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The panegyric poetry of Cyprian Bazylik. poems Dedicated 
to Mikołaj ‘the Black’ Radziwiłł and Mikołaj ‘the Red’ Radziwiłł
Poezja panegiryczna Cypriana Bazylika. Wiersze poświęcone Mikołajowi Radziwiłłowi Czarnemu 
i Mikołajowi Radziwiłłowi Rudemu

Панегерычная паэзія Цыпрыяна Базыліка. Вершы прысвечаныя Мікалаю Разівілу Чорнаму 
і Мікалаю Радзівілу Рудаму

Abstract

CyprianBazylikwasaRenaissancepoet,printerinBrestLitovsk,translator,andcomposer
strongly associated with the house of Radziwiłł  He wrote in Polish language  The article
discussestwopoemsfromtheyear1566,dedicatedbyBazyliktothelateMikołaj‘theBlack’
Radziwiłł(January1566)andthelivingMikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłł(June1566) Bothpoems
areoneoftheoldestexamplesofpanegyricpoetryinPolishlanguageintheGreatDuchyof
Lithuaniaandtheywerenotanalizedbeforefromreligiouspointofviev Theyarecontained
withintheeditorialframeworkoftwopublications,editedbyTomaszFalconius,aLithuanian
adherentofantitrinitarianism,whichareeditionsofpartsof theBrestBibleandwhichwere
published by Bazylik in the Brest printing house  In both texts, the panegyric content is
surprisinglyperfunctory,whileBazylik (knownas a reformedEvangelical) appears in them
asanunambiguousadherentofantitrinitarianism Thepoemsareaninterestingtestimonyto
thesituationofthePolishBrethreninLithuaniaafterthedeath(in1565)ofthepatronofthis
religiousbelief,Mikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłł UnusualtoneofthepoemdedicatedtoRadziwiłł
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theRed–Bazylikasksforhelpandinthesametimesubmitsreligiousthreats–showsthebad
situationofLithuanianantitrinitarianswhichhappenedintheperiodofhalfayear Butitalso
showsthehighself-dignityofthepoet 

Keywords:BrestBible, reformation,panegyric,PolishBrethren,printingoffice

Abstrakt

CyprianBazyliktorenesansowypoeta,drukarzwBrześciuLitewskim,tłumaczimuzyk
silniezwiązanyzdomemRadziwiłłowskim Tworzyłwjęzykupolskim Artykułpoświęconyjest
dwuwierszomzroku1566,dedykowanychprzezBazylikazmarłemuMikołajowiRadziwiłłowi
Czarnemu i żyjącemu Mikołajowi Radziwiłłowi Rudemu  Są jednymi z najstarszych
polskojęzycznychwierszypanegirycznychnaLitwieiniebyłydotądanalizowanezreligijnego
punktuwidzenia Obautworyznajdująsięwramiewydawniczejdwudruków,opracowanych
przez Tomasza Falconiusa, litewskiego antytrynitarza, będących edycjami części Biblii
brzeskiej i wydanych w oficynie brzeskiej przez Bazylika  Treści panegiryczne są w obu
tekstach poetyckich zaskakująco zdawkowe, natomiast ujawnia się w nich Bazylik (znany
jako ewangelik reformowany) jako niedwuznaczny zwolennik antytrynitaryzmu  Utwory te
sąciekawymświadectwemsytuacji,wjakiejznaleźlisiębraciapolscynaLitwiepośmierci
(1565)protektorategowyznaniaRadziwiłłaCzarnego Niezwykłytonwierszaskierowanego
doMikołajaRudego–zarazemprośbyireligijnegroźby–świadczyzarównoozłejsytuacji
antytrynitarzy litewskich (musiała się ona pogorszyć w ciągu pół roku) jak i o wysokim
poczuciugodnościwłasnejpoety 

Słowa kluczowe: Bibliabrzeska,reformacja,panegiryk,braciapolscy,drukarnia

Анатацыя

Цыпрыян Базылік – польскамоўны рэнесансавы паэт, берасцейскі друкар,
перакладчык і музыкант, цесна звязаны з родам Радзівілаў  У артыкуле разглядаюцца
двавершыБазыліказ1566года,прысвечаныяРадзівілуРудаму іпамерламуРадзівілу
Чорнаму ГэтааднызпершыхпольскамоўныхпанегірычныхвершаўуВялікімКнястве
Літоўскім, але яны ніколі не аналізаваліся з рэлігійнай перспектывы  Абодва творы
ўвайшлі ў прадмоўна-пасляслоўны комплекс двух друкаў, падрыхтаваных літоўскім
антытрынітарыям Томашам Фальконіўсам, якія зʼяўляюцца перавыданнямі асобных
частакБрэсцкайБібліііапублікаваныяБазылікамубрэсцкайдрукарні Панегірычнызмест
абодвухпаэтычныхтэкстаўнадзвычайлаканічны,затоеБазылік(вядомыяккальвініст)
раскрываеццаўіхякперакананыпрыхільнікантытрынітарызму Гэтыятворызʼяўляюцца
цікавымсведчаннемсітуацыі,уякойапынуліся„польскіябраты”наЛітвепаслясмерці
ў1565г пратэктарагэтагаверавызнанняРадзівілаЧорнага Нязвыклаяінтанацыяверша,
скіраванагадаМікалаяРудага–адначасовапросьбаіпагроза–сведчыцьякпрацяжкую
сітуацыюантытрынітарыяўуЛітве(мусілапагоршыццазапоўгода),такіпраабвостранае
пачуццёўласнайгоднасціпаэта 

Ключавыя словы:БрэсцкаяБіблія,рэфармацыя,панегірык,„польскіябраты”,друкарня
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One of the distinctive characteristics of Renaissance literature is the modest
number of works of panegyric nature, especially in comparison with
the following century  Around 700 16th century publications expressing

alaudatoryattitudewrittenontheterritoryofthePolish-LithuanianCommonwealth
were preserved, whereas there are nearly 6050 such works that date from the
followingcentury(Bieńkowski,1980,p 188;Dziechcińska,1980,1990,p 87,616) 
AccordingtotheresearchofWilhelmBruchnalski,intheyears1631–1670panegyric
literatureconstituted40%ofthetotalofliteraryproductionintheentireterritoryof
theCommonwealth(Bruchnalski,1975,p 212) Theresultsofthestatisticalanalysis
of print production are similar in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania: according to the
calculationsofMariaBarbaraTopolska,intheyears1553-1660panegyricsconstituted
one-thirdofLithuanianpublicationsand,next to religious literature,were themost
numerous group of texts published in Lithuania (Topolska, 1984, pp  118-126)1 
Takingintoaccounttheexistenceoftheso-called‘ciemnamateria’2,thatisthepercent
shareofpublicationsentirelylost(e g accordingtoGoranProot’sStochasticmodel,
asmuchas55%ofthebooksfromhistoricalFlandersdidnotsurvive)andthefact
that it was publications that were ‘czasowo relewantne’3 – which includes broadly
understood occasional literature, as well as publications printed in small formats
andthosethatwereslightinvolume(whicharealsothecharacteristicsofpanegyric
writing) (Walecki,2018,pp 312–314)4– itcanbeconcluded thatworksaiming to
expressamplifiedpraiseofanindividualoranobjectwereverystronglyrepresented
inthewholeofOldPolishwriting 

Panegyrics played a significant role in the social life of the inhabitants of the
Commonwealthof that time, resoundingandpopularising theacceptedrolemodels
andreligiousandpro-stateattitudes ThefloodoflaudatorywritingintheSaxonperiod
caused a devaluation of the meaning of the term ‘panegyric’, it is therefore worth
rememberingthat theartisticvalueofa laudatoryworkwasdecidedbythe literary
culture,thetalentoftheauthor,aswellasthefigureoftheaddressee–theireducation,
literarysophistication,andtheenvironmentwithwhichtheyweresurroundedorwhich
theyevencreated(courtsgatheringartists) Thus,alaudatorypieceisnearlyalways
the result of the interactionbetween thepersonalities, the cultureof the client (the
author)andofthepatron(includingtheirculturalenvironment) 

From the point of view of genology (the study of literary genres and their
transformations),apanegyricisanypieceoflaudatorynature(e g aspeech,narrative
poem,epigram,elegy,epicedium,epithalamium),whosedistinctivecharacteristic is
theamplificationandfactofthepublicpraisingoftheactionsofthepatron Laudatory

1 Accordingtotheresearcher’scalculations,itwas557worksoutofatotalof1650 
2 ‘darkmatter’ 
3 ‘temporarilyrelevant’ 
4 Theresearcherreferstothearticle:GoranProot,SurvivalFactorsofSeventeenth-CenturyHand-
PressBooksPublishedintheSouthernNetherlands[Proot,2016,p 160-201] 
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worksoftendonotappearontheirown,e g epigramscanbeapartoftheeditorial
frameworkofanotherauthor’sbook,dedicationletterscanconstitutetheintroduction
toanotherauthor’spublicationorrecommendworksofanothernature(Dziechcińska,
1990,p 546;Niedźwiedź,2003,pp 29–37) Thedevelopmentoflaudatoryliterature
wasinfluenced,aboveall,byartspatronage,morespecifically–clientelisticrelations
whichwereasignificantingredientofthesocio-politicallifeintheOldPolishperiod
(Mączak,1994) 

Renaissancepanegyricwritingwasstimulatedbytheconvictionthatthepoetwas
thegranterofeverlastingfame Itwasbelievedthatthewrittenword:

[…]najdłużejinajskuteczniejpotrafirozsławićczyjeśimię Czyjeś,toznaczynietylkoautora
samegodzieła,lecztakżeosoby,któraprzeztegoautorazostałapochwalona,upamiętniona
na wieki  Renesans fetyszyzował niewątpliwie rolę literatury, a zwłaszcza rolę poezji
ihistoriijakonosicielkiigwarantkisławyzażyciaipośmierci Przekonanie,żewszystkie
książki i utwory, nawet te najdrobniejsze, będą czytane przez długie wieki i przyniosą
niezatartąsławęichautorom,byłotrwałymelementemrenesansowegoświatopoglądu Na
tejpłaszczyźniemógłpowstaćirozwinąćsiębujniekultsławyuzyskanejdziękiliteraturze5
(Bieńkowski,1980,p 186) 

DuringtheRenaissance,thedistinguishingcharacteristicsofepideicticliteraturewere
consideredtobethepredominanceofthereligioussubjectmatter,morebroadly–political
ideasdrawnfromtheuniverseofhumanism,acertainfreedomforauthorsfromthepressure
ofinstitutions(e g religiousorders,courts),andthepersonalisationofapologia(inthe17th
centurypraiseofreligiousorders,schools,andentirefamilieswerepopular) 

ThepanegyricpoetryofCyprianBazylik (circa1535– after 1591)on theone
handconfirms theabovegeneralconstatations,on theother,however, itconstitutes
aprecursoryphenomenonin theGrandDuchyofLithuania For theRadziwiłłpoet
wasoneoftheinitiatorsofthiskindofwritinginthePolishlanguageinLithuania 

The activity of Bazylik – an artist whose achievements are the iunctim of the
culture of Poland and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania – is paralleled by the earlier
poetryofMikołajHussowski JustasitcouldbesaidabouttheauthorofCarmen…
destatura,feritateacvenationebisontis,referencingthefamouswordsofStanisław
Orzechowski,thathewasagenteLihuanusvelLeucorussus,nationePolonus,about
Bazylikonecouldsay–gentePolonus,nationeLithuanus Born inSieradz,sonof

5 ‘…canbringglorytosomebody’snameforthelongesttimeandthemosteffectively Somebody,
that is not only the author of thework itself, but also thepersonpraisedby this very author,
immortalisedforcenturiestocome TheRenaissanceundoubtedlyfetishizedtheroleofliterature,
andespeciallytheroleofpoetryandhistoryasthebearerandguarantoroffameinlifeandafter
death The belief that all books and works, even those most petty, would be read throughout
centuries and bring indelible glory to their authors was a fixed element of the Renaissance
worldview Itwasonthisplanethatthecultoffameobtainedthankstoliteraturecouldcometo
lifeandflourish’ 
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aburgher,educatedintheKrakówAcademy,hespentmostofhislifeinLithuania,
identifyingwiththeLithuaniannationalinterest,atthattimerepresentedbyMikołaj
‘theBlack’RadziwiłłandMikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłł 

This, however, is where the similarities between him and Hussowczyk end
– Bazylik, nearly a generation younger, wrote poetry in Polish, was a reformed
Evangelical,asecretary(secretariusregius)atthechancelleryoftheGrandDuchyof
Lithuania,andanauthorwhosehorizonswerebroadandtrulyRenaissanceinnature 
In the court of Mikołaj ‘the Black’ Radziwiłł, he was writing religious hymns and
composingmusicforthem,writingpoetry(narrativepoemsandshorterforms),and
intheRadziwiłłprintingofficeinBrest-Litovsk–hewasengagedinprintingandin
theartoftranslation(itwasbothreligioustextsthathewastranslatingfromLatinand
thoseonhistoricalaswellassocialsubjects,forinstance,AndrzejFryczModrzewski’s
monumentalmasterpieceDerepublicaemendanda) NoteworthyisBazylik’sHistoryję
osrogimprześladowaniuKościołaBożego(Storiesof theFiercePersecutionof the
Church ofGod, 1567), a compilation of martyrological works by John Foxe, Jean
Crespin,HeinrichPantelon,andJanvonUtenhove(thelastofwhomrecountedthe
storyofthereformerJanŁaski) ThecreationofthevastlyexpansiveHistoryjawas
no doubt inspired by Mikołaj ‘the Black’ Radziwiłł (Hanusiewicz-Lavallee, 2017,
pp  25-61) and, although published two years after his death, was in line with the
politics of the Lithuanian patrician intent on the consolidation of Protestantism in
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (Kavalëǔ, 2010, pp  18-40; 101-179)  Bazylik was
partofagroupofRadziwiłł littérateurswhomJanKochanowskicalled‘pszczoły’6,
alongsideAndrzejTrzecieski theyounger, JanMączyński,and (temporarily) Janof
Czarnolas himself (Chemperek, 2016, pp  153–172)  In Polish and Latin epigrams
dedicatedtothemembersofthisgroup,Kochanowskipraisedboththeeffortofthe
collectiveworkofthecircleofauthorsgatheredaroundthevoivodeofVilniusandthe
talentsofeachofthewriters Bazylikwasalsovaluedbyhispatrons–itwastotheir
patronagethatheowedthequickgrantingofhisquestionableennoblement7byKing
SigismundAugustus,thetitlepoetalaureatus(alsobestowedbythesovereign),and
theoccupationattheroyalchancelleryinVilnius Inthe1560shewasinvolvedwith
theRadziwiłłprintingofficeinBrest-Litovskasanadministrator,headoftheliterary
department,and,finally,intheyears1569–1570,asitsowner8 

The panegyric poems of the Radziwiłł author include: Na herby Mikołaja
RadziwiłłaCzarnego(OntheCoatsofArmsofMikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłł,Brest,

6 ‘thebees’ 
7 Thenotorious troublemakerJakubHeraklidesBasilicus,whodesignatedhimself thedespotof

theGreekislandSamos,gavehimhiscoatofarmsandlastnamein1557 Atthattime,Basilicus
stayedinVilniusasaguestofMikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłł,seekingtofoundananti-Turkish
coalition 

8 A synthetic view of the creative profile of Bazylik, see: (Kawecka-Gryczowa, Korotajowa
i Krajewski, 1959, pp  46–47; Kot, 1935, p  375; Morawska, 1994, p  247; Topolska, 1984,
pp 89–91) 
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1566);DoJegoKsiążęcejMiłościPanaMikołajaRadziwiłła,wojewodywileńskiego
(ToHisPrincelyGraceMikołajRadziwiłł,VoivodeofVilnius,Brest,1566);Napisna
grobiezacnegoszlachcicaPawłaSecygniowskiego(Inscriptionon theGraveof the
HonourableNoblemanPawełSecygniowski,Brest,1570)9;OzacnościherbuWarnia
aowielkiejdzielnościludzirycerskichwdomuPanówGnoińskich,którzysiępiszą
zGnojnika(OntheNoblenessoftheWarniaCoatofArmsandontheGreatGallantry
of theKnightlyFolk in theHouseof theGnoińskiMasters fromGnojnik,Kraków,
1600; a lost work)10  The narrative poem Krotkie wypisanie sprawy przy śmierci
ipogrzebieOświeconejKsiężnyPaniejHalżbietyzSzydłowcaRadziwiłłowej(AShort
RecordoftheMatterWrittenUpontheDeathandBurialoftheEnlightenedPrincess
ElżbietaSzydłowieckaRadziwiłł,1562)isexcludedfromthisgroup,beingprimarily
anoccasionalandparaeneticpiece,buildinganimageoftheperfectEvangelical 

Bothworks from1566areconnected toTomaszFalconius (Sokołowski), since
they belong to the editorial framework of his two books which were released by
theBrestprintingofficeinthesameyear,withinasix-monthinterval Theepigram
Na herbyMikołaja Radziwiłła Czarnego is part of the editorial framework of the
monumental(printedinfolioformat)SprawyisłowaJezusaKrystusaSynaBożego,
ku wiecznej pociesze wybranym Bożym napisane przez świadki i pisarze na to od
Bogazrządzone,atuwykładykrotkiemisąobjaśnione(TheDeedsandWordsofJesus
Christ,SonofGod,WrittentotheEternalSolaceofGod’sChosenbytheWitnesses
andWritersThusOrdainedbyGod,HereExpoundedbyShortExpositions) edited
byFalconiusandpublished(asperthenoteonthetitlepage)inBrest-Litovsk‘roku
1566,ostatniegodniastycznia’11 SprawyisłowaJezusaKrystusaisareprintoffour
GospelsfromtheBrestBible,accompaniedbyFalconius’scommentaryandarranged,
after separating the Gospel of John from the synoptic Gospels, into the so-called
gospelharmony ThesecondofBazylik’spanegyricsfrom1566wasincludedinthe
editorialframeworkofWtoreksięgiŁukaszaświętego,ktorychnapisjestDzieje,abo
SprawyApostolskie,krotkiemiwykładyobjaśnione(TheSecondBooksofSaintLuke,
WhoseTitleIsActsorDeedsoftheApostles,ExpoundedbyShortExpositions) This
reprintoftheActsoftheApostlesprintedinfolio,alsofromtheBrestBibleandwith
Falconius’scommentary,waspublishedinBrestsixmonthslater,on23rdJune12 

9 HereinafterIquotefrompoemsascitedbytheedition:(Kot,1956,pp 145–150) ThetitleNa
herbyMikołajaRadziwiłłaCzarnegocomesfromthepublisher 

10 The work named by K  Estreicher in the bibliography, as cited by previous bibliographers  The
GnoińskifamilywashighlydistinguishedintheReformation,aswellasrenownedforitsknightly
virtues(amongotherthings,thefightingwiththeTurksinHungary),extolledby,forinstance,M Rej,
M Bielski,B Wapowski,B Paprocki,Sz Starowolski ItisfromtheWarniacoatofarms(aCrayfish)
mentionedinthetitleofthepanegyricthatcomesthenameofRaków,foundedin1567–thecentreof
intellectuallifeofthePolishBrethrenforoverhalfacentury,cf (Oszczęda,2014,pp 6-8) 

11 ‘intheyear1566,onthelastdayofJanuary’ 
12 BothcopiesareinthePrincesCzartoryskiLibrary,fileref no Cim F 787/IIandCim F 788/II 



163ThePanegyricPoetryofCyprianBazylik   

Belarusian Studies 14/2020

At this point, some remarks on Falconius himself are worth making, since his
activity and thecircumstancesof the creationofbothpublications shed some light
on Bazylik’s works included therein  Sokołowski (the Polish sound of the name is
not, however, certain), who, like many protestant ministers, latinisedhis last name
asFalconius,wasinthe1560sthecourtlypreacherofMikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłł 
InSeptember1560hebroughttotheCalvinistsynodinKsiążtheguaranteethatthe
printingoftheBiblethatwasbeingtranslatedbythereformedEvangelicalswouldbe
fundedbytheprince(Jasnowski,1939,p 364) Meanwhile,alreadybeginningfrom
1563(andsotheyearofthepublicationoftheBrestBible),Falconiusturnedtothe
positionsofnontrinitarianism,takingastandagainstthedoctrineoftheTrinityduring
the synod inMordy in thePodlaskieVoivodeship (on6th June1563)  In this spirit,
hewas fulfillinghispastoralministry forhispatron, and ‘zapośrednictwemkazań
FalconiusaantytrynitaryzmtorowałsobiecorazszersządrogędoumysłuCzarnego’13
(Jasnowski,1939,p 387;Ivanova,2015,pp 92–98) Theprincebegantoopenlyeject
fromhisestatetheCalvinistministerswhodidnotsharehisnontrinitarianviews Itwas
onlythepatrician’sdeathon29thMay1565thatputanendtohiseffortstoconvertthe
CalvinistplacesofworshipremaininginhispossessionintoArianchurches Thus,the
volumespublishedinthefollowingyearmaybecalled–bothduetothenontrinitarian
theologicalcommentaryincludedthereinandthetiesbetweenFalconiusandRadziwiłł
–‘duchowymtestamentemksięcia’14(Siwiec,2016,p 64) 

ThepoemprintedontheversoofthetitlepageofSprawyisłowaJezusaKrystusa,
entitledNaherbyMikołajaRadziwiłłaCzarnego, isplacedunderthefamily’scoatof
arms Contrarytowhatisfoundintypicalstemmata(worksconsistingofanillustration
referringtothecoatofarmsandapoem)dedicatedtoheraldiclegends,explanations
ofthesymbolismofacoatofarms(Ocieczek,2002,p 54),Bazylikdoesnotreferto
genealogical threads,stoppingat thegeneralstatement that ‘Tyherby[…] /Zacność
starodawnegoroduwyświadczają’15(lines1,3) Foritisnottheancestry‘jużumarłego’16
(line2)princethatdecidesthat‘wielkimRadziwiłemnazwaćgomożemy’17(line5)but
hisachievements:‘sprawy[D Ch ’semphasis]tęmuwiecznąsławędają’18(line4) 
ItwasthenHorace’sodeonthevirtueofthenobility(Carmina4,4),therealvalueof
thehigh-born, thatbecamethematerialforBazylik’s invention Theachievementsof
theprincewerelefttothereader’sknowledgeorquick-wittedness,butthecontext–the
presenceofthepoeminareligiousvolumeeditedbyamemberofthePolishBrethren
and the subsequent part of the poem – allows one to presume that what the ‘deeds’
constitutedwasthebackingofthecommunityofthePolishBrethreninLithuania 

13 ‘through themediumofFalconius’s sermons, nontrinitarianismwasprogressivelyworking its
wayintothemindofMikołaj“theBlack”Radziwiłł’ 

14 ‘thespiritualtestamentoftheprince’ 
15 ‘Yourcoatsofarms…/Showthenoblenessoftheancientclan” 
16 ‘ofthealreadydeparted’ 
17 ‘wecancallhimagreatRadziwiłł’ 
18 ‘thedeeds[D Ch ’semphasis]givehimthiseternalglory” 
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In the panegyric written seven months after the death of Mikołaj ‘the Black’
Radziwiłł, one can detect references to the criticism (most likely on the part of the
reformed Evangelicals) of the nontrinitarian beliefs of the patrician, his religious
viewsinthelastyearsofhislife InthenameofthecommunityofthePolishBrethren
remaininginLithuania,whosepatronwastheprince,Bazylikdeclares:‘Oszczypkow
[uszyczypliwości–D C ]nieprzyjaciółwtymsięniebojemy’19(line6),sinceRadziwiłł
‘Palcem Syna Bożego, którego miłował / A wyrokow i wolej jego naśladował’20
(lines11–12) Thedemonstrative reference to the idealof imitatioChristi, employed
with theuseof thescholastic topos,was todismiss thebelief that,asanadherentof
nontrinitarianism, Mikołaj ‘the Black’ Radziwiłł did not worship the deity of Christ 
Thegoodmemoryofthedepartedisalsosuccouredbytheextensive(comprisedofas
manyaseightlinesinthe26-lineepigram)recollectionofhiswife–aparagonofan
Evangelical’svirtues,arespectedandlikedmatronwhosedeathin1562‘sercewielu
ludzisrogimżalemzbodła’21(line20) LetusrecallthatBazylikhimselfcommemorated
thedeathofElżbietaSzydłowieckaRadziwiłłwiththeelegiacnarrativepoemKrotkie
wypisanie sprawy przy śmierci i pogrzebie Oświeconej Księżny Paniej Halżbiety
zSzydłowcaRadziwiłowej,wojewodzinywileńskiej.Roku1562 Itischaracteristicthat
theterm‘świętapani’22repeatedmanytimesthroughoutthepieceisnowtransferredto
herhusband– in theanalysedepigram, theprincelycouple is ‘dwuświętych ludzi’23
(line21) Towardstheendofthepoem,thepoetexpressesthehopethattheiroffspring,
growingup‘jakmajowekwiatki’24(line22),willimitatetheirparents’pietas 

ThelaudationofMikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłłcorrespondswiththegeneralsubject
matteroftheworkwithinwhichit isplaced–thepraisereferencesonlyhisspiritual
virtues BazylikfashionedtheprincetobeapioushusbandoftheCalvinist‘święta’25
andfatherofgod-fearingchildren TheauthorityofMikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłł–who
followedtheexampleofChrist,wasamodelEvangelical,aimedtoencouragepeopleto
readSprawyisłowaJezusaKrystusa,aworkwhosepurportis…nontrinitarian26 

BazylikdistributesthelaudatoryaccentsslightlydifferentlyinDoJegoKsiążęcej
MiłościPanaMikołajaRadziwiła,wojewodywileńskiegoetc.,fortheaddresseeofthe
workpublishedwithintheeditorialframeworkofWtoreksięgiŁukaszaświętegoisnot
thedepartedMikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłłbuthiscousin,Mikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłł 
HesoonprovednottofavourtheadherentsofnontrinitarianisminLithuania,similarlyto
othermembersoftheRadziwiłłfamily–outoftheentireclan,itwasonlythechancellor

19 ‘Wearenotafraidofthefoes’acerbity’ 
20 ‘[Was]thefingeroftheSonofGodwhomheloved/Andwhoseorderswillbemirrored’ 
21 ‘manyaheartsmotewithdourgrief’ 
22 ‘holylady’ 
23 ‘twoholypeople’ 
24 ‘likeMayflowers’ 
25 ‘saint’ 
26 ThetheologicalissuesassociatedwithSprawyisłowaJezusaKrystusaareextensivelydiscussed

bythedistinguishedresearcherofnontrinitarianismKonradGórski(1949,pp 129-140) 
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oftheGrandDuchyofLithuania,departedin1565,whoseattitudetowardsthePolish
Brethrencouldbedescribedbytheterm‘mecenatwyznaniowy’27(Tazbir,1993,p 128) 
Meanwhile,inJune1566,FalconiusandtheBrestprinterseekedtosecurethepatronage
ofMikołaj‘theRed’RadziwiłłovertheLithuanianadherentsofnontrinitarianism 

ThededicationletteroftheAriantheologianconstitutesanimportantcontextof
Bazylik’spoem Falconiusrecommendshiswork‘właskawąobronęRadziwiłowskiej
wierności’28 and presents himself as head of the religious community (‘Falconius
z bracią swą’29)  It is a group at risk of religious persecution, in need of spiritual
strengthening(providedbyWtoreksiegiŁukaszaświętego),andinstitutionalaid(tobe
grantedbyMikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłł) Hencethetheologianspinsparallelsbetween
theyoungChristianChurch,describedintheActsoftheApostles,andthe(notdirectly
named)PolishBrethren from theGrandDuchyofLithuania (Siwiec,2016,p 69) 
TheysoughtpatronagefromtheyoungsonsofMikołąj‘theBlack’Radziwiłłaswell,
whichisevidencedbytheanonymouspoemDoIchMiłościksiążąt,PanaMikołaja
iKrzysztofaRadziwiłów(ToTheirGracesthePrincesMikołajandKrzysztofRadziwiłł)
printeddirectlyfollowingBazylik’spanegyric 

Thistime,thepoemaddressedtoRadziwiłłistwiceaslongastheonefromsixmonths
earlier,anditsstructureisalsomoresophisticated Itopenswithanextensiveproemium:

Jestrzeczosobna,gdyktozacnośćdomuswego
Ozdobiuczynkami Asnadźniclepszego
Niemasz,boniesfolgujeśmierćżadnejzacności
Aznamienitesprawydochodząwieczności,
Boczłowiekapośmierciprawieożywają,
Aonimwiecznąpamięćpotomkomdawają 
Wszkeśmystarodawnychludzitychnieznali,
Cowiecznejsławyswemisprawamidostali,
Jednisłynącdowcipem,drudzynaukami,
Adrudzyrycerskiemizacnemisprawami 
Tyrzeczyzacnychdomowsławępomnażają,
Niższegostanuludziznimizrownywają 30

27 ‘religiouspatronage’ 
28 ‘tothekindprotectionoftheRadziwiłłfidelity’ 
29 ‘Falconiusandhisbrethren’ 
30 ‘Toadornone’shouse’snoblenesswithactsisseparate 
 Andsurelythantodosothereisnothingbetter,
 Fordeath,whenitcomes,itshallsparenonobility
 Andyetillustriousdeeds,theydoreacheternity,
 Theynearlygiveonelifeagain,oncethelifeisgone,
 Andbringundyingmemoryofonetothosetocome 
 Forwedidnotknowatallthepeopleofdaysold’ 
 Whosemanydeedsaneverlastingglorythembrought,
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   (lines1–12)

In thepoem,Bazylikdeveloped the concept from thepreviouspiece: ‘zacność
domu’31isadornedby‘uczynki’32(here,onceagain,thepoemechoesHorace’sodes
onrealnobility)butalso‘zacnesprawy’33undertakenbyaperson‘niższegostanu’34
allows thehouse tobecomeequalwith thehigh-born This idea is the resultof the
Renaissanceelitismofthecitizensof‘rzeczpospolitaliteracka’35,butitispossibleto
thinkthat,inthecontextofthetheologicalworkofFalconius,Bazylikisexpressing
the democratism characteristic of the Polish Brethren  The poet also reminds ‘the
readeraboutthetopos‘zabrakłoHomera’36,alludingthathe–thegrantorofimmortal
gloryonearth–willnotforgettheexcellentactswhichareexpectedofthecurrent
voivodeofVilnius 

However, for a person who waits ‘potym w grobie z sławą dnia sądnego’37
(line18)more important than‘onasławawieczna’38 (line24)– life inheaven The
referencetothevanitastoposisjustifiedinthesubsequentpartofthepoem,inwhich
thepoetremindsMikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłłaboutthesuddendeathofhiscousin,
adeathwhichcutshort theworkofMikołaj ‘theBlack’Radziwiłł Thisworkwas,
asthepoetallusivelyindicatesinthesubsequentpartofthepoem,thepropagationof
nontrinitarianismintheGrandDuchyofLithuania 

The praise of the addressee’s acts (res gestae) is perfunctory, which may be
surprising – after all, Mikołaj ‘the Red’ Radziwiłł was a distinguished commander
duringthewarswithMoscow Bazylikstatedabouttheprince:‘nazacności/Nicnie
schodziiwwielurzeczachnabiegłości’39(lines25-26),accordingtohim,theprince’s
achievementsareknownby‘każdynieomylnie’40(w 28) Moreimportantforthepoet
isthefutureactivityofMikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłł,‘GdysięjużtakkuBogupilnie
miećpoczynasz’41(line30),whichheattempstodirecttotheareaofreligiousactivity 

 Somearefamedforscience,othersamusedwiththeirwit,
 Someheldgloryfrommanyaknightlynobledeed 
 Thougoandmultiplythethingsofhousesnoble,
 Andmakewiththemeventhepeoplewhoarelower’ 
31 ‘thehouse’snobleness’ 
32 ‘acts’ 
33 ‘nobledeeds’ 
34 ‘ofalowerstatus’ 
35 the‘literaryRepublic’ 
36 ‘Homerisgone’ 
37 ‘afterwardsinthegravewiththegloryofthedoomsday’ 
38 ‘it,theeternalglory’ 
39 ‘inrespectability/Doesnotlackandinmanythingsinproficiency’ 
40 ‘everyoneinfallibly’ 
41 ‘WhenyouarebeginningtotendtowardsGodsointently’Thisexpressionisambiguous Itmay

indicatethereligiousactivityofthepatrician,orsomekindofhealthproblems 
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ThepraiseofRadziwiłłbecomesanincentive(exhortation)–inordertoact,Mikołaj
‘theRed’Radziwiłłisfirsttolookintothemirroroftheactsofhisdepartedcousin:

Że,aczświętejpamięciPanabratatwego,
Wziąłnamjużdożywotaonegowiecznego,
Dałcięnajegomiejsce,abyśjegochwały
Pomnażał,aprzyjegosłowietakbyłstały
Jakoion Awspomnij,jakzacneklejnoty
Wdomuswoimzostawił,chcącrozmnożyćcnoty,
Któremuipośmiercisławyprzymnażają,
Bogocicojewidzą,częstowspominają 
Dokończjegoumysłu,któryśmierćprzerwała,
BomutakwielkiejchucikuBoguzaźrzała 
Kutymtwymzacnymsprawom,dlaktorychtaksłyniesz,
PrzydajteżchućkuBogu,atakniezaginiesz42 
   (lines33–44)

ThepoetemphaticallyasksMikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłłtofinishtheworkstarted
by his cousin, the deeds to which his death put an end  This, of course, refers to
theconsolidationofnontrinitarianismin theGrandDuchyofLithuania Theprince
should take the place of the departed patron of the Polish Brethren and propagate
thisreligiousbeliefwithenthusiasm(‘wielkachuć’43) Afrantictoneresoundsinthe
exhortation:already(‘terazczas’44,line52)Mikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłłmustfightthe
adversariesofChrist(‘ZastawsięprzeciwnikommocnieSynajego’45,line45)because
death is jealousof thosewho increaseGod’sglory,as theexampleofMikołaj ‘the
Black’Radzwiłłproves Theencouragementtoworkforthebenefitoftheadherentsof
nontrinitarianism–theprince’srewardwastobeheaven–aremixedwithmonitions

42 ‘That,althoughthybrother,thelatelamentedMaster,
 Hehadalreadytakentolifeeverlasting,
 Inhisplace,itistheethathenowhastousbrought
 Tomultiplyhisgloryandstandrightbyhisword,
 Asheusedto Recallhownoblegemsinhishouse
 heleft,withthelongingtomultiplythevirtues
 Which,afterhisdeathaswell,hisglorydoesincrease,
 Foroneoftremembershimwhenitisthemonesees 
 Dofinishthemindofhiswhichdeathhasthuscutshort
 BecauseitcametoenvyhismightyzealforGod 
 Tothynobledeeds,thatwhichfamethouofallthemost
 Also,addazealforGodandthoushallnotbelost’ 
43 ‘mightyzeal’ 
44 ‘nowisthetime’ 
45 ‘opposestronglytheenemiesofhisSon’ 
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ofdeath ‘Bopośmiercijużpozno’46(line53)–itiswiththischordinthespiritof
vanitasthatthepoetendshisappealtoRadziwiłł 

Inthepoem,‘dominuje[…]tonzdecydowanejprośbyowsparcie,którejnadano
rangę niemal moralnego obowiązku’47 (Siwiec, 2016, p  69)  The eschatological
themes surely stem from the persecution of the Polish Brethren – the followers of
Falconius  However, making Mikołaj ‘the Red’ Radziwiłł the spiritual heir of the
chancellor,Bazylikcommittedanindiscretionbyreducingthefutureactivityofthe
poem’saddresseeexclusivelytotheimitationofthedepartedandbyostentatiously,in
turn,scaringhimwithdeathandpromisinghimheaven 

***
Both poems by Cyprian Bazylik dedicated to the Radziwiłłs – ‘the Black’ and

‘theRed’–saymoreabouttheirauthorandthesituationoftheLithuanianadherents
of nontrinitarianism than about their addressees  InNa herbyMikołaja Radziwiłła
Czarnego,thepoetappearsasafaithfulservantofthehouseoftheRadziwiłł,cultivates
thememoryofthedeparted‘bykwiatekwpołudnie’48(line15)ElżbietaSzydłowiecka
withmarkedadmiration,andtendentiouslycreatestheimageofMikołaj‘theBlack’
RadziwiłłasanorthodoxCalvinist Thefaithfulnessofthe‘napowolnieszysługa’49,
asBazyliksignshisname,neverthelesscomeswithaprice,whichistobethehelp
ofMikołaj‘theRed’Radziwiłłgiventotheadherentsofnontrinitarianismduringthe
oppression which they will suffer after the death of their patron and cousin of the
currentvoivodeofVilnius Itisespeciallythelatterofthetwodiscussedpoemsthat
constitutesaninterestingandupuntilnowunexploitedsourceofknowledgeonthe
situationofthePolishBrethreninLithuaniain1566,andthusatthetimeofapeculiar
interregnuminthereligiouspatronageheldoverthembyMikołaj‘theBlack’Radziwiłł
and,beginningin1570,byJanKiszka(Tazbir,1986,pp 355-363) Aboveall,Bazylik
appearsinthemasanardentsupporteroftheteachingofTomaszFalconius However,
the fascination with nontrinitarianism proved to be fleeting, since already in 1567,
the Brest printer appeared before the readers as the translator and compiler of the
monumentalCalvinistmartyrology 

TranslatedintoEnglishbyLinguaLabs.c.

46 ‘Forafterdeath,itistoolate’ 
47 ‘dominates…atoneofemphaticrequestforsupport,requestwhichwasgiventherankofan

almostmoralduty’ 
48 ‘asifablossomatnoon’ 
49 ‘yourhumbleservant’ 
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