczyk wrote: ‘The series of Father Jozef Maria Bochenski
articles have played a significant role in processes of soldiers” education
and training for a coming war, at each and every level of command. They
presented clearly articulated attitude of the Catholic Church and repeated
its ethic teachings on issues that could have made the conscience of a sol-
diers uncomfortable. Such publications allowed soldiers to realize that
military actions with all their consequences could be positive from the
moral and religious points of view and even considered a positive and
desired outcome. As Bochenski indicated, Poland satisfied all the morally
positive conditions related to Just War. All mistakes and the fault were
with the German invader [...] “Rozkaz...” was readily available to files
and ranks of the Armed Forces (it was an obligation and duty for each
military chaplain to get and use such a publication). It resulted on wide
knowledge of their content by the troops and chaplaincy’*.

The separate but very interesting question was the issue of blessing
of armament and military equipment by priests and hierarchy. As we are
all aware, the Polish Catholic Church did not recommend such services
and limited its actions to blessing of non-lethal equipment as elements
that would not be used to inflict death and pain on others. Also Bishop
Gawlina assumed such a position. However, such attitude had not been
common within the Polish Catholic clergy as indicated by the vivid ex-
pression of such controversies in the polemic published in journals con-
nected to Curia of Gawlina. Thanks to Wlodarczyk, who quoted opinions

% M. Wiodarczyk, p. 130 and next.
% Ibidem, p. 145.
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of many priests, we are able to learn about arguments of all sides. The best
and most useful example are articles of rev. Jan Wojtyniak in “Rozkaz...””".

Also, the issue of Catholic organizations still deserves better attention.
The Catholic press and journals should be better examined and evalu-
ated. In 1930s of the twentieth century, more than two hundred Catholic
periodicals were printed and distributed. They were prepared, edited,
and circulated by the Catholic Action organization (Pol. Akcja Katolicka)
under the aegis of specific dioceses and Church institutions, including
charities. However, there is not too much information on the attitude
of the Catholic press and other media towards last prewar months events.

Some bits and pieces could be found in the monograph of Jerzy
Pils on relations of the Catholic Church with radio and film during the
interwar period®. The most comprehensive analysis of Catholic publica-
tions before the war was conducted by M. Wtodarczyk, who pointed out
at the most important prints such as “Przeglad Powszechny”, “Prad”,
“Przewodnik Spoteczny”, “Pro Christo. Wiara i Czyn”, “Ruch Katolicki”
and “Kultura”.

As indicated by the Wlodarczyk, such press and journals manifested
the attitude that could have been fully identified with the necessity of the
active defence of the Polish Statehood, including the armed struggle. They
also emphasized ideological character of the war that had to be conducted
by Christian Poland: on one side with the pagan Nazism, on the other
— the battle with the godless Communism.

We also should turn our attention to articles in the Catholic press
that had been directed to women. Such publications underlined their role
in the upcoming war and warned about its total character. They cautioned
that not only very existence of the Nation but also lives of their husbands
and sons would be in danger. Authors placed accents also on the spiritual
dimension. They emphasized that winning the war is not only the ques-
tion of military equipment and armament. The moral force is required
also to face the enemy on the battlefield. Therefore, Poland should win the
spiritual arms race as it was able to build the moral and cultural strength
on the base of the Gospel and Christian principles. Authors used the au-
thority of Saint Thomas Aquinas and papal teachings that the physical
defence of the Country against aggression is the duty of each Christian.

Another interesting aspect examined by Wlodarczyk was the issue
of Polish press reaction to the results of the Miinchen Conference and
its implications for Czechoslovakia and Poland. It is noteworthy that the
Polish media, in spite of all the criticism that can be levelled at Czechs

5 Ibidem, p. 136 and next.
5 7. Plis, Kosci6t katolicki w Polsce a prasa, radio, film 1918-1939, Lublin 2001.
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for their passive posture and the total lack of will to combat, also pointed
out at the national Czech character and lack of real and strong Catholic
faith. The press claimed that it would not be the case in Poland and Poles
would take up arms and fight with an aggressor. They emphasized that
for Catholics there was no such approach like a peace at any price. To
justify the defensive war to fight for the independence, there had been
even articles on morally acceptable aggression against the country, which
is led in its internal and foreign policies by a criminal ideology™’.

The separate question is the attitude of clergy and hierarchs of other
Catholic Rites in Poland. Main problems to be discussed are the posture
of the Greek Orthodox Church, its demographic potential (11% of Po-
land’s population, 1/7 of all Polish Catholics), and position of this Church
with regard to the idea of building modern Ukrainian national identity
and political aspirations of Ukrainians.

This was clearly against Polish national interests, especially in the
area of the Eastern Lesser Poland. The Greek Orthodox Church clergy,
monks, nuns, and laity supported new ideas and also built the national
identity of their faithful. They even resorted to activities undermining the
Polish authority in areas, which were perceived as ethnically Ukrainian.
There is an extensive body of literature on the subject. One of the main
sources could be the work of rev. Wladystaw Pigtowski. He analyzed the
postures and activities of the Greek Orthodox clergy, also related to this
Church attitude towards the Polish population before 1939%.

Another important and pioneering publication is that of Florentyna
Rzemieniuk, who presented the whole spectrum of political and social
activities of the clergy, including anti-Government activities during the
interwar period and just before the outbreak of WWII®'. Another detailed
analysis of anti-State activities of the Ukrainian underground movement
with the application of the vast source base was conducted by Lucyna
Kuliniska®?. Such phenomena were also examined for local populations,

¥ M. Wiodarczyk, op. cit., p. 160.

80 W. Pietowski, Stosunki polsko-ukrairiskie po wybuchu Il wojny Swiatowej. Zarys, Czarna k
Lanicuta 1988.

61 F. Rzemieniuk, Walki polityczne duchowieristwa greckokatolickiego o niepodlegtosé Ukrainy
w okresie 11 Rzeczypospolitej (1918-1939), Siedlce 2003; eadem, Stosunek greckokatolickiego du-
chowienstwa do panstwa polskiego w czasach II Rzeczypospolitej, “Rocznik Historyczno-Archi-
walny” 2004, 18.

62 L. Kulinska., Dzialalnos¢ terrorystyczna i sabotazowa nacjonalistycznych organizacji ukra-
iniskich w Polsce 1922-1939, Krakow 2009; idem, Antypolska dziatalnos¢ duchowieristwa grecko-
katolickiego w II Rzeczypospolitej, in: Polityczne, religijne i kulturalne aspekty sprawy polskiej na
Kresach Wschodnich, ed. B. Grott, Krakéw 2009.
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for example for Lemkivshchyna and Bieszczady Mountains®. This was
not the whole research spectrum, but it is necessary to state that the anti-
Government attitudes had been well covered by source materials, also
archival documents. It should be mentioned that we had also other Greek
Orthodox Church postures evidently supporting the Polish Statehood.
This last problem has just been only signalled in the subject literature,
for example in the work of Anna Krochmal on relations between Catholic
and Greek Orthodox Church clergy during the interwar period in the
important Przemysl Diocese®.

The literature review leads us to the conclusion that abovementioned
problems still had not been comprehensively done and not up to neces-
sary details, especially with regard to political and social position of the
Church and its influence on public sentiments in the last months before
the war. In practical terms, each area presented above requires further
research, filling the gaps with regard to research deficiencies and assum-
ing a new, more comprehensive, and multi-dimensional approach.

The best known and examined are issues of the regular military
chaplaincy. However, it would be still useful to widen and step up sci-
entific research in order to be able to identify methods and effectiveness
of influence of chaplains on files and ranks, also taking into account
moral aspect of warfare. Next interesting element would be examin-
ing stories of military chaplains during the Polish September Military
Campaign of 1939.

There are still some issues that require more research and analysis.
One of them is the position of the Polish Bishops Conference as a whole
with regard to the coming war. To do that, it is necessary to complement
assessments with evaluation of attitudes of a number of bishops as we
do not have the full information about all members of the Conference.

Some questions should still be answered — to what extent were all
bishops engaged and involved in the spiritual formation of their faithful
to prepare them for the hard times of the armed conflict? What was the
scope and extent of their support to civilian and military authorities?

6 P. Przybylski, Rola duchowieristwa greckokatolickiego w ksztaltowaniu sie opcji narodowych

wsrod Lemkéw w latach 1918—1947, Torun 2006; G. Wnetrzak, Dziatalno$é proukrainiska ducho-
wienstwa greckokatolickiego na terenie Lemkowszczyzny w latach 1935-1939 w Swietle raportéw
wojewody krakowskiego i lwowskiego, in: Dylematy kulturowe i spoteczne pogranicza, vol. 13, eds.
P. Fraczek, ] K. Karolczuk, Sanok 2021; idem Dziatalnos¢ proukrairiska ksiezy greckokatolickich
w Bieszczadach w latach 1935-1939 w raportach wojewody lwowskiego, in: Wspélczesne regionali-
zmy i separatyzmy polityczne i kulturowe w Europie Srodkowej i Wschodniej, eds. D. Miszewski,
G. Wnetrzak, F. Dabrowski, Warszawa 2021.

6 A.Krochmal, Konflikt czy wspélpraca? Relacje miedzy duchowieristwem tacifiskim i grecko-
katolickim w latach 1918-1939, Lublin 2001.
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How did they act and behave in the first weeks of war? If they did little
or nothing — that also needs explanation and assessment.

Undoubtedly, it would also be very interesting to evaluate attitudes
of particular bishops towards political establishment through the prism
of their political sympathies. It is sensible to ask about their positions
with regard to and expression of support to either ‘anti-Sanacja’ political
opposition, or Christian Conservatists, or National Democrats. The ques-
tion remains how their attitude was motivated and what was the main
factor that determined their actions? Available subject literature allows
an assessment that there had not been big differences among the mem-
bers of the Conference and all cooperated and supported Polish civilian
and military authorities. However, a full and credible statement could
only be prepared after detailed and comprehensive research that should
include all members of this body, with the main focus on Ordinaries.

Another element that requires more study is the attitude of particular
hierarchs in the first days of the Polish Military Campaign of September
1939 and how they managed to direct and control priests and clergy
in their dioceses. The most important person for such examination should
be Cardinal August Hlond, as the fact of him leaving the Country still
evokes many discussions, and generate many interpretations and assess-
ments, sometimes diametrically different. As the result, the question arises
how actions, political and religious posture of Hlond on one side, and
Sapieha attitude on the other, influenced activities and position of priests
and clergy in Poland, in dioceses and parishes.

Ungquestionably, it is essential to develop and widen the cognitive per-
spective with regard to the Catholic press in Poland as well. The research
should include much wider catalogue of Catholic journals and newspa-
pers — to create the possibility to look at research problems from many
different perspectives. This should be done mainly for the most popular
and most widely distributed press titles. The main problem to be thor-
oughly studied is how divergent had been postures of hierarchs and
clergy and how we see elements presented in the work of M. Wtodarczyk
or rather we should talk about uniform and helpful attitude towards
Polish civilian and military authorities? What is even more important,
we should carefully look into the problem of Catholic press with regard
to its geographical dimension and distribution. For example, in Silesia,
due to its long and distinguished tradition, Catholic journals and news-
papers attracted many loyal readers.

The Catholic Church as an institution, was holding considerable au-
thority and played an important role in almost all social strata of the
population. However, it should be noted that Catholics was a group that
had not been ethnically homogenous. Therefore, it is required to conduct
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detailed and comprehensive research that would include both the Polish
press as well as titles published for ethnic minorities.

Another question that also should be addressed ate problems resulting
from moral dilemmas, all from the Catholic point of view. As Wlodarczyk
explained, such issues are neither simple nor easy to solve, despite the
situation that the term of the ‘Just War” and ‘Right for Defence” did not
generate any major controversies for Catholics. It would be quite interest-
ing to check if discussions on pages of the Catholic press had an impact
on faithful of the Church, on soldiers and the society as a whole or if
it had just evoked emotions and moral questions. We have to realize that
accomplishing such tasks would require long, painstaking, and intricate
research. However, there are also some simpler topics as the question
of blessings of military armament and equipment. It had been widely
commented by the military and civilian circles. The attitude of the Church
was even perceived as a kind of building a distance between the Church
and the defence establishment.

In addition, it would be also necessary to touch other problems that
had not been sufficiently described and evaluated in the subject literature.
The most important task should be assessing attitudes of parish priests
and vicars towards the coming war and their place and role in local com-
munities. It would require long and detailed research.

Such topic is important because of few reasons. The teaching of bish-
ops, although important and shaping the clergy in dioceses, had a limited
influence on the faithful of the Church. Much more important was the
posture of parish priests and vicars. Therefore, another research problem
should be submitted for a next study —how were the teachings of bishops
used by the clergy during the last month and weeks of peace? We should
also identify other views and cases of priests distancing themselves from
recommendations of hierarchy or even of boycotting bishops’ prints and
proclamations. We should also findreasons for such reactions.

As for the mixed ethnic environment, such as in Katowice, Vilnius,
to some extent Poznan and Chelmno Dioceses, one important question
should still be asked — on attitudes of clergy coming from ethnic mi-
norities or priests sympathizing with such populations. One relatively
numerous group should be carefully studied, i.e. clergy of the German
ethnicity, who very often occupied posts of parish priests and had often
been involved in political activities during the interwar period. In many
cases they took actions not only against authorities but also thwarted
plans and actions of local bishops, like in the case of Bishop of Katowice
in his diocese.

It is also necessary to have a closer look on postures and anti-State
activities of German Catholic priests. They have been carefully monitored
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and evaluated not only by authorities (in case of Silesia, mainly by of-
ficials at the Voivodeship level), but also by Church hierarchy and Polish
Catholics. No doubt that such problems require further detailed research
as they have been only partially examined. Careful and arduous studies
can bring many new elements, new documents, and new materials.

Another interesting question is the problem of the Roman Catholic
clergy activities in the areas where the Catholic faith was clearly associ-
ated with the Polishness, and priests had to operate in the environment
that was shared with other Catholic rites and confessions. This mainly
referred to contacts of the Catholic Church with the Greek Orthodox
Church in the situation when the latter in a more or less indirect way
supported Ukrainian independence aspirations. The main problem was
that they could have contributed to a disintegration of the Polish State.

The Greek Orthodox Church clergy and laity promoted such ideas
quite openly and continued to shape mind and souls of their flock. This
was done along with activities that were to undermine the status and
position of Polish authorities in areas considered by this Church as ethni-
cally Ukrainian. One more question should be asked here — on reactions
of the Catholic clergy to initiatives and actions launched by priests and
clergy of the Greek Orthodox Church.

On the other side, it is necessary to look beyond such issues and
examine attitudes of the Greek Orthodox clergy in a much more detailed
way, taking into account internal differentiation of this group, including
facts of loyalty to the Polish State and their evaluation by both Polish
and Ukrainian ethnic groups in the Eastern part of the Lesser Poland.

Also reactions of the Catholic clergy and hierarchy to decisions and
activities of the Orthodox Church should be more thoroughly examined
as this rite was the second most numerous Church in the Second Polish
Republic. It can and should be done as there is a lot of available sources
of the Polish civilian and military administration provenance related
to the above-mentioned question.

The next area that should be elaborated is the influence of Greek
Orthodox Church on plans and actions of Roman Catholics. This could
have been an important factor in remote parts of the Eastern Lesser Po-
land, where the influence of the Orthodox was dominant and more and
more important.

Next problem for a study is the question of Roman Catholic Church
counteractions focused on negative phenomenon impacting the Greek
Orthodox population. In some areas, i.e. in Lemkivshchyna, the local
population was mostly pro-Polish. A part of it, local yeomanry, even
set themselves a higher target — to be a part of Polishness and promote
a Polish nationality.
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Therefore, also the organization, plans and activities of the pro-mil-
itary and patriotic Polish Yeomanry Association (Pol. Zwigzek Szlachty
Zagrodowej) in the last months before the war, should be much more
elaborated as this association was supported, also directly, by the Roman
Catholic priests, such as rev. Antoni Miodonski. He still awaits an author
who will take up the task to prepare his biography.

As for additional source materials that can be used for research,
Church archives should be further explored and exploited. In the first
place, the Archive of the Primate of Poland in the Gniezno Archdiocesan
Archive should be visited and surveyed. In particular, Acta Hlondiana
should be carefully studied. Also other Polish archives can be exploited,
including the Archive of Modern Records in Warsaw with its impor-
tant fonds of Ministry of Religious Denominations and Public Education
and Ministry of Interior. In the latter, for example it is possible to find
a number of studies and reports on the situation in areas with many
ethnicities, where the Polishness and commitment to the independence
and welfare of the State were mainly found within the Catholic com-
munities. This refers to Eastern borderlands and - to some extent — also
Western voivodeships.

In this context, fond of different Voivodeships offices might be use-
ful, as reports of Voivodes and Starosts from 1938-1939. They include
many useful information on ethnic relations and religious problems on the
eve of the upcoming armed conflict. The next thing to be done is to re-
examine resources available in the Central Military Archive in Warsaw,
mainly fonds of General Inspectorate of the Armed Forces and Corps
District Commands.

Some thought and effort should be given to analysing the press,
Church newspapers and journals, state-controlled and independent
press, both supporting ‘Sanacja” and opposition groupings. In each case,
it would be necessary to identify press titles that favoured the Catholic
Church and those, which took openly hostile attitude towards Catholic
clergy and hierarchs, as in the case of Socialists and some members of the
Polish People’s Party. This would certainly contribute to prepare and
present much wider assessment of the Catholic Church status and activi-
ties before the war. Also regional press should be taken into account and
carefully examined as it touched important local problems and could talk
much more about regional ethnic, religious and social specificities than
the central press, edited and printed in Warsaw.
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