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Wotosi na obszarach nizinnych: miedzy Gérami Bukowymi i Cisqg w XV wieku

ABSTRACT

Although mountains and submontane areas were the main territories of development
for the Wallachian colonization, the Vlachs would also appear in the lowland areas, situ-
ated further away from the mountains. The presence of Vlachs in the valley between the
Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River in the 15th c. is an example of this phenomenon.
Economic solutions they applied, based on pastoralism, allowed them to populate the
areas which were difficult to reach and to diversify the agricultural model of the village.
The aim of the article is to examine the Vlachs” presence between the Biikk Mountains
and the Tisza River in the 15th c., with a particular attention paid to the reasons of their

PUBLICATION INFO
UMCS

G [UMCS [smvmess | oo Gacees

THE AUTHOR’S ADDRESS: Jarostaw Buniowski, the Doctoral School of Humanities and Art at the Maria Curie-
Sktodowska University, 18 Weteranéw Street, Lublin 20-038, Poland

SOURCE OF FUNDING: The article was written as a result of a 6-month research internship in Pazmany Péter
Catholic University (Budapest, Hungary) as part of the project ,,UMCS Doctoral Schools — Your Success in
Globalized World of Science”. The author is especially grateful to dr. Kristéf Szuromi, who was the internship
supervisor.

SUBMITTED: ACCEPTED: PUBLISHED ONLINE: @ @
2023.09.30 2024.03.16 2024.10.22 BY

EDITORIAL

COMMITTEE E-mail: >’Crossref d
reshistorica@umcs.pl

DIRECTORY OF . -
DOAJ OPEN ACCESS A PLUS
JOURNALS HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

WEBSITE OF THE JOURNAL:
https://journals.umcs.pl/rh




286 JAROSEAW BUNIOWSKI

appearance in the region, the course, and the effects of their stay. Archive and printed
documents from that period are the fundamental sources for his work. The research
results indicate that the Vlachs’ settlement in the examined area was the result of the
king’s initiative, manifested in privileges, while their presence, although it faded away
forwards the end of the 15th c., had an impact on the shape of the region’s economy.

Key words: Vlachs, Biikk Mountains, Tisza River, colonization, settlement, pastoralism

STRESZCZENIE

Cho¢ glownym obszarem rozwoju kolonizacji wotoskiej byt teren gérski i podgor-
ski, zdarzato sig, ze Wotosi pojawiali si¢ takze na terenach nizinnych, oddalonych od
gor. Przyktadem takiego zjawiska byta obecnos¢ Wotochéw w dolinie miedzy Gérami
Bukowymi i Cisg w XV w. Stosowane przez nich rozwigzania gospodarcze, oparte na
pasterstwie, pozwalaly na zasiedlenie terenéw trudnodostepnych oraz stanowity urozma-
icenie rolniczego modelu wsi. Celem artykutu jest zbadanie obecnosci Wotochéw miedzy
Gérami Bukowymi i Cisa w XV w., ze zwrdceniem szczegdlnej uwagi na przyczyny ich
pojawienia si¢ w regionie, przebieg oraz skutki ich pobytu. Podstawe zrédlowa pracy
stanowig dokumenty archiwalne i drukowane z badanego okresu. Wyniki badani wska-
zuja, ze osiedlenie Wotochéw w badanym terenie byto wynikiem inicjatywy krolewskiej,
objawiajacej sie w przywilejach, zas ich obecno$¢, cho¢ zanikta z koricem XV w., wywarla
wplyw na ksztalt gospodarki regionu.

Stowa kluczowe: Wotosi, Géry Bukowe, Cisa, kolonizacja, osadnictwo, pasterstwo

PRELIMINARY REMARKS

The Wallachian colonization had an indisputable influence on the
shaping of culture and economy of the entire Carpathian region. Even
though the main area of its development was in the mountains and sub-
montane, the Vlachs did appear in the lowland areas, situated further
away from the mountains. An example of this phenomenon was their
presence in the valley between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River
in the 15th century. Despite carrying out a primitive lifestyle and using
the economic based on animal grazing, the Vlachs reached a significant
success in colonization'. The Wallachian law applied by them was par-
ticularly useful in managing areas that were difficult to access, which
should be referred to as peripheral®. For centuries, the Carpathians were

! 1. Czamaniska, Obszar zamieszkiwania, status prawny i kierunki aktywnosci gospodarczej

Wotochdw/Viachéw w sredniowieczu i epoce wczesnonowozytnej, ,,Balcanica Posnaniensia. Acta
et studia” 2021, 28, 1, s. 30-31.

2 J. Buniowski, Wallachian Law as a tool for colonising peripheral areas: Case study of the
Sandomierz Forest in the 15th and 16th centuries, ,,Colloquia Humanistica” 2023, 12, Article
2884, s. 4-7.
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an ideal space for the development of the Wallachian culture. Throughout
the ages, the Wallachian settlement kept developing intensively, the result
of which was populating almost the entire Carpathian line.

The issue of the development of the Wallachian settlement in the
territory of the Kingdon of Hungary has its place in the academic schol-
arship®. The problem was addressed by scholars from the countries of the
Carpathian region. The Vlachs’ presence in the areas between the Biikk
Mountains and the Tisza River was recorded in the academic works.
The problem of their presence in the researched area was first indicat-
ed by Dezs6 Csanki* and Samu Borovszky®. However, these were short
references, limited to generalized statements. The Vlachs” stay was men-
tioned by subsequent scholars, primarily in works considering regional
issues®. The unique nature of the phenomenon of the appearance of this
group of people between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River requires
a more careful analysis, which is the aim of this work.

The sources for the presented research are archival and printed
records from the 15th and 16th century. Particular importance for the
discussed topic is held by the archival records in the collection of the
Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar (National Archives of Hungary). This works
uses source entries from the Collectio Diplomatica Hungarica’ and Urbaria
et Conscriptiones®. Among the printed (published) sources, the collec-

8 K. Kadlec, Valasi a valasské privo v zemich slovanskyjch a uherskyjch, s tivodem podivajicim

prehled theorii o vzniku rumunského ndroda, Praha 1916; V. Chaloupecky, Valasi na Slovensku,
Praha 1947; J. Mactrek, Valasi v zdpadnich Karpatech v 15.-18. Stoleti, Ostrava 1959; P. Ratkos,
Problematika kolonizdcie na valasskom prive na vizemi Slovenska, ,Historické stadie” 1980, 24,
s. 181-222; R. Grzesik, Wolosi na Wegrzech, ,Balcanica Posnaniensia. Acta et studia” 2021,
28,1, s.93-131.

* D. Csanki, Magyarorszdg tirténelmi foldrajza a Hunyadiak kordban, Budapest 1890,
s. 165-166.

5 S. Borovszky, Borsod virmegye tirténete a legrégibb iddktdl a jelenkorig, Budapest 1909,
s. 83.

6 K. Toth, Mezdkeresztes tirténete, Miskolc 1928, s. 37-39; G. Klein, R. Péchy-Horvith,
Kozségi adattdr, w: Borsod vdrmegye. Borsod, Gomor és Kishont k. e. e. virmegyék, red. A. Csikvari,
Budapest 1939, s. 89; B. Varsik, Osidlenie Kosickej kotliny, 1, Bratislava 1964, s. 17; 1. Kapol-
nai, Mezdkdvesd vdros és kornyéke népességének alakuldsa a 20. szdzad elejéig, ,A Herman Otto
Muizeum Evkényve” 2000, 39, s. 257; O. Demeter, Egy észak alfoldi mezbviros — Keresztes
torténete a XV-XVI. szdzadban, w: Tisicum — A ]dsz-Nagykun-Szolnok Megyei Miizeumok
Evkényve, t. 22, red. K. Gulyas, L. Horvath, G. Kaposvari, Szolnok 2013, s. 483; R. Grzesik,
op. cit., s. 105-106.

7 Magyar Nemzeti Levéltar [dalej: MNL], Collectio Diplomatica Hungarica [dalej:
CDH].

8 MNL, Urbaria et Conscriptiones [dalej: UetC].
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tion of documents on the castle of Didsgydr, issued by Gusztav Wenzel,
deserves a special attention’. An important, although not corresponding
to the chronology adopted in the work (for it refers to the period only
until the end of the 14th c.) is a collection of source documents published
in 1941 on their presence in the Kingdom of Hungary'. The research
questions were formed in accordance with the current state of knowl-
edge. Specificity of the studied topic requires comparative analysis with
reference to international scholarship. The predominant research method
in this work is the direct and indirect inference from historical sources.

THE VLACHS’ SETTLEMENT EXPANSION IN THE TERRITORIES
OF THE KINGDOM OF HUNGARY UNTIL THE END
OF THE 14TH CENTURY

The Vlachs’ settlement expansion in the territory of the Kingdom
of Hungary progressed along the internal line of the Carpathians. The
first area that was colonized was Transylvania, where the Vlachs settled
at the beginning of the 13th c.!! Their presence in the sources is revealed
at first in the privilege of the King Andrew in 1222'2. The document uses
the expression fterra Blacorum, referring to the part of lands situated in the
Fogaras county'®. The local mountain pastures and forest glades were the
first stage of the Wallachian colonization process in the territories of the
medieval Hungarian state. From there, the settlement expansion was di-
rected toward the Carpathian arch, in the north-western and north-eastern
directions. Until the end of the 13th c., the presence of the Vlachs was
recorded in the subsequent sources of Transylvania and in Banat, neigh-
bouring from the west'%. Towards the end of the 13th c. and the beginning
of the 14th c., the Wallachian settlements appeared in Maramures'. In the

®  G. Wenzel, Didsgydr egykori tirténelmi jelentdsége, Pest 1872.

Documenta Historiam Valachorum in Hungaria illustrantia usque ad annum 1400 s. Chris-
tum, red. E. Lukinich, L. Galdi, wyd. A. Fekete Nagy, L. Makkai, Budapestini 1941.

I The Vlachs were in Transylvania already in the 12th c. participating in the raid of
Manuel I Komnenos on Hungary in 1166. They must have acquainted themselves with
conditions in the region at that time (R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 103).

12 K. Kadlec, op. cit., s. 170, 173.

13 Documenta, s. 3.

4 R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 104.

!5 The first reference about their presence in the region is from 1326 (Documenta, s. 66—
70; R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 104). Ludwik Wyrostek claims that the Vlachs came to Maramures
already in the 13th c. (L. Wyrostek, Réd Dragow-Saséw na Wegrzech i Rusi Halickiej, Krakdéw
1932, s. 3-6).

10
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first half of the 14th c., the Vlachs’ presence is mentioned in the counties
of Ugocsy and Bereg. At the time, they also appeared in the territories
of the Ung country, which is the first information about the presence
of the Vlachs in Upper Hungary (the lands of today’s Slovakia)'®.

In the first stage, the Wallachian colonization encompassed all the
wastelands and forest areas which were usually part of the royal lands'’.
The Vlachs were most probably seen by the management of the royal lands
as a tool for colonizing difficult areas. The Vlachs’ settlements were also
determined by military matters as they were considered the guardians
of mountains and communication routes'®. On the nobility’s estates, the
Wallachian settlements appeared only in the next phase'”.

In 1357, the Vlachs are mentioned for the first time in Zemplin, and
towards the end of the century, they come to Sari§ and Spis, for their
presence is recorded in the entries from the first years of the next century
(1402)%. In parallel with the settlement of these lands, the Vlachs probably
appeared also in the lowland territory situated between the Biikk Moun-
tains and the Tisza River, in the Borsod county. While the Vlachs” presence
in the above-mentioned areas is by no means surprising, their appearance
in the lowland valley situated between the south-eastern slopes of the
Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River, the area which was remote from
the central Carpathian range, leads to some confusion. In the light of the
existing research on the development of the Wallachian colonization, the
Vlachs’ living in Keresztes and its surrounding areas is a peculiar case
taking into consideration this part of the region.

VLACHS IN KERESZTES

A place that was a specific Wallachian settlement centre between the
Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River was Keresztes (today’s Mezdkeresz-
tes). The last settlement was said to be founded by the Order of Saint
John which received land from King Béla IV in its vicinity in 1238, from
which it also took its name (Keresztes means ‘a Crusader’ in Hungarian
language). The village belonged to the Crusaders still in the first decades
of the 14th c. but was later passed into the king’s hands and belonged

16 7. Beriko, Osidlenie severného Slovenska, KoSice 1985, s. 265.
17 K. Kadlec, op. cit., s. 201.

18 R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 93.

19 K. Kadlec, op. cit., s. 176.

0 R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 105.

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.57.285-300
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to the royal estates, which were attached to the Didsgy6r Castle?. To-
gether with the neighbouring Mezdkovesd, it was the most remote part
of the estate from the castle (thirty kilometres in a straight line south
of Didsgy6r)?2. Occasionally, Keresztes belonged to private owners, which
is confirmed by records from 1437 and 1441%. In 1456, the settlement was
granted civil rights®.

The king’s reign was a significant time for the settlement’s devel-
opment. In order to populate the settlements concentrated around the
Didsgy6r Castle, numerous privileges, initiated by King Louis the Great,
were granted®. For the development of Keresztes, the reign of King Si-
gismund (1387-1437) was the key period. Even though we do not know
the date when the Vlachs settled in Keresztes, it did most likely take
place during his reign. The king’s initiative is revealed in a document
from 1409, in which the king urged to respect the privileges granted
to the group of people who had settled in Keresztes years before*. Some
scholars erroneously interpret the date when the document was issued
with the Vlachs’ arrival in the settlement®. In the document, the village
is referred to as Valahali Kereztes®®, which proves that they established
position in the settlement. Dezs6 Csanki states that the newcomers were
the majority of residents®.

The lack of clear proof from the sources makes it impossible to deter-
mine when and in what circumstances the Vlachs arrived in Keresztes. On
the basis of experiences from other parts of the Carpathian region and from
information in the sources about their presence in the researched area, one
can formulate some hypotheses. Particularly important were the time, the
circumstances, and the course of these people’s stay in the region.

As is clear from the above-mentioned source, the Vlachs received
the right to settle in Keresztes on the basis of the royal privilege, which
was most probably issued during the reign of King Sigismund®’, prob-
ably still in the 14th c. It is clear from the document that the King had

S. Borovszky, op. cit., s. 49.
22 G. Klein, R. Péchy-Horvath, op. cit., s. 89.
2 D. Csanki, op. cit., s. 166; G. Klein, R. Péchy-Horvath, op. cit., s. 89.
2% G. Wenzel, op. cit., s. 57.
S. Borovszky, op. cit., s. 48.
% G. Wenzel, op. cit., s. 44-45.
I. Képolnai, op. cit., s. 257.
G. Wenzel, op. cit., s. 44: ,,Ex insinuacione fidelium nostrorum universorum Valaho-
rum in possessione nostra Valahali Kereztes nuncupata, ad castrum nostrum Dyosgyour
vocatum spectante commorancium”.
¥ D. Csénki, op. cit., s. 165-166.
3 S. Borovszky, op. cit., s. 83.

DOI:10.17951/rh.2024.57.285-300



VLACHS IN THE LOWLAND AREAS: BETWEEN THE BUKK MOUNTAINS... 291

a significant role in bringing the Vlachs to the settlement and appealed
on their behalf when the local governors did not want to give them the
permission to live in Keresztes.

It is also difficult to determine the circumstances of this group’s arrival
in Keresztes. The king’s privilege and the involvement of his administration
in protecting the rights granted to the Vlachs indicates that the settlement
of the newcomers was a result of an arbitrary decision. However, issuing the
privilege to the newly arrived must have had some foundations. It is very
likely that this idea was born on the basis of the Vlachs” presence in the
researched area as part of their seasonal animal grazing.

Nevertheless, a question should be posed on how the managers of the
royal estates decided about letting the Vlachs settle in the area. At this
point, two directions that could have guided the initiators of the settle-
ment action can be indicated. Firstly, the regions defences could have been
strengthened. In many places along the Carpathian arch, the Vlachs were
used as a military support, acting as guards along the communication and
mountain routes®.. In the case of Keresztes and neighbouring settlements,
they could serve as a military backup for the Didsgydr Castle.

The second and more likely factor was the intention of developing the
area between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River through enriching
the regional economy with the pastoral element, which the Vlachs” econ-
omy was based on®2. The natural conditions of land between the Biikk
Mountains and the Tisza River were favourable to animal husbandry.
Particularly favourable was the terrain along the valleys of rivers and
streams running down from the Biikk Mountains®. Suitable conditions
for animal grazing in this part of the Tisza River valley are also recorded
in the sources from the 16th c.**

Regardless of which factor was the most crucial, the decision on the
Vlach’s settlement must have been preceded by their earlier presence
in this area. Their presence was most likely due to the transhumance prac-
ticed by the Vlachs, i.e. the seasonal change of place for grazing, from the
mountain areas in the summertime to the lowlands in winter®. This type

31 R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 93.

32 1. Buniowski, Osady pastersko-hodowlane w kompleksach lesnych starostwa lubaczowskiego
w XVI wieku, ,Kwartalnik Historii Kultury Materialnej” 2024, 72, 1, s. 62-71.

3 0. Demeter, op. cit., s. 486.

3 There is an information in the register of the Tokaj Castle from 1581, in the descrip-
tion of the village of Szada (today’s Taktaszada), situated thirty kilometres from Miskolc,
that meadows around the Tisza River were suitable for grazing animals. In this settle-
ment only, a few thousand sheep and a few hundred pigs were recorded (MNL, UetC,
ref. 97:25(a), s. 39).

% 1. Czamanska, Obszar, s. 26-27.
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of pastoralism was cultivated by the Eastern-Romance population who
lived in the territories of today’s Romania®. This phenomenon was also
present in the Polish lands in the 15th and 16th c. where the Wallachian
shepherds went to reach grazing areas situated further away from the
mountain and sub-montane regions®. These were primarily large forest
complexes®. Similar situation was taking place in the Balkans. There,
however, the winter areas for grazing were the warm lowlands and val-
leys by the seaside.

Assuming that the Vlachs’ settlement between the Biikk Mountains
and the Tisza River was an indirect result of the transhumance, one should
ask a question about where the Vlachs came from to this area. There are
two directions from which they could come. The first one is the region
of Gomor (Gemer in Slovakian), situated on the other side of the Biikk
Mountains. The Vlachs arrived in Gomor at the beginning of the 15th ¢.%,
and thus it is highly unlikely that they came to Keresztes from here.
The eastern direction seems more likely. If this direction is concerned,

% T.Herseni, L'organisation Pastorale en Roumaine, ,,Arhiva pentru stiinta si reforma so-

ciala” 1936, 13, s. 248-249; B. Kopczynska-Jaworska, Badania nad pasterstwem w Rumunii,
,Lud. Rocznik Polskiego Towarzystwa Ludoznawczego” 1960, 46, s. 512-513; S. Huband,
D.I. McCracken, A. Mertens, Long and short-distance transhumant pastoralism in Romania: past
and present drivers of change, , Pastoralism: Research, Policy and Practice” 2010, 1 (1), s. 58—
59; C. Juler, Dupi coada oilor: long-distance transhumance and its survival in Romania, , Pasto-
ralism: Research, Policy and Practice” 2014, 4 (4), s. 1; I. Velcea et al., Pastoral transhumance
in marginimea Sibiului, ,Romanian Journal of Geography” 2016, 60, 1, s. 85-86; R. Brigand et
al., Ovine pastoralism and mobility systems in Romania: an ethnoarchaeological approach, w: His-
torical Archaeologies of Transhumance across Europe, t. 6, red. E. Costello, E. Svensson, London
2018, s. 259.

% K. Dobrowolski, Studia nad kulturq pasterskqg w Karpatach pétnocnych. Typologia
wedréwek pasterskich od XIV do XX wieku, ,Wierchy” 1960, 29, s. 32-33; G. Jawor, Seasonal
pastoral exploitation of forests in the area of Subcarpathia in the 15th and 16th century, ,,Balcanica
Posnaniensia. Acta et studia” 2016, 23, s. 183.

% In 1422, the Vlachs were granted a subdivision of municipality (kniastwo) in the vil-
lage of Lubycza in the Voivodship of Belz, a settlement situated further away from the
mountain and sub-montane areas of the Carpathians (A. Janeczek, Osadnictwo pogranicza
polsko-ruskiego. Wojewddztwo betskie od schytku XIV do poczqtku XVII w., Warszawa 1993,
s. 146-147). Throughout the 15th century, the Wallachian settlement spread in the region
(ibidem, s. 147-153). In turn, a seasonal presence of the Vlachs, who grazed sheep in the local
forests, was recorded throughout the 16th century in the areas near Rzeszdéw, in the villag-
es of Bratkowice and Borek Wielki (Lustracja wojewddztwa sandomierskiego 1564-1565, red.
W. Ochmanski, Wroctaw 1964, s. 79, 114). The Wallachian shepherds ceased their migra-
tions only towards the end of the 17th c. (Archiwum Gtéwne Akt Dawnych w Warszawie,
Archiwum Skarbu Koronnego, dzial XLVI, sygn. 99B, s. 956).

% V. Chaloupecky, op. cit., s. 46-47.
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the group arrived in the studied area via the valley of the Tisza River®.
There is also the third solution, i.e. the Wallachian people’s arrival to the
studied area directly from the territories of Transylvania. This solution
was considered in regional studies*!. In order to reach the studied area,
the Vlachs would have to cross over one hundred kilometres of lowland
areas with similar natural conditions. Therefore, this direction seems
to be thoroughly unjustified.

The first half of the 15th c. was certainly the period in which the Walla-
chian population in the region developed most intensively. This is clearly
demonstrated by the fact that Keresztes had its own governors (wojewoda)
whose presence is confirmed in a document from 1456*2. They already had
Hungarian names and surnames which proves an ongoing assimilation
process®. Assimilation and integration with the local Hungarian people
was an inseparable element of the Vlachs’ social advancement within the
borders of the Kingdom of Hungary*.

It is symptomatic that the Vlachs had different duties from other
subjects, which are confirmed by records in the Upper Hungarian sources
from the second half of the 15th c., and in the 16th c. they were referred
to as census Valachorum®. The Vlachs living in Keresztes offered the so-
called Quinguagesima, i.e. a tribute in the form of one sheep for every fifty
sheep they owned*. The Quinquagesima was the most popular tribute
paid by the Vlachs in the territory of the Kingdom of Hungary in the late
Middle Ages¥. Such tribute was known e.g. in Maramures and Transyl-
vania®. Its value differed depending on time and place.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The Vlachs” presence between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza Riv-
er entailed an ongoing conflict with the owners of neighbouring estates

40 B. Varsik, op. cit., s. 17.

4 K.L. Marjalaki, Adatok Hejékeresztiir és vidéke néprajzihoz, ,Eszak-Magyarorszag”
1958, 14 (15), s. 5.

2 G. Wenzel, op. cit., s. 57.

B Ibidem.

4 R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 120-121.
M. Diaconescu, Census Valachorum in mid-16th century upper Hungary, ,Balcanica Po-
snaniensia. Acta et studia” 2015, 22, 1, s. 17-28.

% MNL, CDH, DL, ref. 25989.

¥ R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 112.

8 G. Jawor, Vigesima agnorum et decima porcorum. Redevances pastorales dans les villages
valaques en Pologne aux XVe et XVI siecles, ,Banatica” 2018, 28, s. 465-479.
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of the noblemen. Already in 1409, King Sigismund intervened in the mat-
ter of violating the Vlachs’ right to settlement in Keresztes®. The main
reason of this conflict was the destructions taking place during animal
grazing carried out by the Wallachian shepherds. The newcomers needed
vast areas, mainly meadows and forests, in order to breed the animals.
Possibilities for animal grazing within the limits of Keresztes were limited
and thus the Vlachs moved with their herds to neighbouring areas, which
was met with resistance from the local owners.

In 1418, the Eger Chapter made a complaint to King Sigismund that
‘populi et wolachi” from Keresztes had destroyed the fields and meadows,
and cut down the trees in the neighbouring village of Abrany (today’s
Biikkabrany) situated to the north®. Similar situation probably took place
in Gelej, a village situated a few kilometres east of Keresztes, because
in 1451 the local noblemen put a ban on the grazing of cattle and sheep
in the areas that belonged to the settlement™.

Nevertheless, the shepherds” migrations were not limited to the clos-
est neighbourhoods of Keresztes. The area penetrated by the shepherds
was much larger, equivalent to the expanse of almost the entire valley
of the Tisza River from the south-eastern part of the Biikk Mountains.
The local noblemen who were the owners of the majority of land in this
area did not agree with the Vlachs letting their herds to graze on their
land, and in various ways made it difficult for them to use the pastures®.
In response to these occurrences, a document was issued in 1473 that
confirmed the right to free grazing of cattle and hogs on both sides of the
Tisza River®.

It seems that the Vlachs’ presence in the area was the bone of con-
tention between the local noblemen, who were the main owners of lands,
and the royal authority, which guarded the privileges issued for the new-
comers earlier. The noblemen’s objections seem to be justified. The animal
grazing in the meadows, clearings, and forests led to a significant destruc-
tion of landscape. Aggressive exploitation of land, mainly in the form
of forest destruction, was an integral part of economic activities carried

¥ G. Wenzel, op. cit., s. 44-45.
50 1. Sugdr, Borsodi oklevelek a Heves Megyei Levéltarban 1245-1521, Miskolc 1980, s. 18.
51 MNL, CDH, DL, ref. 70240.
G. Wenzel, op. cit., s. 64: ,nonnulli essent ex nobilibus, qui pecora eorundem mac-
tarent, pastores vero similiter eorundem verberarent, aliterque diuersimode impedirent,
contra libertatem eorundem”.

5 Ibidem.
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out by the Wallachian shepherds in the Carpathians®. Their practice was
also well-known in the area under examination.

THE IMPACT OF THE WALLACHIAN COLONIZATION
ON THE REGION’S ECONOMIC PROFILE

There is no doubt that the presence of Vlachs had a great impact on the
development of pastoralism in Keresztes and the region, which is con-
firmed by the treasury records from the 16th c.”® According to research, the
branch of the economy that was predominant in the following centuries
(16th—19th) in Keresztes, as well as the neighbouring Mezdkovesd, was
animal breeding, mainly cattle and sheep.

Limited options for grazing in Keresztes forced the Vlachs to migra-
tory husbandry in the valley of the Tisza River in order to find food for
animals they bred. There are a few indirect evidence confirming their
settlement expansion in the region. In the first place, they extended their
area of influence in the villages situated in close proximity to Keresztes.
Apart from their presence within the borders of the above-mentioned
settlements of Abrany and Gelej, there are serious grounds to believe that
the Vlachs took part in the colonization of the village of Csincse, situated
a few kilometres north-east of Keresztes. Csincse, similarly to the stream
of the same name by which the settlement was situated, come from the
Romanian language®. This is the example of the influence the Wallachian
colonization had on the local names in the region. However, Ivan Kapol-
nai argued that this name derived from the Hungarian language, being
a derivative from the word ‘csincsa’, which served to refer to a swampy
place®®. The Wallachian origin of the name is nevertheless supported
by the Vlachs” strong influences on the area close to the settlement.

The above-mentioned document from 1473 allowing for the grazing
of cattle and sheep on both sides of the Tisza River is the evidence that
the Wallachian shepherds were active all over the studied area. Kiss La-
jos Marjalaki, a historian of the Borsod region claimed that apart from

% G. Jawor, Changes in the Natural Environment around the Wallachian Villages on the
Northern Slopes of the Carpathians in the 15th and 16th centuries, ,,Annales UMCS. Sectio F”
2022, 77,s. 54-57.

% E. Gyulai, Termelés és kereskedelem a kizépkori Miskolcon, w: Miskolc torténete, t. 1, red.
I. Dobrossy, Miskolc 1996, s. 299.

% Q. Demeter, op. cit., s. 486.

5 K. Téth, op. cit., s. 39.

%8 Ibidem, s. 279.
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Keresztes and Keszi (today’s Tiszakeszi), the Vlachs were also staying
in Keresztur (today’s HejOkereszttr), although their presence was of a sea-
sonal nature, associated with a seasonal animal grazing>. However, there
are grounds for this statement because in the 16th c. hogs were still graz-
ing in oak forests within the borders of the settlement®.

The Vlachs” presence left its mark on the landscape of the region.
A particularly visible aspect of the Vlachs’ stay in Keresztes and its sur-
rounding areas was an increase in the significance of pastoralism in the
economic nature of this land. This direction continued for a long time
and was important, particularly in the next century. As has already been
mentioned, the marshy valley of the Tisza River situated south-east from
the Biikk Mountains was a place favourable for grazing swine. Suitable
conditions and a large number of pigs was recorded in Hathaz®'. It seems
that sheep grazing, particularly important for the Vlachs, became excep-
tionally important. In Hernddnémeti, the residents had one thousand
sheep in 1564, while in the village of Szada (today’s Taktaszada) — a few
thousands of sheep and a few hundred pigs®.

DISAPPEARANCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE VLACHS

With the beginning of the 16th c., the direct information about the
Vlachs between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River vanished. How-
ever, this does not mean that they ceased to exist but that they probably
succumbed to the assimilation process. This phenomenon is an insepara-
ble element of the Wallachian colonization in the Carpathians. Branislav
Varsik pointed out that already in the 13th and 14th c. the minorities
in the Kingdom of Hungary had quickly become assimilated®. The Vlachs’
integration proceeded with various intensity, particularly among the Or-
thodox Slavic population®. This was the result of contact between the
Vlachs and the indigenous population who was most often occupied
with agriculture. The mountain basins and lowland areas, situated
in close proximity to mountains, were the place of integration. It should

¥ K.L.Marjalaki, op. cit., s. 5.

%0 MNL, UetC, ref. 89:2, s. 23.

o1 Ibidem, s. 78.

92 Ibidem, s. 49.

0 MNL, UetC, ref. 97:25(a), s. 39.

¢ B. Varsik, op. cit., s. 16-17.

6 1. Czamaniska, Vlachs and Slavs in the Middle Ages and Modern Era, ,Res Historica”
2016, 41, s. 21.
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be assumed that the further away from the Carpathian hills, the stronger
the assimilation process was, which could result in a quick integration
with the local population living in the area between the Biikk Mountains
and the Tisza River.

Establishment of high-rank offices by the Wallachian communities
was an integral part of the process of ennobling the Vlachs. Transitioning
to the nobility in the Kingdom of Hungary resulted in the Magyarization
and conversion to Catholicism of this group®. This is clear in the case
of Keresztes where the Wallachian governors had Hungarian surnames®.
The transfer of the upper-class Vlachs to the Hungarian nation influenced
the decrease of the rank and significance of the Wallachian population
in the areas where they lived®. Even if the lower class of the Wallachian
community living in Keresztes tried to preserve their native language and
religion, the lack of subsequent flows of migrants who could maintain
their distinctiveness made the assimilation with the local Hungarian pop-
ulation inevitable. Apart from the probable tendency to omit the Vlachs
in historical sources as part of the residents of the region, this factor
was the reason why their earlier distinctiveness faded away. It is worth
emphasizing that with the development of colonization, the nature of the
Wallachian settlement changed. Ethnic features gradually died out while
the community was determined by economic and social solutions®.

SUMMARY

Although peculiar, the cases when the Vlachs went beyond the moun-
tain and sub-montane areas are a basis for reflection on their colonizing
potential. There is no doubt that the key factor in the Vlachs’ settlement
between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River was the initiative of the
king’s administration which issued the privilege of settlement and guard-
ed the laws granted to the newcomers. The intention of the policymakers
was to develop sparsely populated areas, for which the Vlachs — having
high adaptability skills — were well suited. This decision must have been
made on the basis of earlier contact, such as the seasonal visits of the
Wallachian shepherds with their animals in the studied area as part
of transhumance.

% R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 121.

¢ G. Wenzel, op. cit., s. 57.

% R. Grzesik, op. cit., s. 120.

8 Ibidem, s. 93, 124-126; A. Janeczek, op. cit., s. 184-185.
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Their presence between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River was
opposed by the local nobility who tried with various means to make the
Vlachs’ stay in the region more difficult. At the end of the 15th c. infor-
mation about their stay between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza River
disappeared. The transition of the Wallachian elites to the Hungarian pop-
ulation and the lack of migration wave which could have preserved the
ethnic distinctiveness were the major reasons for the loss of information
about the Vlachs in the region. Despite this fact, this group of people left
behind a lasting mark of an increased significance of pastoralism in the
region’s economy, as well as in the local and personal names.

The Vlachs’ presence between the Biikk Mountains and the Tisza
River is another confirmation of their great disposition to colonize. The
results of the research should serve as an encouragement to further stud-
ies on the examples of the influence of the Vlachs and their Wallachian
laws on the management of peripheral areas outside of the mountain
and sub-montane zones.
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