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AT THE LIDO — VENICE
Grand Bathing Establishment

The Bathing Establishment at the Lido is one of
the most famous in Europe.

Steamers cross from Venice in about twelve minutes,
starting every quarter of an hour, and passing over one
of the most pleasing portions of the Lagoon.

The island of the Lido has splendid vegetation and has
a magnificent view of the Adriatic. All the conveniences
of life are to be found at moderate prices. Chalets for
families, and furnished rooms for single individuals, can
be secured by telegram or letter.

In the Establishment — which is the only one on the
Sea — there is a vast Saloon for concerts, lounging, or
refreshment.

The great covered terrace facing the sea is one of

the great attractions for travellers.

GRAND BATHING ESTABLISHMENT
AT THE LIDO — VENICE
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ORIGIN OF THE CAMORRA.

alled the Camorra;an association the scope
which is to draw all foreign visitors
into its clutches for the purpose ofspoliation. Italy
was for ages considered the especial home of bri-
gandage, and travellers' stories used to abound in
thrilling accounts of captures, escapes, sufferings
or ransoms. Of course strangers were the princi-
pal victims, and for two chief reasons; firstly: —
because being able to afford the expense of travel
in those days they were reasonably supposed to be
rich ; secondly: — because, being foreigners they
were not likely to find friends among the autho-
rities, and so provoke a reaction against their
captors.

The progress of civilization, and, still more,
the unification of Italy under a constitutional go-
vernment, has rendered necessary the more or less
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complete suppression of brigandage accompanied
by personal violence; but the love of gain without
labour, the charms of the dolce far niente, the con-
viction that all travellers must be rich — or they
would not travel — and the ineradicable impres-
sion that foreigners are fair game for plunder,
remain as firmly rooted as ever, and quite undisturb-
ed by the march of a much-vaunted civilta.
Seeing then that the old means of personal
violence were no longer available; that the concourse
of foreigners was ever on the increase; and that these
continued to spend large sums of money in pur-
chasing the artistic products for which the country
is famous, — the immoral desire for an unjust
gain found its natural sphere of action in the or-
dinary channels of commercial enterprise. Like the
brigands of former times the modern conspirators
have been and are in a decided minority among the
mercantile classes of the population, and their
designs had small chance of success so long as
there existed that free competition which is the
life-blood of genuine business in all countries where
true economic principles are understood and acted
upon. So long as customers were free to go where
they found the best treatment, the lowest prices,
the most perfect goods, there was little fear of
continued fraud, of very extravagant profits, and
all those petty knaveries which mark the immoral
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business transactions of today; and therefore the
first aim of the conspirators was necessarily the sup-
pression of competition, in order to gather all
business into their own hands. Add to this the
tendency, indisputably marking Southern nations,
to wait for business to come voluntarily or be
brought to the dealer by other persons, instead of
the dealer energetically going in search of business
and himself creating a demand for his wares, —
and we have the two leading principles of the in-
stitution now known as the Camorra.

The chief if not the only practical methods
for suppressing competition in trade are: — the
bribing of rivals to withold their competition in
consideration of a compensation to be agreed upon;
and: — the impeding of access on the part of pro-
bable purchasers to any establishments not belong-
ing to the conspirators.

The former of these methods must usually be
of a limited application, for obvious economic rea-
sons; though it has been adopted on a considera-
ble scale during the last few years by one of the
most prominent Venetian manufacturers, thereby
enabling him to secure an almost absolute mono-
poly in his particular branch of industry, to the
evident disadvantage of purchasers, who are thus
compelled to supply the extravagant profits which
he exacts, and are the more easily beguiled by the
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« fixed prices » which he is able to put upon his
goods, and to vaunt as a proof of unquestionable
honesty.

The latter of the methods above mentioned,
less expensive and equally effective, even if more
troublesome in practice, is carried out by means
of an agreement between the conspiring dealers or
shopkeepers on the one hand, and those persons
with whom the foreign traveller is especially brought
into contact — for advice, assistance, or service —
on the other hand. These of course consist princi-
pally of the Proprietors, Managers, Porters and
other servants in the Hotels ; the recognized Guides
or Interpreters; the touts, messengers, porters, or
valets-de-place; and the Gondoliers and boatmen,
who here in Venice entirely take the place occu-
pied by cabmen and coachmen in other cities. This
agreement consists in a promise and undertaking
on the part of these individuals to recommend,
and conduct visitors to, only the shops or establish-
ments of the conspirators; in return for which
conduct the said conspirators promise and engage
to pay to each and every individual who shall in any
way render assistance towards the procuring of busi-
ness a considerable percentage upon the amount
spent by purchasers. So far the arrangement only
bears the aspect of a simple commercial agreement
such as those which are tacitly recognized every




where; but this by itself would not necessarily
suffice to entirely suppress competition, for the or-
dinary means of publicity would yet remain open
to all rivals, and buyers could still go where they
pleased. Thus arose the necessity for other means
being taken by each of the parties to the contract,
namely: — on the part of the conspiring agents.
or touts, a system of persistent denunciation and
discrediting of all firms not forming part of the
conspiracy ; deliberate false statements with regard
to character, business, address, goods, prices, and
what not; and often a positive refusal to conduct or
accompany visitors to these establishments. Then on
the part of the conspiring tradesmen : — a system of
bribing on a large scale regardless of business
actually done ; loans of considerable sums of
money which need never be repaid; presents of
money, jewellery, or other articles; payments at a li-
beral rate for merely taking visitors to their shops
whether purchases were made or not; and even
constant heavy wages or retaining-fees to touts
and guides ; besides wholesale and almost indiscri-
minate « tips », « drinks »,and « treating », while
members of the legal profession were to be seen
publicly « hobnobbing » in drink-shops with men
belonging to the lowest classes in order to secure
their co-operation.

As may be imagined, these extraordinary
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expenses could not be sustained out of the ordinary
and legitimate profits even of large transactions,
and in consequence a still further step became
necessary, this time on the part of the conspiring
dealers only. This step consisted in the exacting
of enormous and therefore dishonest prices, a pro-
ceeding only rendered possible by the absence of
competition ; the substitution of inferior goods and
materials; and, in fact, the establishment of a
system of swindling and dishonesty which is
probably without a parallel in the annals of com-
mercial enterprise. This organization in its complete
development is known as the Camorra.

It is impossible to fix any exact date for the
commencement of a system which, as we have
shewn, has been of gradual growth, one phase suc-
ceeding another as required or suggested by the
exigencies of the conspiracy, but it was distinctly
recognized about twenty jyears ago, and attention
was called to the fact of its existence, when, on
the dissolution of a certain firm owing to the death
of the principal partner, it was found that the out-
standing accounts included an amount of some
20,000 francs which had been loaned to various
guides, and which of course was never repaid.

The latter period, which has seen the establish-
ment of wholesale swindling. the selling of cop-
per for gold, the spedition of objects inferior
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in size and value to those bought and paid for,
may be said to date from about ten years ago,
when a few unprincipled speculators — some of
whom are even said to have previously made the
acquaintance of prison cells for dishonesty and
forgery — plunged into the trade in Venetian
specialities; and by means of the bribes, com-
missions, loans, and presents which they lavished,
a number of ignorant and unscrupulous men of the
lower classes became rich in a very short space of
time, passing upward from one position to another,
till it is a notorious fact that a porter in one of
the principal hotels, in league with the Camorra,
was last year able to lend 80,000 francs to the
proprietors of the hotel,and has himselfsince become
part proprietor of the same. 1t has also been stated on
very high authority that during last year alone one
of the touts on the Piazza, whose name is known,.
obtained in commissions, retaining fees and per-
quisites a sum of more than 20,000 francs, all of
which was of course, filched from the pockets of
unsuspecting foreigners by means of the camorra.
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ACTION OF THE CAMORRA.

E PLAN of action followed by the
amorra may be briefly outlined as fol.
a Jg \ﬁ. ows :

=888  During the visitors' season some of the
:largest firms employ a smart, well-dressed, represent-
ative, speaking one or more foreign languages, to
travel up and down that part of the railway nearest
Venice, for the purpose of getting into conversation
with travellers approaching the city for the first
time, and introducing the subject of Venetian
art-manufacture. This individual of course carefully
hides his real character; often pretending to be
a tourist himself, but one who knows the city well,
and with every appearance of genuine disinterest-
edness he proffers information likely to interest
a traveller. It is easy to draw attention to the once
famous manufacture of glassware and mosaic, and
as, in the expressive words of the Venetian proverb,
aevery psalm finishes with a Gloria,» so the
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pretended tourist concludes by a recommendation
of some particular firm or factory as being the
most trustworthy, the most reasonable in its charges,
and so on. Occasionally this agent or one of his
companions takes his place at the rable d’ hite of
the Hotel, to continue and complete the work thus
begun. Sometimes pretending to be a leisured re-
sident of Venice he offers to escort his new acquain-
tances among the sights of the city, and he may
be seen accompanying these unsuspecting vicrims
to the Accademia, the Ducal Palace, or to S. Mark's,
and discoursing with glib assurance of the objects
« f interest therein contained, not omitting the sug-
gestion of a visit to the glass furnaces of Murano,
or the showrooms of some mosaic worker in the
city; while in return for his kind attentions he is
entertained at the Hotel as a benefactor and friend.

In more ordinary cases a foreigner arrives at
the Hotel and has hardly taken his room when
a servant puts into his hands the business card of
one or other of the camorristi with glowing eulo-
gies of that firm’s honesty and fair-dealing, the
lowness of 1ts prices, and even — as if it were
a recommendation — the monopoly it is said to
enjoy in certain branches of art production. De-
scending to the Hall, the Manager and Porter pre-
sent similar indications. If an appeal be made to
the Proprietor for his opinion the answer is always
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in substance the same. « The only respectable
house. » Next morning a servant knocks at the
visitor's door. — « A gentleman wishes to see you. »
« A representative of the favoured firm is waiting to
conduct you to their establishment. » If a guide be
employed the conversation is always turned to the
subject of specialities and manufactures, glass works,
show rooms, mosaic, and so forth. The route is sure
to be chosen so as to lead past some camorristic
place of business, and the opportunity for a visit
insisted on. If the visitor enquires for the firms
whose names have long been an honour to Ve-
netian art he is told that they are no longer in
business, that they have become bankrupt, that
they are in prison for some dishonest action, that
in fact they are dead,and that there is no use in
thinking about them any more. Sometimes the
foreigner is unconvinced and insists upon finding
out the shop of a certain dealer. The resources of
the camorristi are not exhausted. He is taken to a
place where the name of the dealer he is seeking
is openly exposed, though that individual has no
manner of connection with the business carried on
in his name. This has happened especially in con-
nection with Dr. Salviati whose name is well-known
all over Europe, and who is often enquired for. Gon-
doliers usually say that he is dead, though forturately
there is no foundation for the statement.
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Perhaps the visitor, trusting to Murray or
Baedeker , prefers to wander alone around the
Piazza. At the doors of S. Mark's he is assailed by
loafing idlers who follow him into the church and
in spite of protests and refusals begin a description
of the mosaics. In sheer weariness and disgust he
yields and pays the fee exacted in order to be rid
of the nuisance. It is not yet at an end though,
for the tout having sought to arouse an interest
in the mosaics insinuates that hard by there is a
factory where such things are made. It is now
eleven o'clock. The factory closes at noon. There
1s just time to visit it] Will not the traveller go?
For two pence the tout is willing to shew him all
the mysteries of the craft. No other expense. Free
entrance. No obligation to buy anything. He yields.
He is taken to a miserable sham factory where he is
pestered and worried into buying, for perhaps 3
francs some trifle only worth a third of that price.
He pays the tout two pence; he is bothered for a
« drink » or a cigar in addition. The tout reccives
from the shopkeeper a franc or more as a com-
mission, and returns to pester other travellers.

Under the Procuratie, that favourite lounge of
all travellers in times gone by — alas! favourite
no longer now — there is a regularly organised
system of accalapiatori, «catchers, » belonging to
three or four firms which possess far more than

- |
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that number of shops. These « catchers » start out
of their hiding places at the first sight of a foreigner;
attach themselves like lceches and give him no
peace till he yields to their suggestion to visit the
« Great manufactory of glass and mosaic; more than
a hundred workmen constantly employed; the only
one in Venice;» and a score of other equally false
pretensions. « It would be advisable to go to day, for
the factory is now open, and it can only be visited
on one day in a week.» Or, « the factory closes at
two o’clock it is now noon, there is just time. The
tout pulls from his pocket a bit of gilt glass as a
specimen, or some trifling article of mosaic work,
and generally succeeds in deluding his victim. Ar-
rived in the saloons of the camorristic firm the
visitor soon discovers that the factory is a mere
sham ; but the practised rhetoric of the salesmen
induces him to look round the show rooms, and
he is pestered into buying something. Of course
upon his expenditure the tout gets a heavy com-
mission ; but these men are paid regular weekly
wages and often succeed in leading — or mislead-
ing — twenty or thirty families a day into the clutch-
es of the shopkeepers. They have a whole system
of signs known among themselves, and pass on
information from one to the other round the Piaz-
za when a foreigner is sighted, so that it is quite
impossible to escape their annoying attentions.



_19_

Disgusted with the streets, the visitor gets into
a gondola and indicates his wish to be taken to some
distant church. He has not gone far when his at-
tention is called to some flaming signboard of a
« manufactory » or antiquity store. He does not
wish to go there, and he says so, as plainly as his
imperfect knowledge of the language will let him,
but his protests are useless. The gondola approaches
the doorway; and there appears a suave-mannered
shopman who will escort him round the establish-
ment. Entrée Libre; no obligation to buy. He
yields. The gondolier receives a (ranc or more and
settles himself for a half hour's smoke. The half
hour is wasted; the visitor is induced to buy, say
a gold scarf pin, at a high price. The gondolier
receives a commission on the sale ; and after having
left Venice the traveller finds that the pin is of
copper gilt.

Not many weeks ago two English ladies who
were staying on a visit to some friends here got
into a gondola and ordered the gondolier to
conduct them to the show-rooms of the Venice
and Murano Glass Company. They were taken
instead to Testolini's establishment, and the gon-
dolier could not be induced to go further, so that
these ladies were compelled to leave the gondola
and return home on foot to avoid further annoyance.

A French gentleman and his wife and little
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daughter were feeding the pigeons on the Piazza.
Suddenly the child was missed, and the parents
horror-struck began a search for her. In a few
moments she emerged loaded with bonbons from
a confectioner’s shop close by, whither she had been
inveigled Ly a partner in one of the camorristic
firms on the Piazza. Of course, thanks, compliments
and explanations followed; the tradesman was in
his turn invited to refreshmentsat the confectioner’s,
and the French gentleman and his spouse were
afterwards « invited » to visit the establishment of
Messrs : —— where the usual performance was gone
through.

A certain shop on the Piazza has an arrange-
ment by which in passing though a narrow doorway
leading from one part of the establishment to another
the visitor shall innocecntly be the means of
knocking down a piece of glass which of course is
shivered in pieces. He offers to pay. His offer is
courteously refused with profuse assertions that
the affair is of no importance. He naturally dislikes
to take advantage of this seeming generosity, and
purchases some article or other.

Another firm, also having sale-rooms on the
Piazza, is in the habit of substituting inferior arti-
cles for those bought and paid for. Emballage
garanti is an attractive expression in an adver-
tisement, so a foreigner buys some. object or set of
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objects, pays for the same; orders them to be packed
carefully and sent to his address in London,
New York, or elsewhere. After great delay he
receives articles entirely different from, and of
course very inferior to, those he purchased. On
one occasion a foreigner purchased a glass chan-
delier and paid for the same. Another one was sub-
stituted, not only smaller, but also broken. The
shopman protested to his employer that the fraud
would be discovered. « We will say it was broken
in transit» replied this champion of the Camorra;
and the shopman obeyed his master’s orders, but
with charming ingenuousness wrapped up the
broken pieces separately, so that the trick was
found out.

Another form of deception consists in selling
the work of an artist of considerable ability and
then substituting a copy by some inferior workman.
A short time ago one of the principal wood-carvers
here, not being able to dispose of his goods as
usual owing to the suppression of competition and
the fact that visitors were kept away from his
establishment by the false insinuations of the ca-
morra's agents, consigned several carved figures to
one of the principal camorristi for sale on com-
mission. He was able to obtain precise informa-
tion that these figures had been sold, and was
even made aware of the names and addresses of
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the individuals who had purchased them; so at
the close of the season he requested from the
shopkeeper in question a settlement of the ac-
counts. « What accounts? We have not sold your
figures! there they are!» The figures had been
sold. but copies had been substituted and sent
away in their stead, while the artist’s signature had
been forged!

e




REACTION.

‘OR YEARS past the chief guide-books of
& other countries have warned travellers to
% beware of shopping in company with a
dlcuide or wvalet-de-place, and the foreign
press has also raised an indignant protest against
the infamous practices of the Camorristi; but the
whole extent of the evil has not been appreciated
till recently. The Italian press has now and then
made spasmodic efforts to remedy matters, but
these efforts have always been speedily extinguish-
ed for one reason or another; the chief one adduc-
ed being that by exposing the evil habits of some
half dozen shopkeepers, and the conspiracy between
them and their agents in the other classes of so-
ciety, an unfavourable impression would bz pro-
duced abroad, and foreigners would cease to spend
their money in Venice as formerly. This shortsight-
ed policy brought its own condemnation, for it
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tacitly encouraged the conspirators to continue
their malpractices, and displayed indisputably the
fact that these journalists cared more for the pe-
cuniary success of their fellow-townsmen than for
their honesty or goodname. The authorities deplor-
ed the evil, but found no means suitable for
combatting it; the honest shopkeepers endeavour-
ed to form a counter association, and found to
their cost that their work was being directed by one
of the most potent supporters of the mischief, in the
form of a lawyer related to the principal Camorristi.
The fact is, no one was found who really possessed
the combination of energy, courage, and honesty
necessary for undertaking the difficult and unen-
viable task until the Autumn of last year, when
Prof. Giuseppe Ottolenghi who had for a long
time been preparing his work entitled: Un imbe-
cille nella Societa Venejiana, in which he treats of
Venetian habits and customs. but which was a
work of such size and importance as to require a
considerable amount ot time and expense for its
production, determined to publish in pamphlet form
one of the most important chapters, namely that
which treated of the Camorra nelle industrie Ve-
neyiane. Known to all Venice as a clever and
pungent writer, the mere announcement of his
pamphlet sufficed to arouse immense interest, and
offers to purchase the manuscript were made, with
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the object of preventing its publication. The rough
frankness with which he pointed out the plague-
spot, the gravity of the evils which he denounc-
ed, the publication of certain names as those of
firms acting in an indefensible manner, all com-
bined to provolke a movement which but for him
might never have found a champion. No one had
ever before ventured to publish openly all the ac-
cusations made in that pamphlet, and to it there-
fore to and its author is undoubtedly due all the
credit of initiating the present war against the
Camorra. Without his daring exposure of facts
matters might have gone on from bad to worse
till Venice was commercially ruined : for foreigners
were being warned by their own public press, as well
as by those travellers who had already been victimis-
ed, and there was every probability that in simple
self-defence visitors would for the future abstain
from making any purchases of importance, thus
condemning all alike, honest as well as dishonest,
to pecuniary loss and perhaps ruin; for it is an
indisputable fact that the greater part of Venetian
trade depends entircly upon the patronage of
foreigners.

As a confirmation of our own statements we
will translate a few pages from Prof. Ottolenghi'’s
pamphlet. He says; —

« Having proposed to ourselves to enter into
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Italian life in order to study its crudest reality,
the greatest possible clearness becomes an irresis-
tible duty.

« Let us, then, see in what the swindling
consists.

« A foreigner arrives in Venice, enters a hotel
apparently one of the most respectable, and there
he believes himself to be safe from every dishonest
attempt, and in that hotel, although of the very
first rank, indeed just because it is of the very
first rank, there is the proprietor sometimes apa-
thetic, and very often bribed by the shop-keepers,
there is the manager always bribed, and the porter
is also paid a higher bribe than the others. In
these traps the foreigner is so caught that he
cannot help forming his opinions according to
those which in the hotel are instilled into him
in those snares it is taught that the only firms
in Venice worth recommending are those of Testo -
lini, Gelsomini an-1 Candiani.

« It is very possible that these three firms
may not have exerted a guilty and corrupt in-
fluence on the hotels, but yet there are facts which
would demand a little explanation. In one of the
principal Venetian hotels, of which it necessary the
respected name can be given, the real master seemed
to be the firm of the Bros. Testolini, and when thatof
Messrs. Gelsomini wished to have a footing there,and
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to compete with Testolini in obtaining foreign cus-
tomers, it had to pay a not-indifferent sum of
money in so many fine hundred-franc banknotes,
and in gold crownpieces. The penal code cannot
be without penalties for sucharrangements, but, in the
rearrangment of the code, Zanardelli /*) might think
of those frequent notorious and proveable cases. lest
the system of reclame should some fine day go so far
as to handcuff foreigners and take them under a
strong escort to visit the various industrial establish-
ments.

« In the Hotel Vittoria the agents of the firm
of Testolini have access by preference. if appearances
do not deceive us.

« A short while ago Signor Ed. Ganzmann
arrives from Trieste, goes to that hotel, orders ot
a manufacturer some designs upon which to give
a commission for works of some considerab!z
amount. When the manufacturer brings the designs
to the hotel the porter prevents him from specak-
ing with Signor Ganzmann, who afterwards writes
from Trieste expressing his annoyance against the
manufacturer.

« In the Hotel Britannia on the contrary are
favoured the agents of Tomasi and Gelsomini, a

(*) The Italian Minister of Grace and Justice to whom Prof.
Ottolenghi’s pamphlet was dedicated.
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firm which also depends a good deal on the sym-
pathy which the Hotel Europa cherishes for it.
Here at least the sympathy may have an excuse
in the correct and punctual manner in which a
Saloon of the Hotel Europa was furnished by the
firm of Tomasi and Gelsomini, and still more in
the moderate price charged.

« At the Grand Hotel Candiani and Testolini
prevail ; and in others there is relatively a little
more free competition due to certain facts upon
which it is well to be silent.

« In all these hotels regard is had for a prince
of the blood royal as for any commoner what-
ever. A fine game was played upon a prince who
will one day mount one of the most powerful
thrones of Europe when the Queen his mother shall
leave it. This prince gave a commission for work
to Besarel, and when Besarel wished to speak with
his patron, His Excellency the hotel porter made
such opposition that the interview did not take
place; and when afterwards the prince being annoy-
ed sent to request Besarel to present himself at
the hotel at eight o'clock, the porter had Besarel
summoned for nine o'clock; and this poor devil
rushed off hurriedly without even changing his
clothes, not knowing that it is impossible to ar-
rive an hour before setting out. By good fortune
he found the prince; who was just going to get
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into the gondola and to leave Venice, and he was
in time to tell him of the game which had been play-
ed on him. The porter being suspected of too great
friendship and esteem for the firm of Testolini was
dismissed, whether immediately or soon afterwards
does not matter, and in his place was taken ano-
ther porter still more enamoured of Testolini than
the first had been.

« This is not a matter for the penal code, it is
however a sort of brigandage which forces the
consuls to say to their countrymen: « Gentlemen!
in Venice they will try to fleece you, take care of
yourselves! »

« But the consuls are wrong, there are firms
which do not enjoy the sympathy of hotel-porters,
nor that of the interpreters, and of the gondoliers,
three most respectable classes which civilized so-
ciety ought to do without.

« It is difficult to know how much the sym-
pathy of the porters costs to Testolini, to Candia-
ni and to Gelsomini; it might be the effect of
platonism innate in certain people, every one knows
that questions of idiocyncrasy are the most diffi-
cult to solve, but it is most certain that this sym-
pathy must produce an effect injurious to the good
name of the city, which ought to rise en masse
against the few who are the cause of so much
dishonour.
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« Translating into figures the results of the
coalition we find that upon each hundred franc's
worth of goods which the foreigner purchases, the
division is generally made thus:

To the Agent of the shopkeeper . . Frcs. 1.—
To the Interpreter or valet-de-place . » 20.—
SORthePh O el man ay e - S E e i STl
T @16, EE! i@y o 4 o 6o d o D 90—
To the Gondolier . . . . e, A 4.—

Total Francs 60.—

« Which is as much as to say that 6o per cent
is absorbed by the Camorra, 20 per cent remains
for the dealer, and the other 20 represents the
prime cost of the material and workmanship.

« Every one can see that, things having arrived
at such a point, the mistification is such that it
cannot pass unobserved by one who directs the
Italian magistracy; sincz although knowing what
itis, we know not what it may become; for the ca-
morra having become daring through the useless
efforts of the magistracy has invented new means for
refining the insidious system, and has even made
publicly known by means of the press some wheel
of its mechanism.

« In fact, to take one among many instances,
Dr. Napoleone Candiani in the beginning of the
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year 1887 printed and distributed among the gon-
doliers the following circular:

(*) « To recompense the assiduity of the gondoliers
» and boatmen who shall frequent with foreigners
» the Casa Candiani, the following prizes are
established, to be paid on the 23 rd. of December
of the current year, to those who shall have
made the greatest number of visits, which shall
be registered by means of small checks (scon-
trin/) which will be consigned from time to
time.

» The above mentioned prizes will not pre-
v judicate all the other usual gains and rights.

e ful Byl ' W

OnelprizeM oINS URERaeS . 10D

» FLENSPe e SRR 50
fRwolprizest s & L Lok Ll 2¢
Five prizes » . . » 10

Nap. Dr. Candiani. »

« Signor Candiani, who forseeing the reaction
raised by his circular, would willingly have spent
hundreds and hundreds of francs to have it sup-
pressed — and offers were made with that object —

Signor Candiani cannot put forward as an excuse
the fact that the competition of other dealers obliges

(*) Literal Translation
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him to proceed in this way, for if it be true that
the firms of Testolini and Gelsomini dosimilarthings
as might be asserted in excuse by the firm of
Candiani, and still more by some agent of the
same, it is equally true that the code (of law)
speaks of free competition, indeed, of natural com-
petition, and the competition of Candiani seems
quite other than this.

« The free and natural competition in Venice
is carried on by the honest shopkeepers who die
rather than yield to the temptations of the ca-
morristi, or withdraw from a traffic which brings
dishonor upon those who practise it.

« It is not to be forgotten that in order still
more to attract foreigners, Dr. Candiani and his
friends the other dealers surround themselves with
trusty agents, heavily paid, having the not very
honourable duty of aiding them in the noble en-
terprise ; which agents, well known in Venice and
bevond it, constitute with their chief a most for-
midable association which for ten years has been
able to exist and to develop itself in spite of the
indignation of the public. »

i —.—
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CAMORRISTIC LEALTA.

@HE EXTREME GRAVITY of the accusa-
itions thus boldly launched by Professor
@0ttolenghi against the conduct of certain

S= husiness firms in Venice is not in the
slxghtest degree exaggerated, but decidedly under-
states the case; while he makes no mention of
several other firms which are well known to form
a part of the Camorra. The rottenness of rrade
transactions is much more serious and extensive
than he admits; and the substitution of inferior
goods, the appropriation of other persons' names,
the robbery by means of pretended custom-house
charges, and the forgery of signatures to receipts
for goods, are not even mentioned by him; nor
is there any adequate exposure of the part played
by the hotels, and by the servi di piajsa in mis-
leading and despoiling visitors. It is however due
to this versatile and fearless writer to admit that

3



s 34—
the merit of what has hitherto been done, and of
that which is now in progress, for the protection of
foreign visitors and the rehabilitation of Venetian
trade, is in great part his own.

The Professor’s labours did not, however, end
with the publication of his pamphlet, but by his
efforts a committee was formed to take definite
action in the matter, and to institute a campaign
against the Camorra.

The gentle and somewhat indolent character
of Venetians indisposes them for continuous effort,
and while recognizing the advisability of any given
course of action they hesitate to exert themselves
for its realization. Hence it is necessary that one
person be found who shall nominally direct the
undertaking but in reality do most of the work,
while his associates sun themselves in the light of
their standard-bearer and champion.

Recognizing this necessity for a standard-bearer
to head the movement towards reform, Prof. Ot-
tolenghi presented to his committee a certain Comm,
Paulo Fambri, a hydraulic engineer, and formerly
a deputy in the Italian parliamenr, as a suitable
leader and president. This was a decided error of
judgment, for Prof. Ottolenghi should have known
that this individual did not possess any.-practical
acquaintance with commercial questions; and that
his political antecedents and his opinions were not




such as to fit him for the position, nor calculated
to inspire complete confidence in his direction of
affairs. A domineering temper, an insatiable egotism,
and a desire for the extinction of unpleasant me-
mories of the past in a new political triumph, are
not sufficient qualifications for leadership in a
difficult movement of reform. The error of this
selection was of course shared by those who con-
firmed the nomination; but it had the result of
increasing tenfold the ditficulties with which the
reformers had to contend; and has finished by
alienatinganumber of their moststrenuoussupporters.

The leading propositions which this provi-
sional committee accepted as a basis of action were
the following:

1. A Public Lecture or conference: Proposed
by Comm. Fambri.

2. A petition to the Municipio requesting the
appointment of A special department for regulating
all matters connected with the guides and gondo-
liers : Proposed by Cav. Guggenheim.

3. The Establishmentofa Permanent Exhibition
of local art products, and of a Fund for giving
assistance to poor art-workers : Proposed by Prof.
Ottolenghi.

4 The founding of a newspaper to be devoted
to the interests of genuine and legitimate business:
Proposed by Comm. Salviati.
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5. The Constitution of an Order of Cavalieri
della Lealta Commerciale » (Cavaliers of Com-
mercial Honesty) : Proposed by Comm. Fambri.

Cavalieri della Lealta forsooth ! That one sug-
gestion should have opened the eyes of the blindest
among the members of the Committee to the real
character of their president; and should have led
to the immediate removal of a man who at the
very commencement of a struggle against dishonesty
thought principally of dubbing himself with a fic-
titious title of honour.

A date was soon fixed for the Public Lecture,
and Prof. Ottolenghi who had in his possession
a great number of important documents relating
to the question, articles of copper which had been
sold for gold, articles of trifling value sent to pur-
chasers instead ot costly goods they had paid for,
and formal letters of protest from the injured
parties; gave up a large portion of this positive
evidence to Comm. Fambri in order that it might
serve towards the exposure of the Camorra and
its actions. But on the very day fixed for the
Lecture, two Venetian tradesmen, Sig. Jesurum
and signor Sarfatti, mutual friends of Comm.
Fambri and the three firms mentioned in Prof.
Ottolenghi's pamphlet, introduced the representatives
of these firms to the lecturer; and Messrs. Testolini,
Messrs. Tomasi and Gelsomini, an1 Dr. Candiani

—



undertook to adopt a new line of conduct for the
future ; offering to deposit as a guarantee a sum
of money amounting to upwards of two thousand
pounds. This promise was publicly announced by
Comm. Fambri that same evening in his lecture,
and was immediately recognized as a clever ruse
to disarm him, and to secure his sympathy, and
possibly his active co-operation, in their behalf.

The worst fears have since been realized, and
the whole of the subsequent operations have been
marked, on Comm. Fambri's part, by a persistent
endeavour to thwart those who desired a genuine
and thorough reform, to protect the camorristi
from exposure, and to consider the interests of
whar he eupheuistically termed the dissidenti quite
as much as those of honest dealers.

The lecture was a complete disillusion, in spite
of a good deal of cheap sentiment and some very
piquant anecdotes of dishonest dealing; the rot-
tenness of the camorristic system as a whole was
not fully exposed; the documentary evidence was
not shewn to the public; and the lecturer declared
that the Camorra had practically ceased from that
day, as he had received a promise to that effect
from men whom he was obliged to believe gen-
tiluomini.

In this way the Camorra obtained a victory
at the very outset of the campaign, and many



members of the provisional committee openly as-
serted that their leader had deserted or betrayed
them.

Their obvious duty at this moment was to
get rid of their president, but, willing to hope for
the best, they allowed him to remain. A petition to
the Municipio was drawn up, signed and forwarded.
The question ofeestablishing a Permanent Exhibition
to combat the influence of the Camorristi was
then brought under consideration ; a scheme was
drawn up with the avowed object of affording to
honest and bona fide art-workers and producers
an opportunity for showing their work to foreign
visitors ; premises were selected ; and a banker was
found who engaged to provide the necessary funds
for carrying out the speculation. But the sinister
influences which hadalready seduced Comm. Fambri
from his original attitude now induced him to
take a further step. He insisted that even the ca-
morristi themselves should be accepted as exhibitors;
and threatered that in default ot the acceptance
of this condition he would withdraw from the
presidency of the Committee. A preparatory and
packed meeting was held, and the committee yieldea
to the insolent dictation; another fatal error, which
was, of course, a second and decided victory of
the Camorra.

Nothing could more clearly have demon-



strated want of sincerity in a leader; or exhibited
in a worse light the proverbial fiaccona of the
Venetian character. If there had yet lived in the
breasts of these industriali one spark of that proud
independence which characterised the old Republic of
S. Mark, short work would have been made of
any such modern Carmagnola, seeking his own
interests while pretending to serve the State.

The immediate result of this conduct was the
withdrawal or hostility of some of the most re-
spectable and prominent members of the provi-
sional committee ; and a breaking up ensued which
threatened to cause the collapse of the whole scheme;
but as the one proposition which really interested
Comm. Fambri was the formation of his new order
of Cavaliers, a set of statutes was drawn up, and
a number of individuals, mostly selected by himself,
were persuaded to let themselves be nominated as
members. This self-appointed Committee, supersed-
ing the provisional one, arrogates to itself the
performance of judicial functions; and pretends to
summon before its shadowy tribunal any persons
who may be accused of commercial malpractices.

Up to the present time its principal work has
been the compilation of a set of rules for the
conducting of honest business (commercio leale).
These rules directly authorize — so far as a self-
constituted and utterly irresponsible body can au-
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thorize — the payment of 10 per cent commission
to guides and couriers on all sums expended by
foreigners whom they may conduct to places of
business. Worse than this, — hotel - porters are
to have 5 per cent commission on all business
resulting from their sole recommendation; and
gondoliers — though they are not to expect as a
right the payment of a fee for every person they
conduct to a showroom or factory, are to be gra-
tified by a certain fixed fee when any purchases
are made by their « fares ».

This is simply sanctioning one of the essential
principles of the Camorra, namely that a foreign
visitor is fair game for plunder; and establishes
the principle that prices are to be arranged so as
to allow of these commissions being paid. In other
words a tax is to be put upon visitors in order to
supply guides, hotel-porters, and gondoliers with
gains to which they have no right whatever, and
which they have not in any way earned.

Commissions and « gratifications » will of
course always be given for business procured ;
but the custom is only honest when the dealer
shares his own legitimate profits with those who
have rendered him assistance; and it is dishonest
when the price of an artizle is greatly increased
in order to allow of extravagant commissions being
given to other persons while the dealer still retains
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all his own profits. This is the case in the establish-
ments of the camorristi, where often as much
as 60 per cent of the price paid by a foreigner
is divided among intermediaries. On one occasion
an English lady of our acquaintance bought some
music at a shop on the Piazza and requested that
it might be sent to a Hotel on the Riva, together
with the bill : this last was found to be more than
double the fair charge, and on complaint being
made with threats of exposure, the shopkeeper
explained that he had had to pay a loafer who
declared he had brought the lady to the shop; he
had to pay a messenger to carry the parcel; and
he had to pay a commission to the porter of the
hotel; and that, of course, not wishing to be a
loser, he had charged the amount in the lady’s
bill! Another lady bought a pair of gloves at a
shop in the Merceria for two and a half francs,
and the guide who had accompanied her there
demanded as his right one franc commission. When
this was refused, he made use of foul language and
declared he would never take a customer to that
shop again.

Even if the rule of the Lealta committee could
be enforced — which is absolutely impossible —
the evil would still only be diminished, and not
by any means eradicated; while if the 10 per cent
commission be resignedly winked at, the system is
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but a bribe offered to guides and others to exert all
their energies towards leading visitors into shops
in order to make them spend money, instead of
occupying the day in shewing them the treasures
of the city, the very duty for which they are em-
ployed and paid.

Only those who have experienced the insistent
pestering of these greedy touters can have any idea
of the annoyance and disgust they cause to travel-
lers, who naturally revolt at the unpleasant thought
that they are only looked upon as birds to be
trapped or game to be snared; indeed the very
names given in Venetian dialect to the touts and
agents who stand at shop doors and about the
Piazza to entice travellers are batidori and osela-
dori — beaters and birdcatchers!

The chief stronghold of the Camorra has al-
ways been in the Hotels, as it is there that the
visitor feels most confidence in the recommenda-
tions given; and the action of the Lealta commit-
tee tends to maintain it there, instead of being
directed towards its extirpation. From the waiter
to the manager, from the porter to the proprietor
every person whom the foreigmer was likely to
come in contact with has — with some honourable
exceptions — used his constant endeavours to
persistently recommend, not those firms selling the
best goods, and known all over the world in
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consequence, but those giving the highest com-
missions to intermediaries. As a matter of f{act,
in the earlier days of the Camorra, guides and
gondoliers were accustomed to receive their orders
from the officials of the Hotels as to what estab-
lishments were to be patronized, and while these
pages are being composed the manager of one
of the chief Hotels on the Grand Canal has
refused admittance to a certain guide, hitherto
recommended by him, and now himself accom-
panies visitors to Testolini's shop. because this
guide refused to obey his camorristic orders. Of
course under the new rule the porter will say
to visitors « dont go shopping with the guides
or they will get ten per cent on what you spend,
but go on my recommendation »; and he will
hold his tongue about his own expectations. Who
is to guarantec that he will not get ten or even
twenty per cent instead of the five per cent which
the camorristic Lealta committee authorizes? An
additional reason for the insistent recommendations
made by the porters of some hotels is that they
are actually partners in camorristic firms;in one
well known instance the porter having a share
amounting to 20,000 francs in the capital of a
certain firm wkich could be named.

When a hotel proprietor or director, in good
faith, recommends a firm that he honestly believ-
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es to be worthy of patronage, and does not do
so with the scope of pecuniary gain, he is render-
ing good service to visitors; but there are hotel
proprietors here, whose honesty is undoubted, who
have assured the writer that they now refuse to
recommed any firms, even the most respectable,
lest they themselves should incur the suspicions of
a favouritism due to mercenary motives. Prof.
Ottolenghi in his daring exposure of the truth
has earned the gratitude of all visitors to Venice ;
but as he has mentioned the Hotel Europa it is
only fair to state that with regard to this Hotel
he seems to have been misinformed, for the present
writer is able to assert positively, as the result of
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