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Euphrosyne, pradslava, praxeda, paraskeva  
in the Belarusian-Lithuanian Chronicles of the 16th Century
Eufrozyna – Przedsława – Prakseda – Paraskiewa w białorusko-litewskich kronikach XVI wieku

Еўфрасіння – Прадслава – Пракседа – Параскева ў беларуска-літоўскіх хроніках ХVІ ст.

Abstract

The second edition of the Belarusian-Lithuanian Chronicles (Krasinski, Raczynski,
ArchaeologicalSociety,etc )containsastoryaboutthesubjugationofPolotskbytheGrandDukes
ofLithuania,calledbyresearchersTheTaleofPolotsk ItisbelievedthatthiscollectionofChronicles
originatedintheearly16thcenturyattheinitiativeoftheVoivodeofPolotsk,andthethenChancellor
oftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniaAlbrechtasGostautas Itattemptstocombinetheoriginalhistoryof
PolotskandthePolotsklandwiththehistoryoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania,includingthelegend
oftheRomanoriginoftheLithuaniannobility InthisTale,thereisaplotthatvaguelyresemblesan
excerptfromtheLifeofEuphrosyneofPolotsk,butthenamesofthePolotskandLithuanianprinces
havebeenchangedbeyondrecognition Thequestionsarises:whocreatedsuchaconvolutedstory
aboutthePolotskprincesinthepagesofthesecondeditionoftheChroniclesandwhy?Asiswell
known,thefirsteditionoftheChroniclesoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania(late14th–firsthalfofthe
15thcentury)ismainlydevotedtothehistoryofancientRussia Atthebeginningofthe16thcentury
therewasaneed tocreatea ‘national’historicaldiscourse For thispurpose itwasnecessary to
combinetheso-called‘Russian’and‘Lithuanian’ethno-religiouscomponentsoftheGrandDuchyof
Lithuania,tostrengthenideologicallythedominationoftheGrandDukesofLithuaniaintheancient
PolotskPrincipality TherewasagradualtransitionfromtheculturalspaceofSlaviaOrthodoxato
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theculturalspaceofSlaviaRomana(RicсardoPicchio) Thesource-cognitiveandarcheographic,
comparative-historicalandpartlyhermeneuticresearchmethodswereused Asaresult,itbecame
possible to get closer to the understanding that most likely the Life of Euphrosyne of Polotsk,
whichcouldhavebeenwritteninthe12thcentury,bythebeginningofthe16thcenturyhadalmost
disappearedfromthefieldofviewoftheintellectualsofthetime,butcertainechoesofthecultofthe
SaintremainedinPolotsk,especiallytheshrinesandthecrosscreatedforher TheLifewasrewritten
inaccordancewiththerequirementsofcertainsocialgroups,thenitselementsbecamepartofthe
secondeditionoftheChronicleoftheGDLinamuch-changedform 

Keywords:EuphrosyneofPolotsk,PrincipalityofPolotsk,Belarusian-LithuanianChronicles,
GrandDukesofLithuania

Abstract

Wdrugiejredakcjikronikbiałorusko-litewskich(Krasińskiego,Raczyńskiego,Towarzystwa
Archeologicznegoiinnych)zapisanohistorięopodporządkowaniuPołockaprzezwielkichksią-
żątlitewskich,zwanąprzezbadaczy„OpowieściąoPołocku” Uważasię,żepochodzionazpo-
czątkuXVIw ipowstałazinicjatywywojewodypołockiego,anastępniekanclerzaWielkiego
KsięstwaLitewskiegoOlbrachtaGasztołda WopowieścinajstarszedziejePołockaprzeplatają
sięzhistoriąWielkiegoKsięstwaLitewskiego,atakżelegendąorzymskimpochodzeniuszlach-
ty litewskiej Fabułaprzypomina fragmentyŻywotuŚwiętejEufrozyny (Połockiej), ale imiona
książątpołockichilitewskichsątrudnedoidentyfikacji Powstajepytanie:ktoidlaczegozamie-
ściłnakartachdrugiej redakcji takzagmatwanąopowieśćoksiążętachpołockich?Jakwiado-
mo,pierwszaredakcjalatopisuWielkiegoKsięstwaLitewskiego(koniecXIV–pierwszapołowa
XVwieku)zostałapoświęconagłównienajstarszejhistoriiRosji NapoczątkuXVIw zaistniała
potrzebaopracowania„narodowego”dyskursuhistorycznego Wtymcelunależałopołączyćtzw 
rosyjskieorazlitewskiekomponentyetniczno-religijneWielkiegoKsięstwaLitewskiego,abyide-
ologiczniewzmocnićdominacjęwielkichksiążątlitewskichwnajstarszymksięstwiepołockim 
NastąpiłowówczasstopnioweprzejścieodprzestrzenikulturowejSlaviaOrthodoxadoprzestrze-
nikulturowejSlaviaRomana(RiccardoPicchio) Wartykulewykorzystanoróżnorodnemetody
badawcze:analizamateriałuźródłowegoiarcheograficznego,metodaporównawczo-historyczna,
częściowometodahermeneutyczna Wtokubadaniaustalono,żenapisanynajprawdopodobniej
wXIIw ŻywotEufrozyny(Połockiej),zapomnianyprzezówczesnychintelektualistów,wPołoc-
kupozostawiłpewneechakultuświętej,zwłaszczamiejscajejkultuorazkrzyż Żywot…został
przeredagowanyzgodniezoczekiwaniamipewnychgrupspołecznych,anastępnie–wznacznie
zmienionejformie–stałsięczęściądrugiejredakcjilatopisówWielkiegoKsięstwaLitewskiego 

Słowa kluczowe: Eufrozyna Połocka, Księstwo Połockie, Kroniki litewsko-białoruskie,
WielkieKsięstwoLitewskie

Aнатацыя

У другім летапісным зводзе беларуска-літоўскіх летапісаў (Красінскага, Рачынскага
Археалагічнагатаварыстваіінш )прысутнічаесюжэт,звязанызпадпарадкаваннемПолацка
вялікімі князямі літоўскімі, названы даследчыкамі Аповесць пра Полацк  Як лічыцца,



13Euphrosyne,Pradslava,Praxeda,ParaskevaintheBelarusian-LithuanianChronicles   

Belarusian Studies 14/2020

гэты звод узнік у пачатку ХVІ ст  па ініцыятыве полацкага ваяводы, а потым канцлера
ВКЛАльбертaГаштольда Уімробіццаспробааб’яднацьпачатковуюгісторыюПолацкаі
ПолацкайзямлізгісторыяйВялікагаКнястваЛітоўскага,утымлікузлегендайабрымскім
паходжанні літоўскай знаці  У гэтай Аповесці сустракаем сюжэт, які аддалена нагадвае
урывакзЖыціяЕўфрасінніПолацкай,аднак імёныполацкіх ілітоўскіхкнязёўзменены
тут да непазнавальнасці  Узнікае пытанне: каму і навошта трэба было ствараць такую
блытаную гісторыю аб полацкіх князях на старонках другога зводу  Як вядома, першы
летапіснызводВКЛ(канец14–першаяпалова15ст )уасноўнымпрысвечаныгісторыі
старажытнай Русі  У пачатку ХVІ ст  паўстала неабходнасць стварыць „нацыянальны”
гістарычны дыскурс  Дзеля гэтага неабходна было аб’яднаць так званыя „рускі”
і„літоўскі”этна-рэлігійныякампанентыВКЛ,ідэалагічнападмацавацьпанаванневялікіх
князёўлітоўскіхунайстаражытнейшымПолацкімкнястве Адбываўсяпаступовыпераход
зкультурнайпрасторыSlaviaOrthodoxaўкультурнуюпрасторуSlaviaRomana(Рыкарда
Пікіа) Намібылівыкарыстаныкрыніцазнаўчыіархеаграфічны,параўнальна-гістарычны,
частковагерменеўтычныметадыдаследавання Увынікуўдаласянаблізіццадаразумення
таго,штохутчэйзаўсёЖыціеЕўфрасінніПолацкай,якоемаглобыцьнапісанаўХІІст ,
дапачаткуХVІст фактычна знікла зполя зроку інтэлектуалаўтагочасу, аднакпэўныя
водгукікультапрападобнайзасталісяўПолацку, асабліваствораныяёйсвятыні і крыж 
Жыціебылоперапісана, адпаведнапатрабаваннямпэўныхсацыяльных груп,потымяго
элементыўвайшліўскладдругогалетапіснагазводуВКЛузначназмененымвыглядзе 

Ключавыя словы: Еўфрасіння Полацкая, Полацкая зямля, беларуска-літоўскіe
летапісы,ВялікаеКнястваЛітоўскае

Withoutmemorywe,humans,wouldwanderinspace,
devoidofcultureandorientationpoint’s 
(Markowitch,2006)

OurnationaldiscourseintheMiddleAgesandtheearlymodernperioddidnot
developinrelativeisolation,as,say,RussianorPolish,butinclosecooperationwith
thelatter IntheMiddleAges,westoodwithonefootintheso-calledspaceofSlavia
Orthodoxa,andtheother–inSlaviaRomana Moreover,themovementfromSlavia
OrthodoxatoSlaviaRomanatookplacethroughouttheNewAge Howexactlythis
happenedisanimportantresearchproblem,thatIwillconsiderhere Forthehistoryof
theGrandDuchyofLithuania,thetheoryoftheItalianSlavistRicсardoPicchioabout
theliterarycivilizationsSlaviaOrthodoxaandSlaviaRomanais,inmyopinion,very
productive(Pikkio,2003) Thescientisthimselfdidnotapplyittotheculturalspace
oftheGrandDuchyofLithuania Butwehavetodoit Asaresultofmyownresearch
andanalysisoftheliteratureonthissubject,Icametotheconclusionthatthecultural
spacecalledSlaviaOrthodoxa(inotherwordsRusorRussia)wasgraduallyshrinking
undertheinfluenceoftheculturalspaceofSlaviaRomana Thisprocesscanbecalled
occidentalization or Europeanisation of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania (Semenčuk,
2019,pp 30–42) 

Recently,historianshavebeenpayingmuchattentiontothedevelopmentofnational
historical discourse and cult images of history as a pan-European trend in modern
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political culture  It isdescribed indetail towhatextent these ideas– reconstructed
orconstructedbythepoliticalandculturalelitesoftheearlymodernperiod–were
widespreadinthehistoricalandpoliticalconsciousness 

Inthisregard,Iwouldliketotouchonacertainplot,which,ontheonehand,is
known,andontheother–verymysteriousandlittlestudied Thisisastoryabouthow
thememoryofoneofthemostsignificantfiguresofBelarusianhistoryandculture,
St  Euphrosyne of Polotsk, is reflected in the Belarusian-Lithuanian Chronicles, as
wellasinthePolishChroniclesrelatedtothem 

Theproblemof therelationshipbetweenrealityanditsperceptioninsociety in
theMiddleAges isoften ignoredbymodernresearchers  It is recognised that there
are several spaces for scientific reflection: the social reality of medieval society;
its perception and interpretation by contemporaries (people who lived in those
distanttimes);andfinally,ourperceptionandinterpretationofthatrealityandthose
interpretations(Èksle,2007c,p 28) Forus,asinthedaysofMaxWeber,oneofthe
mainresearchproblemsremainstheproblemoftherelationshipbetween‘reality’and
‘knowledge’,therelationshipbetweenthesocialrealityofthepastanditsperception
andinterpretationinsociety M Webersaidthatthebasisofanyresearchisnot‘actual
connections of things, but mental connections of problems’, or, as Otto Gerhard
Oexlenoted,–therelationshipbetween‘reality’and‘knowledge’inthecontextofthe
historian’sreflectiononthesubjectofstudy(Èksle,2007c,p 28) 

In2013,twoarticleswerepublishedindependently–bytheLithuanianresearcher
Kestutis Gudmantas Life of Paraskoviya-Praxeda in the Lithuanian Chronicles
(Gudmantas, 2013, pp  197–214) and my article ‘Polotsk and the Polotsk Land in
Historical Memory of the Inhabitants of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania in the 16th
Century’ (Semenčuk,2013,pp 19–28) Bothofusweresimultaneouslyinterestedin
theproblemoftheperceptionofrealityofthePolotskPrincipalitybythepeopleofthe
16thcentury,ormoreprecisely,bythecreatorsofthesecondeditionoftheChronicle 

Presentation of the History of Praxeda – Paraskeva – Euphrosyne – 
Pradslava in the Second Edition of the Belarusian-Lithuanian Chronicles

Intheso-calledsecondeditionoftheBelarusian-LithuanianChronicles(Krasinski,
Raczynski,ArchaeologicalSociety,etc ),which,accordingtomostresearchers,appeared
in the early 16th century, you can find a passage that one of the descendants of the
legendaryPalemon,theDukeofNavahrudakMingaila,inthebattleofGorodetsdefeated
thePolotskpeopleandbecametheGrandDukeofPolotsk(sic!) Hisson,theDukeof
PolotskGinvilas,marriedthedaughteroftheGrandPrinceofTverBoris,namedMaria,
fromwhomhewasbaptizedintothe‘Russianfaith’andreceivedthenameofhisfather-
in-lawBoris TheyhadadaughternamedParaskoviyaandasonnamedGleb Boris-
GinvilasbuilttheChurchoftheSaviourandfoundedthecityofBorisov Hisdaughter
Paraskoviyabecameanun Intheconvent,shecopiedbooks,andthensuddenlywent
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toRome,whereshewasbaptizedaCatholicandreceived thenameofPraxeda The
Romansbuiltachurchinherhonour,whereshewasburied HerbrotherGlebdiedyoung
andwasburiedinSt SophiaCathedralinPolotsk‘withhisfatherinthesamecoffin’ 

12

Списокгр.Красинского.(ПСРЛ Vol 17 
Западнорусскиелетописи,Москва2008,
p 232)1 

М StryjkowskiKronikaPolska,Litewska,
ZmódzkaiwszystkiejRusi…Wydanienowe,
Warszawa1846 Vol 1,pp 241–2422 

АКгинвилънаПолоцку ИпоиметКгинвилъ
дочку оу великого князя Тверьского Бориса
именемМарью,длякотороежьокристилсяв
Роускуверу Идалиемуимятъстяегокнязя
ТверскогоБорис ИтотКгинвилъ,нареченный
Борис вчинил город на имя свое на реце
Березыни  И назвал его Борисовъ  И будучи
емоуРусиномбылвелминабоженъ Ивчинил
церковькаменнуювПолоцкусвятоеСофии 
Другую святого Спаса девич монастырь оу
верхърекиПолоты Отградаоуполоумили 
ТретиюцерковьнаБелчицисвятыхБорисаи
Глебаманастырь ИпануючиемувПолоцкоу 
Был ласкав на поданых своихъ  И дал имъ
поданым своим волности и вечо мети и въ
звонъ звонити  И потомоу справовати яко
оу великом Новегороде и Пъскове  И тот
князь Борис с тою жоною мелъ двое детеи 
Сына Глеба а дочкоу Парасковгию  И сам
оумре а по собе на Полоцку зоставит сына
своего Глеба  А дочка Парасковгия обецала
девитствосвоезаховативцелостидоживота
своего и пострыглася в черници оу святого
СпасавмонастыринадПолотою Имешкла
там сем лет Богу служачи и книги пишучи
на церковь  А потом забралася до Рима и в
РимеслужилаБогужпилнеимешькалаколко
годъ  И окрестилася которую называють
святаяПракседыс АпоРускииПарасковгия 
Которой ж в Риме и костел збоудовали  На
имяеесвятоетамжеееположили Абратее
князьГлебПолоцкийвмолодыхлетехсвоих
княжившинемноголетвПолоцкуиоумре 
ИположенъбысоусвятоеСофиивПолоцку 
Соотцомъсвоимвоодномгробе АПолочане

Ginwił… Połockie xięstwo wziął z udziału, na
którym szczęśliwie panując, pojał w małżeński
stan xiężnę Marią, Borissa Wielkiego Kniazia
Twierskiegocórkę,dlaktórejsięochrzciłwgrec-
kąalbo ruskąwiarę idanomunachrzcie imię
Jurgi   apotymwniedoszłymwiekulatswoich
umarł, zostawiwszy po sobie syna Borissa  Po
nim panował na xięstwie Połockim Rechwold,
imieniem chrzsczonym Wasili syn  Po nim na
xięstwie Połockim został Hleb syn i córka Po-
roskawia,atapoślubiwszyPanuBogudziewicy
stanwczystościchować,postrzygłąsięwcernice
wmonasterzeS Spassa,nadrzekąPołotą,wktó-
rymmieszkałasiedmlatPanuBogusłużąciksę-
gidokościołówpisząc Topótykurzeczyotej
PoroskawipisząLatopiszczeLitewskieiRuskie 
Aledalejcośdziwnegooniejpowiedająwtysło-
wa: I potym dzię swietaja Poroskawia wezbra-
łasiędoRymaiwRymiekilkolatmieszkając,
Bogupilniesłużyła,itamżeumierłaipotymdzię
sięoświeciła,którązowiąświętaPraxidis,apo
rusku:Praskowia KtórejżedzięwRymieicer-
kiewzbudowano,na imię jejeświatoje i tamże
jeje cieło pohrebłi To poty wszystki Latopisz-
cze jednako o tej Poroskawi, xiężnie Połockiej
świadczą Aleiżsięjazwielkampilnościąsta-
ram i na tom siedmiolętną pracę podjął, abych
LitewskąiRuską,takżePolskąhistorją,niezdo-
mniemania, ale z pewnych dowodów na świat
pokazał: tedym też o tej Poroskawi nie mało
ksiągkościelnychzwartował,którabytozxięż-
ny Połockiej świętą Praxedą w Rzymie zostać
miała,alemtegonigdziejnaleśćanisiędopytać
mógł; tylko tapospolita jesthistorjaoS Praxe-
dzie w legendach świętych, i w leda wiatiku:

1 KrasinskiManuscript (PSRL,Vol 17 WestRussianChronicles,Moscow2008,p 232) 
2 М Stryjkowski,ChronicleofPoland,Lithuania,SamogitiaandallofRuthenia Newedition,

Warsaw1846 Vol 1,pp 241–242 
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потомпочализасявечомсправоватися,какоу
великом Новегороде и Пъскове  А пана над
собоюнемели Ивъзвратимисявоспак 

PraxedisvirgovenerabilisPrudentisRomanifi-
lia, amissis parentibus etc    a Rechwold, ociec
ParaskawieniewRzimiealewPołockuleży,   
uS Sophiae   Potymbrat tejPoroskawyHleb,
niedługo Połoczanom panował, bo w młodym
wiekuzaojcemRechwoldemWaszilemizasio-
strąPoroskawią(świętą,tak,jakochcąLatopisz-
cze), musiał na on świat wędrować  Pochowan
podleojcawjednymgrobie,uS Sophienazam-
ku Połockim  A Połoczanie    poczęli sobie po
staremuwolnożyć,iwieczamisięsądzić   

Ginvilas,beinganethnicLithuanian,iscalleda‘Rusyn’herebythereligion This
isanattempttobringthenewrulersfromthedynastyoftheGrandDukesofLithuania,
orrather,thePalemonids,closertothePolotskprincelytradition 

As you can see, in theChronicle of Poland, Lithuania, Samogitia and all of
Ruthenia by Maciej Stryjkowski, as well as in the Bykhavets Chronicle between
GinvilasandBoristhereisanadditionallink–Ragvalod–Vasily Accordingtomost
researchers,StryjkowskimainlyfollowedtheBykhavetsChronicleinhiscompilations
on theearlyhistoryof theGrandDuchyofLithuania (Ulaščik,1985,pp 87–100) 
In themanuscriptsof theArchaeologicalSocietyandCountRachynsky,Boris also
hasasonRagvalod–Vasily,whohadadaughterParaskoviyaandasonGleb This
meansthatmostofthemanuscriptsofthesecondandthirdeditionshaveanadditional
generationofthedescendantsofGinvilas 

СписокБыховца,(ПСРЛ Vol 17 
Западнорусскиелетописи,Москва2008,
p 479–480)3 

СписокАрхеологическогоОбщества,
(ПСРЛ Vol 17 Западнорусскиелетописи,
Москва2008,p 245–246)4 

   aGinwiłnaPołocku,apoymetGinwiłdoczku
uwelikohokniaziaTwerskohowBorkaimenem
Maryiu, dla kotoroież ochrystyłsia w Ruskuiu
wiru,ydaliimiajemuJurij,ytotJurijpanował
nemnoho let i umre  A po sobi zostawił syna
swoicho Borysa na Połocku, y tot kniaz Borys
wczynił horod na imia swoie na rece Berezyni
i nazwał ieho Borysow  Y buduczy iemu Ru-
sinom był welmi nabożon, y wczynił cerkow
kamennuiu u Połocku swiatoie Sofij  Druhuju
swiatoho Spasa, dewic monastyr, u werch reki
Połoty ot horoda w połu mili  Tretiuiu cerkow
monastyrnaBełczycyswiatohoBorysayHleba 

АКгинвилънаПолотцку,ипоиметъКгинвил
дочку у великаго князя Тверскаго у Бориса
именемМариюдлякотороежеокрстилсяв
Рускуюверу,идалиемуимяБорис,итотъ
КгинвилрекомыиБорисучинилгороднаимя
своенарецеБерезынииназвалъегоБорисов 
ИбудучиемуРусиномбылвелминабоженъ 
И учинил церковь каменную в Полоцку
святуюСофею ДругуюсвятагоСпасадевич
монастырь в верхъ реки Полоты от города
в полумили  Третию церковь монастыр на
БелчицысвятагоБорисаиГлеба Ипануючи
емувПолоцкубылласкавнаподданыхсвоих 

3 BykhavetsChronicle(PSRL Vol 17 WestRussianChronicles,Moscow2008,pp 479–480) 
4 ArchaeologicalSocietyManuscript, (PSRL Vol 17 WestRussianChronicles,Moscow2008,

pp 245–246) 
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A panujuczy iemu w Połocku był łaskaw na
poddanychswoich,ydałimpoddanymswoim
wolnosty,yweczumetyywzwonzwonity,y
potomusiaradytykakuWelikomNowohorode
yPskowe,apotomkniazBorysPołockiumre 
AposobizostawiłsynaswojehonaPołockuRoh-
wołodaprorekomohoWasilia,ytotkniazWasi-
liePołockiżyłnemałonaPołockuyumre Apo
sobezostawiłsynaHleba,ydoczkuParaskowiju
itajadoczkaobicaładewictwoswoiezachowa-
tywcełostydożywotaswojeho,ypostryhłasia
wczernicyuswiatohoSpasa,umonastyrynad
Połotoiu,ymeszkałatamsemlitBohusłużaczy,
yknihipiszuczynacerkow Apotomzobrałasia
doRyma,ywRymemeszkaiuczyBohusłuży-
łapilne,ymeszkałakolkośhod,yoswiatyłasia,
kotoruiu zowut swiatajа Praxedis, a po Rusku
Paraskowia,kotoroyżewRymeikostełzbudo-
wali,naimiajeieswiatoie,ytamżeieiepołożyli 
A brat ieie kniaz Hleb Połocki, w młodych le-
techswoichumre,ypołożonbystuswiatoieSo-
fijwPołocku,sootcomswoimuodnomhrobi 
APołczanepoczaliweczomsiasprawowatykak
uWelikomNowohorodeyPskowe,apananad
sobojunemeli,iobratymsiawospak 

И дал имъ подданым своим волность
вечомиметиив звонзвонити,ипотомусе
справоватикакъввеликомНовегородеиво
ПсковеиштокнязьБорисстоюженоюимел
сынаРогволоданазваногоВасилемъипонем
начнекняжитисынъегоВасилеи,вПолоцку
имелсынаГлеба,адочкуПарасковю,итая
дочка Парасковия обецалася девичьство
свое захавати в целости до живота своего
и постриглася в черницы у святаго Спаса
в монастыри над Полотою, и мешкала там
7 лет Богу служачи и книги пишучи на
церковьапотомзабраласядоРымаивРыме
мешкаючы Богу служила пилне  И мешкая
колко лет и освятилася которую называют
святая Прикседы а по руски Поросковея,
котороижеоуРимеикостелзбудованнаимя
еесвятое Итамжеееиположили Абрат
ее князь Глеб Полоцкий оу молодых летех
своих княживши оу Полоцку не много лет
иоумреиположонбылоусвятоеСофеиоу
Полотцку со отцем своим оу одном гробе 
АПолочанепочалипотомспраоватисязасе
какоувеликомНовегородеиПъсковеапана
надсобоюнемелиивозвратимсявоспят 

Thisvariabilityofnamesmakesyouwonder:whydidtheauthorsofthesecond
edition have to change the names of princes or add additional persons?A similar
situationisfoundwiththeincreaseofthe‘tribes’inthelegendoftheRomanorigin
ofLithuaniannobility:inoneversion,thejourneyofPalemontookplaceinthetime
ofCaesar(100–44BC),inthesecond–Attila(5AD) Perhapsthiswasdonesimply
because each generation reigned for too many years, which certainly might have
seemedsuspicioustothethoughtfulreaderinthe16thcentury Tomakethestoryof
Palemonandhissonsmorebelievable,thenumberoftribesincreased(Ulaščik,1985,
pp 135–146) 

IfyoucomparethechronicletextwiththeLifeofEuphrosyne,itbecomesclear
thatthechronicleruseditforhishistoricalconstructions:
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TheoldestknownmanuscriptofLifeisdatedbyresearcherstothebeginningof
the 16th century7 At the same time, it is believed thatLife was created in the 12th
century,however,nota singlemanuscriptwaspreserveduntil that time (Melnìkaǔ,
2005,pp 116–117) Andonlyintheearly16thcenturytherewasanyinterestinitwith
newmanuscriptsbeingcreated 

Thesourceoftheabove-mentionedKrasinskiManuscriptisnotonlytheIpatevsky
and other Eastern European chronicles, but also theLifeofEuphrosyne ofPolotsk
and, possibly, archival documents ofPolotsk AlbrechtasGostautas, the initiator of
thecreationofthesecondeditionoftheChroniclesoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania,
wasrelatedtothem DuringhistenureasPolotskVoivodehecouldseethetombstones
ofprinces8,aswellasthefamousRagvolod(Borisov)stones Oneoftheinscriptions
onthemtestifies‘І(ису)сХ(ристо)сНика Въле(то)6679м(еся)цамаиявъ7д(е)
ньдоспенъкр(ест)ъсий Г(оспод)и,помозирабусвоемуВасилиювкр(е)щении,
именем Рогволоду, с(ы)ну Борисову’9 (Kalečyc, 2011, pp  33)  This inscription
fullycorrespondstotheinformationfromthemanuscriptsoftheextendededition–
Rumyantsev,AlshevskyandRachynskyManuscripts 

MaciejStryjkowskiattheendofthe16thcenturyhadalsoseensomestonesand
gave an inscription on one of them: ‘Wspomoży Hospody raba swojoho, Borissa

5 KrasinskiManuscript(PSRL,Vol 17 WestRussianChronicles,Moscow2008,p 232) 
6 The Life of Euphrosyne of Polotsk (Religiouswriting of theCyrillic tradition of the 11th–15th
centuries,Minsk2013,p 192) 

7 ГИМ Епарх №406,нач ХVIв ВядоматаксамапралогаваеЖытиеЕўфрасінні,якоебыло
створана,відаць,у2-йпаловеХVст уНавагрудскаймітраполіі Найбольшстаражытны
спістакогакароткагаЖытиязнайшоўБ М КлосупралогуапошняйчвэрціХVст (БАН 
33 19 8) (Klos,2002,pp 9–13) [GIM Eparch №406,begin ofthe16thcentury Ofcoursethe
prologueLifeofEuphrosyne,whichwasalsocreated,apparently,inthesecondhalfofthe15th
centuryintheNavahrudakmetropolitanate ThemostancientmanuscriptofsuchashortLifewas
foundbyB MKlosintheprologueofthelastquarterofthe15thcentury (BAS 33 19 8) (Klos,
2002,pp 9–13) ]

8 Apparently,nonamesyet,becausethecustomofsigningtombstonesappearedlater 
9 Supposedly:‘JesusChristtheWinner Insummerof6679,monthofMayonthe7thday,thiscross

wasput Lord,helpyourservantinthebaptismofBasil,namedRogvolod,sonofBoris(transla-
tor’snote)’ 

Списокгр.Красинского(ПСРЛVol 17 
Западнорусскиелетописи,Москва2008,
с 232)5

ЖыціеЕўфрасінніПолацкай(Рэлігійнае
пісьменствакірылічнайтрадыцыіХІ–ХV
стст.,Мінск2013,p 1926 

АдочкаПарасковгияобецаладевитство
своезаховативцелостидоживотасвоего
ипострыгласявчернициоусвятогоСпаса
вмонастыринадПолотою Имешкалатам
семлетБогуслужачиикнигипишучина
церковь 

Исенаумеположивши,идев
монастырь,утаившисяотца,иматери,
ивсехдомашних…Итувъшедши,нача
подвижнеишиподвигъпостническыи
восприимати Иначакнигыписатисвоими
руками,инаемемлюще,требующимдаяше 
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synaGinwiloweho!’10(Stryjkowski,1846,p 242) Sothestoneswereknowninthe
early16thcentury Bothepigraphicandnarrativesourcestracetheinfluenceofthe
popularcultofSaintsBorisandGleb,popularinAncientRus,whichhassurvived
tothisday 

AlexeySapunovpointedoutthatinalloftheabovementionedСhroniclesthefacts
oftheLivesofEuphrosyneofPolotsk,Paraskeva–RomanandEupraxiaofPolotsk
(inotherwords,Pskov)fantasticallyintertwine(Sapunov,1888,p 42;Melnìkaì,2005,
pp  111–112)  Belarusian researcherAlexey Melnikov believed that the chroniclers
followedthedescriptionofthelifeofhercousinEuphrosyne,Zvenislava–Eupraxia,
thedaughterofthePolotskPrinceRagvalod–BorisandsisterofGleb,becauseshe
andhersistermadeapilgrimagetoConstantinople(thatisNewRome),andthename
ofEupraxiaundertheinfluenceoffolketymologywastransformedintoParaskeva/
Praskovia(Melnìkaǔ,2005,p 110) 

LithuanianresearcherKestutisGudmantaspointsoutthatpreviousresearchers
have ignored one of the characters in the Belarusian-Lithuanian Chronicles – St 
Praxeda(Gudmantas,2013,pp 203–204) Hedecidedtotakeacloser lookat the
imageof thisSaint, aswell asher sisterPudentsiyana,withwhomshe isusually
mentioned, and came to the conclusion that in the Chronicle ‘own’ reality is
cunningly linked to theRoman Hereare twosisters–EuphrosyneandEupraxia,
there–PraxedaandPudentsiyana ThelatterwereverypopularinRome,theircultis
representedbymagnificentimages,mosaics,andthereistheBasilicaofSt Prassede 
TheycouldbeseenbytravellersfromtheGrandDuchyofLithuaniawhileinRome 
ItispossiblethatEupraxiaandPraxedaintheirmindsmergedintoonename Then
therewasthereplacementofPraxedatoPraskovya,andonlythenPraskovyacould
be identifiedwithSt ParaskevaTyrnauskayaorParaskeva–Roman(Gudmantas,
2013,pp 203–204) 

Life of Euphrosyne of Polotsk

A  Sapunov (Sapunov, 1888, p  6) was one of the first to draw attention to
the fact that thisplot in theСhroniclehasparallelswith theLifeofEuphrosyne
of Polotsk Alyaksey Melnikau noted that ‘two prologue editions of theLife of
EuphrosyneofPolotskhavebeenpreserved,createdatdifferenttimesbydifferent
authorswhouseddifferent principles of reducing the extended text  In general,
therearefourmoreeditions(intotalsix–A S )oftheLifeofthePolotskPrincess-
nun…’ (Melnìkaǔ, 1994, p  18)  Most of the script copies of theLife are taken
from theBook of Degrees of the Tsarist Genealogy (BDTG) (Melnìkaǔ, 2005,
pp 195–209) 

10 Supposedly:‘HelpLordyourservant,Boris,sonofGinwiloweho–(translator’snote)’.
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WhydoestheLifeofEuphrosyneofPolotskappearintheBookofDegreesofthe
TsaristGenealogy,andwhydoestheabove-mentionedpassageemphasizethatVsyaslav
was the great-grandson of Prince Vladimir Svyatoslavich? There are 145 known
manuscriptsofBDTG,mostofthemwritteninthesecondhalfofthe17thcentury,the
oldest manuscripts are theTomsk and Chudov Manuscripts from the 60s of the 16th
century Theinitiatorof thecreationof theBookofDegreeswas theMetropolitanof
MoscowandAllRussiaMacarius(1482–1563) Oneoftheindirectreasonsforplacing
theLifeofEuphrosyneofPolotsk in theBDTGcouldbe the fact that themotherof
MetropolitanMacariusbecameanununderthisname(Pokrovskij,2007) 

The BDTG has been edited in such a way that the genealogy of Euphrosyne
began with Vladimir Svyatoslavovich: ‘There was in Polotsk Prince Vseslav, the
sonofBryachislav,thegrandsonofIzyaslav,thegreat-grandsonofthegreatandco-
apostolicVladimir ThatVseslavhadmanysons,andhehadayoungersonnamed
Georgy,fromwhomthathappygirlwasborn’(Melnìkaǔ,1994,p 19) Ideologically,
theBookofDegreeswasthe‘mouthpiece’ofthetheory‘Moscow–thethirdRome’,
so, according toA  Melnikav, ‘the person of the Polotsk educator Euphrosyne, the
great-granddaughterofVladimirtheBaptist,tosomeextentcouldjustifytheimperial
ambitionsofMoscowtsars’(Melnikav,1994,p 19) Itispossiblethattheversionsof
theBelarusian–LithuanianChroniclesandtheChronicleofStryjkowskiwereakind
of response to theLifeof St.Euphrosyne, contained in theBookofDegreesof the
TsaristGenealogy,whichhadaclearideologicalcolour IfintheBDTGEuphrosyne
wasmadea‘Moscow’saint,intheChroniclesfromtheterritoryoftheGrandDuchy
ofLithuaniashewas‘baptized’intotheCatholicfaith Inturn,Ukrainianresearcher
MarynaFilipovichbelievesthatthelegendarygenealogyofthePolotskprincesswas
akindofresponsetotheLegendofthePrincesofVladimir(Fìlìpovìč,2014,p 90) 

ThePrincessofPolotskPradslava(sheisconsideredtobethedaughterofPrince
Yuri(Georgy)andBoris’sniece,researchersidentifythemasSvyatoslavorRastislav
andRagvalod,respectively),aftertakingtheveilasanun,tookthenameofEuphrosyne

11 TheLifeofEuphrosyneofPolotsk (ReligiousWritingof theCyrillicTraditionof the11th–15th
Centuries,Minsk2013,p 190) 

12  BookofDegreesoftheTsaristGenealogy(CompleteCollectionofRussianChronicles,vol 21,
part1,Sankt-Peterburg1908,p 207) 

ЖыціеЕўфрасінніПолацкай(Рэлігійнае
пісьменствакірылічнайтрадыцыіХІ–ХV
стст.,Мінск2013,c 190)12 

Книгастепеннаяцарскогородословия
(ПолноеСобраниеРусскихЛетописей 
Vol 21,ч 1,Санкт-Петербург1908,c 207)13 

Бысть князь в Полотсце граде именем
Всеславъ,итъиимяшесынымногы Ибяше
унегосынъименемГеоргий,отнегожеродися
сиблаженнаяотроковица 

БыстькнязьвъПолоцькуименемъВсеславъ,
сынъБрячиславовъ,внукИзяславовъ,правнук
блаженнаго и равноапостолнаго Владимера 
ТойжеВсеславъимяшесынымноги,ибъяше
унегосынъменьшійименемъГеоргій 
Отнегожеродисясіиблаженнаяотроковица 
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inhonourofEuphrosyne–Smaragdus(Emerald)ofAlexandria Then,asyouknow,
shefoundedthewomen’sSaviour’sMonasteryinPolotskandthemen’sBogoroditsk
Monastery,andcopiedbooks,whichwasnotuncommonatthattime 

WereadintheLife:

иначаткнигиписатисвоимарукама,инаемемлющи,требующимъдаяше…Призвавже
епископъкнязяБориса,стрыяея,иотцаеаГеоръгия,ипреподобнуюЕоуфросинию…
Итакопослакоотцусвоему,глаголящим:‘ПустикомнесеструмоюГородиславу,–
такоейбестаимянареклародителя,–данаучится,–рече,–грамоте’…инаречеимя
ейЕвдокия…(Melʹnìkaǔ,1994,p 33) 

Underherinfluence,thathersisterGarislavaandhercousinZvenislava,aswell
as two nieces, also became nuns  ‘Бяша же во граде княжна Борисовна именем
Звенислава  И принесе всю свою оутварь златую и ризы многоценны ко
Еоуфросиниия,иречеей:‘Госпожеисестро!Всякраснаямирасегонивочтоже
ми ся мнит  Сия вся даю Святому Спасу, а сама хощу поклонити главу свою
подоигоХристово Онажеприятъюсродостию,иповелеиереевипострищи
ю,инаречеимяеиЕоупраксия Итаконачастапребывативманастыривъедину
мысльвъмолитвах,яжекБогу Итакобяшевидети,якоединадушавъдвутелесу 
ИпосемблаженнаяЕоуфросиниазаложицерковькаменуСвятагоСпаса,иот
начатъкадоспеза30недель’(Melʹnìkaǔ,1994,p 33) Attheendofherlife,together
withZvenislava–EupraxiaandherbrotherDavid,Euphrosynemadeapilgrimage
throughConstantinopletoJerusalem,whereshedied ShewasburiedintheLavraof
St Theodosius 

Bytheway,thedateofthepilgrimageofSt Euphrosyneisconsideredtobe1173,
butA V Nazarenkobelievesthatthiscanbeargued (Nazarenko,2001,pp 632–633) 
Thefactis,thataccordingtoLife,onthewaytoJerusalem,thePolotskabbessmetthe
ByzantineemperorManuelIComnenus(1143–1180),whowasmarchingagainstthe
Hungarians It isknownthat theByzantine–Hungarianwar,whichbeganin1150,
endedin1167 Thus,thepilgrimageshouldhavetakenplacebeforethisdate,butlater
than1161,whenLazarBogshamadethecross,andEuphrosynewasstillinPolotsk 
(Nazarenko,2001,pp 632–633) 

A NazarenkocomplainsthatthereisnocriticalstudyoftheLifeofEuphrosyneof
Polotsk Butitisimpossibletomakeafull-fledgedcriticalstudywithoutcorrelating
thelegendaryhistoryintheBelarusian-LithuanianСhronicleswithallexistingeditions
oftheLife 

SomeresearchershavesuggestedthatthePolotskperiodinthehistoryofBelarus
in the 11th –13th centuries was falsified (Zaâc, 1997, p  86)13  Yu  Zayats writes:
‘LaterChroniclesandtheChroniclesoftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniacontainmore

13 AlegLatyshonakactuallyagreeswithYu ZayatsinhisbookOdRusinówbiałychdoBiałorusi-
nów.Uzródełbiałoruskiejideinarodowej(2006,pp 266–267) 
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informationabout thehistoryof theBelarusian landsof the10th–13thcenturies than
in the edition of 1446, but those extracted from ancient Russian sources are often
presentedinasignificantlyrevisedanddistortedform’(Zaâc,1997,p 86) Itisquite
logicalthat‘laterChroniclesandChroniclesoftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniacontain
moreinformationaboutthehistoryoftheBelarusianlandsofthe10th–13thcenturies
than in the edition of 1446’  More information may have emerged because certain
socialgroupsbecameinterestedintheirpast,duringtheRenaissance,begantoseek
historicalinformationforself-identification 

ThefactthattheinformationaboutthePolotsklandintheBelarusian-Lithuanian
Chroniclesofthesecondandthirdeditionsisinferiorinquantityandqualitytothe
informationabouttheinitialperiodofformationoftheGDLterritoryisquitenatural:
thesegregationofinformationtookplaceinaccordancewiththeprioritiesofcertain
social circles  It was important for the editors of the second and third editions to
shownotsomuchtheRussianbasisoftheGDL,whichhadalreadybeendoneinthe
firstedition,buttoaddinformationabouttheLithuanianbasis,whichwasanequal
ethnoculturalcomponentofsociety,andinpoliticalandreligiousrelationsinthe15th–
early16thcenturiescameoutontop;buthasnotyetbeenrepresentedinthehistorical
discourse within the country  It should be remembered that all three chronicles
continuedtocoexistintheculturalspaceandinfluencethehistoricalconsciousnessof
theGDLpopulation 

BorisFloryanotedthatinthesecondeditionoftheChronicle‘thereisamemory
that at a certain historical moment the dynasty of princes who ruled in Polotsk
was interrupted, and the city became an independent Republic  Probably, as such
aRepublic,PolotsknegotiatedwiththerulersoftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniaonthe
conditionoftransitiontotheirrule,butinformationaboutthisintheofficialСhronicle
oftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniahasnotbeenpreserved Intherelativelyshortstory
ChroniclesoftheGrandDukesofLithuania(thebasisofthesecondChronicle)about
ancient Polotsk, the order in Novgorod and Pskov is mentioned twice, so that the
readercouldunderstand the featuresof thepolitical systemofPolotsk Apparently,
inthefirstdecadesofthe16thcenturytheperceptionsofthepopulationoftheGrand
DuchyofLithuania,NovgorodandPskovactasakindofmodelofanurbanRepublic’
(Florâ,1995,pp 110–116) 

ThemessageaboutPolotskinthesecondChroniclehasthecharacterofaseparate
story  As M M  Ulashchik noted, the compiler of Chronicles usually ended the
inserts,borrowedfromothersources,withthis‘възвратимсявоспак(let’sgoback)’ 
HefirstcalledthispassageTheTaleofPolotsk(Ulaščik,1980,p 163) Theabove-
mentioned excerpts from the second Chronicle differ in insignificant details: first,
in the secondeditionMingaila is considered tobe the sonofSkirmunt, and in the
third edition (BykhavetsChronicle) –ofErdzivil Mingaila’s sonGinvil, according
to thesecondedition, tooktheChristiannameBoris,accordingto the third–Yury 
Next,theBykhavetsChronicleaddstwogenerationstothegenealogyadoptedinthe
secondeditionoftheChronicle BoristurnsouttobethesonofYury,notMingaila;
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andbuildsthecityofBorisovontheBerezina HehadasonRagvalod,‘thefamous
Vasily’ ThelatteristhefatherofGlebandPraskovia(possiblyEuphrosyne) B Florya
remarked:‘ThementionedprincescanbeidentifiedwithVseslavPolotsky’ssonBoris,
whodiedin1129,Vasily–Rogvolod,whosatatthePolotsktableinthe50sand60s
ofthe12thcentury(lastmentionedin1171)andthesonofVasily–Rogvolod,Gleb
(mentionedintheIpatievChronicleunder1180)(Florâ,1995,p 112) 

IntheexampleofthestoryaboutSt Paraskia–Euphrosyneitispossibletoshow
howthemechanismsofformationofculturalmemoryworked Themechanismscould
be institutionalized and non-institutionalized  The first includes centres of power,
culture,religion,education Thesecondincludescommunicativememory,mainlyoral
history Itisclearthatinthe16thcenturyinstitutionalizedmechanismsoftransmission
ofhistoricalmemorybecamemoreimportantincomparisonwithspontaneousforms
ofcommunicativememory Socialgroupsthatunderstoodtheirimportanceandused
thesemechanismsfoundthemselvesinabetterposition Thosewhounderestimated
themselvesnot only laggedbehind in their development, but coulddisappear from
historyaltogether 

In the 15th century, the historical discourse of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
wasrepresentedbynumerouschroniclesnotonlyoflocalorigin Thelibrariansand
intellectualsofthattimeactivelyusedchroniclesfromNovgorod,Pskov,Volyn,Kiev
andotherOrthodox territoriesandcentres,butalso fromthespaceof theso-called
SlaviaOrthodoxaascloseinspiritandcontent(thisisclearlyseeninthefirstedition
ofChronicle) ItisnecessarytorememberthatthemostfamousChronicle,theoriginal
fromthe landsof theGrandDuchyofLithuania,andwhich isnot indoubtamong
modernresearchers(Tločko2005,pp 62–85),istheRadziwillChronicle 

It should be emphasized that the creators of the chronicles were clergymen,
in contrast to the laity (secular persons) (Èksle, 2007a, pp  319-330)  It was in
medievalspiritualcirclesthatthememorialtradition–memoria–aformofliturgical
remembranceofthelivingandthedeadandatthesametimeits‘writtensubstratum’
wasborn(Èksle,2007b,p 234) Thisisevidencedbythe‘memoriallists’onthewalls
oftheSaviour–EuphrosyneChurchand,probably,theSophiaSynod,amonument
‘подушахъкнязейПолоцькихъ (to the soulsof thePolotskprinces)’ (Galubovìč,
2014,pp 7–17) 

Sowhat is theabove-mentioned listofPolotskprinces fromMingaila toGleb,
ifnotamedievalmemoria?Atthebeginningofthe16thcenturythefirstattemptwas
made to organize communicative memory and transform it into cultural memory 
Hencetheconfusionwiththenames,which,however,canbeexplainedbythedesire
oftheauthoroftheBykhavetsChronicletobemoreprecise:knowingapproximately
from other Russian sources the chronology, and perhaps theLife ofEuphrosyne of
Polotsk,hebeganto‘putinorder’allknownsources14 

14 ThiswasnoticedbyD AleksandrovandD Valadzikhin (Alexandrov,1994,p 22) 
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Bytheway,he(thehypotheticalauthorofXB)usedasimilartechniqueinthecase
ofthelegendaryLithuanianprinces,thedescendantsofPalemon,whomhethought
weretoofewtofilltheperiodfromPalemontoMindaugas Thenhechangedthedate
andreasonforPalemon’sescapefromRome:insteadofthebeginningofthe1stcentury
ADfromNeron,thedate401fromAttilaappeared(Ulaščik,1980,p 145) Thefirst
editionofthepopularhistoryofAttilatranslatedbyCyprianBasilin1574turnedout
tobeveryrelevanthere(HistoriasprawAtylekrolawęgierskiegozłacińskiegojęzyka
napolskiprzełożonaprzezCyprianaBazylika,1574)15.

Atthebeginningofthe16thcentury,incomparisonwiththepreviousperiod,the
GrandDuchyofLithuaniaexperiencedarealincreaseinhistoricalwriting Inaddition
to the local chronicles, aswell asnumerouschronicles fromNovgorod,Pskovand
otherEastSlaviccentres,LatinandPolish languageworkswritten in theKingdom
ofPoland andEuropean countriesweregainingpopularity Theybecomeavailable
tolocalreadersduetotheimprovementoftheeducationalsystemandtheexpansion
ofthenetworkofCatholicschools Asyouknow,bytheendofthe15thcentury,in
1498,amonasteryoftheOrderofBernardines,orFranciscanObservants,appeared
inPolotsk(thestatusofaseparateorderwasgiventothembyPopeLeonXin1517) 
Thereformeroftheorder,BernardineofSiena(1380–1444),encouragedmembersof
hismonasticcommunitytoengageintreasuryandeducation(Mirecka,1996,pp 48–
49) Forthispurpose,theBernardinesorganizedaschoolinPolotsk,whereFrancysk
Skarynaprobablystudied ThePolishprovincialoftheOrder,WladyslawofGelniow,
was a well-known poet, public and religious figure, and the first guardian of the
monasteryinPolotsk LeonofLancut,whoserveduntil1512(Galenčanka,1993,pp 
87–88),alsohadprogressiveviewsoneducationofthelocalpopulation(Semânčuk,
2007,p 237) Themonasteryexisteduntil1563,when,asMaciejStryjkowskiwrites,
it was captured and destroyed by Ivan theTerrible’s troops on February 15, 1563:
‘татары манахаў бернардынаў пасяклі, жыдоў таксама ўсіх у Дзвіне патапілі,
аваяводуПолацкагаДавойнузжонкайіЎладыку,іпанаЯнаГлябовіча,ваяводзіча
Віленскага,Няміравічаў,Есманаў,Корсакаўішматшляхтызацнай,таксамаусіх
мяшчанаўполацкіхзвялікіхскарбаўабрабаваных…давязьніцыўзялііўМаскву
потымякжыдоўуВавілонзавялі’(Stryjkowski,1846,pp 413–414)16 

But we are primarily interested in the attitude of the Bernardines to the issue
of rebaptizing the local population  They carried out their pastoral activities in
apredominantlyOrthodoxenvironment Todo this effectively, theBernardinesdid
not require theconversionofEasternRitebelievers toCatholicism Theywerenot
supportedbytheCatholicclergyoftheKingdomofPoland,andtheywerenotwidely

15 HistoryofAttilaoftheHungarianKingfromLatintoPolishTranslatedbyCyprianBasil,1574 
16 ‘TatarsslaughteredtheBernardinemonks,theJewsweredrownedintheDvina;Theyalsorobbed

fromthegreattreasuresthePolotskVoivodeDavojnawithhiswifeandVladyka(Bishop–trans-
lator’snote),andJanGlebovich,VoivodeofWilno,thefamiliesofNemirovich,Esman,Korsakov
andmanynoblesandallthePolotskburghers…;andtheytookthemtoprisonandthentheywere
broughttoMoscowasJewstoBabylon’(Stryjkowski,1846,pp 413–414) 
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understoodintheGDL However,suchatolerantpositionoftheBernardineOrderto
thetraditionsandcultureofthelocalpopulation,obviously,hadsupportersamongthe
populationitself 

AmongthePolotskBernardinesorclosecircles,thestoryofEuphrosyneofPolotsk
couldbetransformedintothestoryofthedaughterofBoris-Ginvil,Paraskovy,from
thesecondeditionoftheChronicleorRagvalod–VasilyfromXB(Sapunov,1888;
Łatyszonek,1996,p 273),wholeftforRome,whereshebecameknownasSt Praxeda
(Praskovya) MarynaFilipovichbelievesthat‘itislogicaltoassume…thattheauthor
ofTheTale(aboutPolotsk–A S )usedashissourcenottheLifeofSt.Euphrosyneof
Polotsk,butaready-madelegendaboutSt Paraskeva’(Fìlìpovìč,2014,p 101) 

None of the previous researchers considered this story hermeneutically, only
M Tikhomirov noted that Euphrosyne could be confused with Eupraxia-Adelheid,
the wife of Emperor Henry IV, associated with Rome (Tihomirov, 1956, p  365,
note4) SomeseeinthisconfusionadesiretoerasethenameoftheOrthodoxSaint
Euphrosynefromthememoryofthedescendants However,ifthiswerethecase,this
passagewouldsimplynotbeintheChronicle ButitisinbothXBandStryjkowski’s
Chronicle,which, inouropinion, testifies to theexistenceofastrong tradition,but
transformedbycertaincirclesfortheirownneeds 

Let’slookatStryjkowski’sopinion Hehonestlysearchedfortheinformationabout
Euphrosyneinvarioussources InthemarginsofhisChronicle,itispossibletoread:
Ateżsiętodziałoroku140odChristusazaAntonina13cessarzaPiusarzeczonegoiza
papieżaPiussa10,aPołockowtenczasniewiemjeślibyłojeszcze,oczymVolateranus
inAnthropologialib 18etc EtCarionlib 3ect (Stryjkowski,1846,pp 242–243) 

Thus,attheendofthe16thcentury,whenStryjkowskiwrotehisChronicle,only
thelegendofPraskovya(Proxeda)remained MaciejStryjkowski,apparently,really
couldnotfindtheLifeofSt Euphrosyne,althoughresearchersstatethatitwaswritten
at the endof the12th century  (Melnìkaǔ,1994,p  459;Nazarenko,2001,pp 575,
632–633,638) However, it isnoted that ‘written in the late12thcentury, thisstory
hasonlybeenpreservedintheadaptationsofthe16th–18thcenturies’(Melnik,1994,
p 459) ThereisnoinformationaboutEuphrosyneofPolotskintheKyiv-Pechersk
Paterik17,appropriaterecordsshouldhavebeenmadeafterthetransferofherremains
fromJerusalem(Olševskaâ,1999) TheconclusionisthatthemanuscriptsoftheLife
ofSt Euphrosyne(andtherearemorethan130ofthem!)areofaratherlateorigin
(Voronova,1987,pp 147–148),and,indeed,MaciejStryjkowskimightnothaveknown
aboutthem ThetraditionofhonouringEuphrosyneofPolotskcouldberestoredonly
attheendofthe16thcentury18–whenIvantheTerriblereturnedtoPolotskthefamous
crossofLazarusBogsha 

17 Paterik–‘collectionofstoriesaboutthelifeofmonksandthehistoryoftheKiev-PecherskLavra’
–translator’snote 

18 A Mayorov insists that ‘hercanonization tookplaceat theCouncilof1547’ (Majorov,2011,
p 322),whileA Melnikovnotedthat‘theofficialcanonizationofEuphrosyneofPolotsknever
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AlyakseiMelnikau,aBelarusianresearcheroftheLifeofEuphrosyneofPolotsk,
cametotheconclusionthat:

thelegendofParaskevaofPolotskwasbasedonrealfactsfromthelifeofthedaughterof
PolotskPrinceRagvalod–BorisVseslavich,sisterofGlebofPolotsk–[…]Zvenislava–
EupraxiaofPolotsk,thecousinofEuphrosyneofPolotsk,whowasalsoreveredasthesaint
patronessofthePolotskregion…SheactuallymadeapilgrimagetotheHolyLand–not
toRome,astheCatholicauthorwrites,buttoConstantinople…andJerusalem(Melnìkaǔ,
2005,p 110) 

However,thisfactdoesnotchangethesituationwithEuphrosyneofPolotskinthe
early16thcentury,thehistoricalmemoryofwhichwasalmostnotpreserved,andeither
CatholiccirclesorOrthodoxsupportersoftheFlorentineUnion(ArchbishopJoseph),
suchasthePolotskBernards,whocouldthusfind‘Catholic’traditionsinPolotskinthe
12thcentury,wouldbeinterestedinthejourneyofParaskeva–EuphrosynetoRome
insteadofJerusalemandtheconstructionofachurchinherhonourinRome 

From1513to1519theVoivodeofPolotskwasAlbrechtGashtold(?–1539),who
isconsideredtobetheinitiatorofthefirstStatuteoftheGrandDuchyofLithuaniain
1529,aswellasthesecondeditionoftheChroniclewithalegendabouttheRoman
originoftheLithuaniannobility OnJuly29,1518,hedefeatedthetroopsofVasilyIII
nearPolotsk(Pazdnâkoǔ,2007,p 517) Theenergeticactivityofthismanleftitsmark
onmanyspheresofthepublicandpoliticallifeoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania The
factthattheideaofcreatingthesecondeditionoftheChronicleoftheGrandDuchy
ofLithuaniacamefromaCatholicenvironmentdoesnotseemtobedisputedbyany
researchers However,itwouldbeprimitiveandtooeasytofindinthemanuscriptsof
thiseditionexclusivelyCatholicinfluences Itisenoughtorecallthewordsfromthe
ChronicleoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania:‘ипоиметКгинвилъдочкуоувеликого
князяТверьскогоБорисаименемМарью,длякотороежъокристилсявРоуску
веру’(SpisokgrafaKrasinskogo,2008,p 23) 19

WhatcananalreadymentionedphrasefromtheChronicleof theGrandDukes
of Lithuania– ‘и поможе Богъ великомоу князю Мингкаилоу и побил моужов
Полочанъ на головоу… и город Полтескъ возмет и остал великим княземъ
Полоцким’20– testify tobesides its specifichistorical significance?As itwassaid,
researchershavedifferentopinionsabouttherealityofPrinceMingaila’spersonality,
however,hisappearanceinthesecondeditionbroughtthepersonalityofthePolotsk
princetothehorizonofhistoricalmemorynotonlyofthePolotskPrincipalitybutalso

tookplaceevenattheMakaryevCouncilsof1547and1549’ (Melnìkaǔ,2005,p 103) 
19 ‘andKginvilmarriedthedaughteroftheGrandPrinceofTverBorisnamedMaria,forwhomhe

wasbaptizedintheRussianfaith’(CountKrasinskiManuscript,2008,p 23) 
20 ‘andGodhelpedtheGrandDukeMingkailouandbeatthePolotskpeopleonthehead…andhe

tookthecityofPolteskandremainedtheGrandDukeofPolotsk’ 
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oftheGrandDuchyofLithuania Theemphasisonthefreedomsandlibertiesofthe
‘мужоўПалачанаў,якіявечамсправаваліся’21alsotestifiesinfavourofthefactthat
atthebeginningofthe16thcenturytherewerepublicforcesinterestedinmaintaining
thememoryof the specialhistoryof thePolotskPrincipality  In itsownway, as it
couldbemoreclearlyunderstoodinthe16thcentury Onlytheirowncultofsaintswas
lacking,andtheOrthodox,CatholicorUniateoneshadnotyetbeendecided 

Thus,inTheTaleofPolotskanattemptismadetoemphasizeitsspecialsignificance:
‘осталвеликимкняземъПолоцким’22 AtthecourtofthePolotskVoivodeGashtold,
these ideas seem to have been very popular  In this tale, there is also a desire to
integratethehistoryofPolotsk,aswellasthehistoryoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania
as a whole into European history (the story of Euphrosyne – Praskovia – Praxeda
wasalsotoservethesepurposes) Itisnoteworthythatin1501,PopeAlexanderVI,
throughtheenvoyErasmusVitellius(Ciolek),transferredtoVilniustherelicsofSaints
Praxeda(‘head’)andPudentiana(‘forearm’) Praxeda’sheadhassincebeenkeptinthe
VilniusCathedral(Gudmantas,2013,p 207) Itisalsointerestingthatwhen,in1518
theprocessofbeatificationofKingCasimir,thesonofCasimirJagiellonianwasbegun
ontheinitiativeofBishopofVilniusWojciechRadziwillandtheOrderofBernardines,
itwasthewonderfulpatronageofthefutureSaintthatsavedPolotskinthebattlewith
Moscowin1518(Lipnicki,1907;Sarbiewski,1892,pp 537–538) 

The fact, that such influential feudal republics as Pskov and Novgorod were
subordinated to thepowerof theGreatLithuanianDukes,givessignificanceof the
Polotskland IntheLithuaniaandZhmoitChronicle,thisfactisconnectedwiththe
activityofthesamelegendaryPolotskPrinceRagvalod–Vasily,whoallegedlywaged
a long war with Pskov, as a result of which Pskov became dependent on Polotsk
(‘псковяндолгоювойноюпримусилдоголду’23(HronikaLitovskaâiŽmojtskaâ,
1975,p 23) 

Ingeneral, it isnecessary to conclude that the societyof theGDL in the early
16th centurywas apoorly integrated community,which, according to the theoryof
RiccardoPicchio,canbeattributedtotheenvironmentofSlaviaorthodoxaandSlavia
romana TheliteratureofSlaviaorthodoxawasbuiltnotonagenrebasis,butonthe
principleofimitationofpatternsandmodels,aswellasoncertain‘rulesofthegame’ 
Aslongasthe‘rulesofthegame’satisfythebasiccharacteristiccriteriaoftheliterary
system, it remains strong and independent  When the ‘rules of the game’ change
significantly…–sothatthosepreviousrelationshipsarebroken,theliterarysystem
losesitsindividuality,transformsordisintegrates(Pikkio,2003,p 8) Attheturnof
the15thand16thcenturiesintheGDLthereisachangeinthe‘rulesofthegame’(read
–paradigms),whensocietygraduallydriftsfromthespaceofSlaviaOrthodoxatothe
spaceofSlaviaRomana Thefinalcoincidenceofthesetwoareasinourmentalspace

21 ‘Polotskpeople,whoweregovernedbyveche’ 
22 ‘hasbecometheGrandDukeofPolotsk’ 
23 ‘Pskovwasforcedtostarvebyalongwar’ 
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hasnotoccurred,butitclearlyseepsthrough,includingtheexampleoftheinclusion
ofhistoricalmemoryoftraditionallyOrthodoxterritoriesoftheformerPolotsklandin
theculturalmemoryoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania 

ToalltheaboveIwouldliketoaddthattheso-calledfirsteditionoftheBelarusian-
Lithuanian chronicles, compiled in the30sof the15th century, functioneduntil the
beginningofthe16thcentury,integratingthecollectivememory(MauriceHalbwachs)
oftheOrthodoxeliteoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania(asignificantpartofwhichwere
thedescendantsofGediminasandAlgirdas) Itwasreplacedatthebeginningofthe
16thcenturybythesecondedition,inwhichwefindalegendabouttheRomanoriginof
theLithuaniannobility,andthenTheTaleofPolotsk Theselegendarystoriesappeared
atatimewhenthepoliticaleliteoftheGrandDuchyofLithuanianeededtomarkits
placebetween its easternneighbour, theGrandDuchyofMoscow, and itswestern
neighbour,theKingdomofPoland Inthem,theLithuanianelementwasnotopposed
totheso-calledRussian,aspreviouslystated IftheethnicallyLithuanianaristocrats
Gashtolds and their clients, such as, for example,VentseslavMikalajevich (Michal
Litvin),wantedtoopposethemselves–theLithuanians–toRussiancitizensofthe
GDL(RussianLithuanians), theywouldhavedoneit,first, inLithuanian,secondly,
using their ‘imagesofmemory’(JanAssmann),and thirdly, incompletelydifferent
literary genres and forms, in fact, as Mažvidas did when publishing his catechism
inKönigsberg However,GashtoldcreatedneweditionsofChroniclesintheofficial
languageoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania,wantingittobeunderstoodandheardby
allsocialgroupsoftheGrandDuchyofLithuania 

As Otto Gerhard Oexle noted, cultural memory is not the prerogative of units
but organized institutions: religious communities, citizens, centres of power, etc ,
whichconsciously‘createhistory’,oftenfarfromrealevents,butservingtheircurrent
interests Thiscreatesa‘communityofmemory’(PierreNara),characteristicofeach
social group Therefore, it is very difficult to combine historical information about
Polotsk,whichcomesfromdifferentsourcesandwasintendedfordifferentaudiences 

It is unlikely that we will fully understand how the second edition of the
ChroniclereplacedEuphrosyneofPolotskwithParaskeva–Praxeda(thisconfusion
was repeated by Maciej Stryjkowski)  But we can tell who benefited from making
OrthodoxEuphrosynefirstParascoviaandthenCatholicPraxeda Suchamodelcould
beconstructedby theBernardines,whosechurchappeared inPolotskat theendof
the15th century,known for their cultural andeducationalactivities Facedwith the
livingcollectivememoryof thePolotskPrincipality, they(orpeoplecloseto them)
recordeditinthespiritofthetime,givingtheappearanceofhistoricalmemory Also,
thefirstLithuanianprincesontheterritoryofPolotskland–thelegendaryMingaila
andhissonGinvil–arenothingbutanexampleofthetransitionofcommunicative
memoryintoculturalmemory TheoxidentalizationoftheGDLsociety,theideasof
theFlorentineUnion,popularamong the rulingeliteat that time,could lead to the
creationofahybridsuchasSt Paraskeva TheSaintconvertedtoCatholicism,but
herbrotherdiedwhileremainingOrthodox IntheChronicle,the‘Romanfaith’and
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Orthodoxydonotcomeintoconflict NeitherdoestheOrthodoxcomeintoconflict
withtheCatholicsintheGDL ItshouldalsobenotedthatthestoryofSt Euphrosyne
–Paraskeva–PraxedacanbeconsideredasacontinuationoftheRomanlegendabout
theoriginoftheLithuaniannobility 

 Ingeneral,Oexle calledChristianity the ‘religionofmemory’, soChristianity
undoubtedlytakesprecedenceoverculturalmemory Moreover,noliturgicalmoments
penetratedintosecularwrittenandbookculture,butonthecontrary–secularmotives,
exempla,etc begantobeintroducedintoliturgical,patristic,theologicaltexts Sothe
imageof theOrthodoxPolotskPrincessof the12th centurybecameverynecessary
in the early 16th century, but in a short time it was transformed into the image of
CatholicPraxeda Bytheway,thisnamewasverycommonamongBelarusianwomen
inthe18th–mid-19thcentury,asevidencedbythemetricbooksofUniateandCatholic
Churches 

TranslatedintoEnglishbyMarharytaSvirydava
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